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the 25tb June 1810^ his liliEttry» which contaiiv* 
ed many scarce books, was disposed of by auction. 
He left, it is understood, considerable property be- 
hind him, which fell to a gentleman in England, 
supposed to be a natural son, who the Editor has 
been informed died a Major in the army. 

John Callander, Esq. of Craigforth,* was a 
Member of the Scottish Bar. He was the author of 



publithed any thing in atepftrate fonn ezoqptiDg a collection of 
Sootish BalladB.*' The tale of hia books commenced on the 
17th December 1810, and oontinaed during the ax following 
erenings : the produce of the tale was £254 : 19 : 10. 

* The estate of Cnugforth in Stirlingshire, originally belong- 
ing to Lord Elphinstone, had in the year 1684 been acquired 
by Mr Alexander HiggUis, Advocate. Shortly after his pur- 
chase, he became much embarrassed, and, in consequence of 
large pecuniary advances made by John Callander, then his 
Majesty^s master smith in Scotland, Mr Higgins conveyed all 
his right over the estate to bis creditor. Since that time Cnug- 
forth has remained in the Callander family, notwithstanding a 
strenuous but unsuccessful effort made by Mr Higgins to regain 
ii.-^Forlet'* Session Papers^ Advocates Library, p. 2467* 

Mr Callander, who was a smith 1^ trade, appears to have 
been an industrious money-making individnaL It is tradition- 
ally reported in the county, that his good fortune was owing 
principally to a mistake of Government, by which a large sum 
stated in pounds Sootish was paid in pounds Sterling. There are 
still preserved the law proceedings in a somewhat amusing suit, 
which had its origin in his passion for speculation. The kurd 
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▼ttrious works which display great scholarship ; and 
in the Archives of the Scotish Antiquaries, of which 
Society Mr Callander was a Memher, and Secretary 
for Foreign Correspondence, are to be found a great 
mass of his unpublished manuscripts. Among these 
is a series of annotations on Milton's Paradise Lost, 
of which the first book was printed in 17^0 by way 
of specimen. In these notes he has been accused 
of plagiarism, and certainly the charge seems not to 

of Leckie, a neighbouring proprietor, was in habits of intimacy 
with him, and at a conviyial meeting the latter remarked to the 
former, (it having been rumoured that he was speedily to be 
married,) that he would not marry. Upon which it was pro* 
posed and agreed to, that Callander should grant a bond for 600 
merks, upon which he would give him a bond for fifty guineas 
if he was not '' lawfully married** before the ensuing term of 
Whitsuntide in 1696. Leckie did marry — but the marriage was 
a clandeiiine one, and Callander claimed ftdfifanent of Uie obli* 
gation, upon the ground that such was not a lawJiU marriage. 
The Court held, *^ the words lawfully married referred ** not to 
the matter, but to the form of the marriage," and decided tfab 
case against Leckie. 

The '* Auld Laird,** as the smith was termed in the neigh- 
bourhood, was, according to popular rumour^ not very comfort- 
able in the other world, and many a story used to be told of 
his n%htly visits to Craigforth, and of the alarm of the inhabi- 
tants when he announced his entree by sound of hammer, for 
he always carried that necessary implement of his craft with 
him. His favourite haunt was a large room, which his descen- 
dant afterwards occupied as a Library, 



be without foandation, as he appears to have bor« 
rowed more largely^ than, without acknowledgment) 
was quite fair, from an old folio volume, the scarcity 
of which he probably thought was a tolerable secu- 
rity against detection.* 

Mr Callander was for many years particularly dis« 
tingnished for his companionable qualities. He had 
a taste for music, and was an excellent performer on 
the violin. Latterly he became very retired in his 
habits, saw little company, and his mind was deep- 
ly affected by a religious melancholy, which entire- 
ly unfitted him for society. He diedt at a good old 
age, upon the 14th Sept 1789« By his wife, who 
was of the family of Livingston of Westquarter, he 
had several children. His great-grandson is at 
present in possession of the estate. 

* Hume's Commentary on M3ton. Lond. 1690, fol. See 
the Keport by Mr D. Lung on this subject in the last part of 
the Antiquarian Transactions, voL iiL part i. p. 83. 

•f* In the Scots Magazine will be found the foUowing notice of 
his death :—<< 14th Sept 1789. At Craigfortb, John Callan- 
der, Esq. of Craigfbrih, Advocate. This gentleman's ancestors 
acquired his estate by a droll mistake : being ferrier to King 
James VI. in Scotland, he made out his accounts in Scots 
money, agreeable to practice, which being sent to England, an 
order was made to pay it in Sterling money ; which he accord- 
ingly recdved, and with which the £umly*estate enjoyed to this 
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As the Editor has elsewhere collected all the par- 
ticulars he could ohtain relative to " Honest Georo£ 
Paton/' it is unnecessary to repeat what is already 
hefore the Public Such information as has since 
been procured, will be found in the Notes to the pre- 
sent Volume. 

It is here proper to mention, that the present se- 
lection is by no means the most valuable portion of 
the Paton Letters ; the entire correspondence be- 
tween him and Gough, the letters of Lord Hailes, 
Pennant, and Chalmers, are infinitely more interest- 
ing and important in every respect ; but as the pub- 
lication of these Letters would have been attended 
with considerable risk, it was judged expedient to 

day was bought" This anecdote is, in so far as regards the 
period, decidedly erroneous ; for, as will be seen from the pre- 
ceding note, the family estate was not acquired till the com- 
mencement of last century. The mistake probably has arisen 
from confounding the ^' Ferrier'* with one of his ancestors who 
held a similar appointment under the British Solomon, and of 
whom it is traditionally reported, that during some state cere- 
monial, in which his Majesty's tradesmen were to walk, some 
difficulty occurred in opening one of the doors at Holyrood, 
the hinges of which had gone wrong, Callander, who was dressed 
for the occasion, immediately stept out of the procession, and 
said, ^' As it was I that put them wrong, I am the "fittest per- 
to put them right ; " which he accordingly did, and resuming 
his place in the procesaoD, it proceeded* 
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ascertain, in the first instance, whether, hy the suc- 
cess of the present Volume, a favourable reception 
might be anticipated for what might in that event 
come afterwards. Emolument is not to be ex- 
pected, and as the mere amusement of a few leisure 
hours, the labour of editing is more a pleasure than 
a trouble ; bu( the Editor undoubtedly does not 
wish to make any pecuniary sacrifice. 

In limiting the number of the copies, the object 
has been to secure to such persons as may be induced 
to become purchasers, the certainty of not seeing the 
work exposed at book-sales, or included in a list of 
** Cheap Books" at a third of its original cost. It is 
not besides likely that any work, the publication of 
which is simply to preserve literary remains, would 
become popular, or that its circulation would be 
extended beyopd those individuals who have a taste 
for such matters. To multiply copies, therefore, 
would produce no beneficial result ; and the Editor 
has no wish that an extra number, should put it in 
the power of any publisher to commit a breach of 
contract with his purchasers, by disposing en masse, 
as has been too frequently done, of those remaining 
unsold after the lapse of a few months, and thus 
greatly reducing the price of the volume^ These 
are the reasons which have induced the impression 
to be limited to one hundred small, and ten thick 
paper copies. 
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For PatoQ'8 Note Book, the Editor is indebted to 
the obliging kindness of Mr James Laino ; and a 
few extracts £rom it will be found in the Appendix. 
The account of the Edinburgh Booksellers by Dr 
Lkyden is too amusing and characteristic to require 
any apology for reprinting, more particularly as it is 
an appropriate appendage to a book of literary gos* 
sip such as the present. 

The Reader^s foigiveness is entreated &r a very 
few derical errors, which unfintunately escaped no- 
tice. They are not material, excepting in two instan- 
ces, where ihe printer has been pleased to convert 
Lord Oxford into Lord Orford,* and Michael Lort 
into Michael Scot,t ihe wizard !— a most injudicious 
change, as Lort was certainly no conjurer. 

•Page 29. 

t Page 189. The date of the letter should be 1789. In 
ihe Appendix, (p> 208.) the woid Pezitane should be Penttane; 
bat thii II a Boiitske of Paton's. 



LETTERS 

FROM 

BISHOP PERCY, 

TO 

MR. GEORGE PATON. 

I. 

Northumberland House, London, 

April 30.176s. 
SIR, 

Sin Lamb of Norham (who has been very 
obliging in collecting literary curiosities for me) 
has communicated to me the contents of a letter 
you vfere so good as to write to him ; wherein 
you very genteelly offer to favour me with the 
sight of any curious poems in your possession ; 
as also to assist me in collecting any thing of 
that sort in your power. This offer is very 
obliging, and too agreeable for me not to accept 
of it. You desire me to inform you what sort 
of pieces I am desirous of collecting, I answer, 
all sorts of ancient poetry, whether printed or 

B 



manuscript^ particulariy those fine old Scotish 
Songs and Ballads whicji are so much admired 
(or Ih^ nmplidty and artless unaffecting beau- 
ties: Historical ballads would, in a more particu- 
lar manner, be exceedingly acceptable. Dr Blair 
will (at my request, which I have made him by 
this post) lend you three volumes of Ancient 
Songs and Ballads lately published in London, 
which will shew you, better than I can describe by 
letter, ii4iat sort of things, I am principally fond 
of; though any good old poetry will be accept- 
able, provided I have it not already, I shall 
now inform you what I am already possessed 
of, viz. 

J* Gawin Douglas's Viigil, folic 

2. Old Blind Hany's Poem of William Wallace, 4to. 

8. The Old Poem concerning Robert Bruce, 4ta 

4. Sir David Lindsay's Poems, (a bad edition, 12ma) 

5. The Evergreen, a Collection, 2 vds. ISmo. 

6. Dmmmond of Hawthomden's Works, fiiHa 
7* Allan Ramsay's Tea Table Miscellany* 

8. The Cbarmier, 2 vols, of Songs, &c. 

9. Many little Poems printed at Glasgow, as the 

Battle of Harlaw,* Havdylraute, Ac. 

* This ballad is of very consideimble antiquitj ; and tbent 



I should be very gkd to borrow the. Co2feb. 

tion of Scats Pdetns printed by Andro Hart^ 

which yoa mention, or any thing else of the 

kind described by me above. It may be left 

with Dr Blair, (Professor of Belles Lettres in 

your Uniyernty,) who will in a few days take a 

journey to London, and convey any thing to 

me, that you will please to send. 

I am, &c. 

T. PERCY. 

11. 

Northumberland Hoiue, Jan. 5. 1769*^ 
DEAB SIR, 
I sKCBivED your very obliging letter, contain- 

Memfl little reason to doubt that the version presently ensting, 
is sabstantiaUy the same one as that mentioned amongst the 
popular songs in the Complaynt of Scotland, 1549. '' No 
copy of m earlier date than that in Ramsay's ETorgicen, 1724, 
is known ; but it certainly had been printed long before his 
tone. An edition printed in the year 1668, was in the curious 
library of old Robert Myhi.'* See Early Metriod Tales, Edin^ 
buigh, 18S6, Fkcfaee, (p. 46.); in whidi valuable little work 
the best eopy of die ballad is to be fomid. 

* It is dated 1768» but this cndently appeart to be a mis- 
lake. 



ing the Catalogue of Dr darkens books, and 
promising a future packet inclosed to Mr White 
the bookseller : Whatever you are so good as 
to send me, will be always acceptable, and be 
very gratefully received. As for the auction, 
there are very few articles in it that I want : If 
the following should be had upon very easy 
terms, I should be glad to see them, but do not 
want them mucn, viz. 

Page 49« No. 1173^ Bartholinus^ &c. 8vo. (2s. or 

28. 6d.) 
Page 81, No. 2284, Hardyknute, Ist edit, felia 
1^1 have already had a transcript of all these MS. 
Notes, &c but would give a small price for 
the originaL]] * 
Page 81, No. 2295, Fordun, 2 vols, folio. (lOs. or 

128.) 

I am, 8z:c. 

* The first edition of itik beantiful fWtgment is genenHj rap* 
posed to have been the one in folio, which bears the fottowing 
title : — **' Hardyknute, a Fragment. Edinburgh : Printed bj 
James Watson,* Printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 
XBCCXix.'* Twelve pages, very neatly printed. Bnt the Edi- 
tor inclines to doabt this, as, from internal evidence, he suqpecta 
the origuial edition to be one in 12mo. (pp. 8.) without date» of 
which a copy is in possession of Mr David Laing, and 



III. 

London, Jan. 1%. 1769* 
SIB, 

I BBCEivED the very kiad favour of your let- 
ter, and the packet of books you were so good 
as to send me by the hands of my firiend Dr 
Blair. I ought to have thanked you for these 

never to have had a title. The Poem U styled ** Hardiknate, 
a Fragment of an old Heroick Ballad,'* and commence! thua< 

• • ♦ • ■ 

And stately stept he east the wa% 

And stately stept he west ; 
Full seventy years he now had seen, 

With scarce seven years of rest, &c. 

Bendes an immense variety of minute differences, and some 
important and material alterations, the fidio edition has three 
stanzas more than the one in 12mo. ; viz. the concluding one— 
and the two commencing, *^ Sair bleeds my liege, sair, sair he 
Ueeds,** and, •( Take tf, take aff his cosUy jupe^" The^olio 
bang more enlarged and pdished, it is a fair presumption that 
the less ample and ruder version was a first attempt. The 
ftte of Br Clerk^s (for so his name was spelt) folio copy is re- 
markable. It was (it is understood) purchased by Lord Hailes, 
and given by him to Pinkerton, who, as is well known, un- 
successfully attempted to palm a second part uponthe world as 
genuine. He again presented it to a gentleman in Edinburgh ; 
and in the transmission of his books from one house to another, 
this literary rarity (valued at five guineas !) was lost. Another 
c«py is in the Advoeales* Libnuy. 
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bbliging civilities more early, but trusted to 

your candour for indulgence, and deferred do- 

ing it till Dr Blair's return. Bj the Doctor I 

bave returned such of the books as 700 were so 

good as to lend me, vis. 

]• Collection of Godly, See. Stngs, hj Andro Hart. 
[|Thji is very cttrbus, indeed ; but I cannot be- 
lieve it earlier than the Reformation : cer- 
tainly not King James (the) First's.)} 
S* James Watson's Collection^ ice. 

This I have in my own Collection. 
B. Sir David Lindsay's Works. 

This is a fine edition; much better than 
mine. 
4. Gordon's History of Robert Bruce. 

For the other pieces, which you were so good 
as to present to me, I beg you will accept my 
kind acknowledgments. I have nothing equal- 
ly curious to return at present ; but hope you 
will accept a little piece, which I lately printed 
for the use of my parishioners, intitled, A Key 
to ihe New Testament. 

Should I print any more volumes of ancient 
toetry, you may certainly depend upon a copy 
of the Book, and of my acknowledgments in the 



Preffloe, fiir the obliging antstmce you art 10 
good as to aSBord mCf both in pickiiig up scarot 
things for my perusal, and in favouring me with 
such iUustrations as occur to you. 

The BaUle o/Flowdm* is a fine pathetic Ele- 
gy : Dr Robertson had favoured me with a co« 
py of it before.*— 7%^ Jews Daughter^ (which 
you say was transmitted to Mr Dodsley by a 
friend of yours for my use,) never reached me; 
and Mr Dodsley says he knows nothing of it 
I wish you would prevail on your friend to try 
to recollect, or recover it, and send me another 
copy by you. 

I shall be very glad to see the list of Scottish 
Poets you mention, or any thing else, which 
you judge to be curious: but what I chiefly 
want to recover are these fine old historical 
songs, which are only preserved in the memo* 
ries of old people, &c. ; these are in so perish- 
able a state, that I apprehend it is nearly as 
much merit to retrieve them from that oblivion 

* Probably the Flowen of the Forest, by Mim Jane EUiol. 
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wfaieh they, are ftiUk^ into, as to compoie them 
at first:. I mean that the person who does this, 
will almost deserve as well of the world as the 
ori^nal composer : this merit your good offices 
will certainly have, and none will be more ready 
to acknowledge it, than Sir, &c. 

P. S. I have returned Lord Hailes*s specie 
mens of the Godly Sangs, &c. having been for- 
merly favoured with a copy by himself, and 
thought you might possibly wish (in that case) 
to oblige some other friend with it. 

N.B. Should you have an opportunity of 
incking up another copy of your edition of Sir 
David Lindsay^s Poems, reasonably, I should 
be glad if you would secure it for me. 

I have most modern Sootish publications, via. 

Allan Ramsay's Works^ 2 vols. 

' Tea Table Miscellany. 

The Charmer, 2 vols. 

Blind Harry's Poem on Wallace^ 4to. 

John Barbour's Poem on Bruce, 4to. &c. 

Indeed, what I want are rather collections of 

the common historical ballads, &c. such as are 
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usually sold by ballad aiogen : — Or e)se, sueh 
as are only preserved in the memory of old 
people. 

Northumberland House, Feb. 9. 1769* 
Sift, 
I OWE you my best thanks, both for the obli« 
ging favour of your letter, and the very kind 
and valuable present of your book ; which is a 
very desirable addition, to my collection of an* 
dent songs and poems. I hope it will meet 
with all the encouragement its merit deserves ; 
so that you .will soon be excited to give us. ano- 
ther volume of the same kind.* I am very glad, 
in particular, that you insert so many beautiful 
fragments of old Scots ballads ; because it will 
probably be a means of procuring the other 
stanzas to complete them: for no readers of 
taste that see your collection, but will be de* 

* This was the Collection of Scottish Songff ntiially ascribed 
to Herd, published in 12mo. 1769, and afterwards enlarged to 
2 Toh. l2mo. 1776. 
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tHToos of furairiiiiig you wich the other fmriM, if 
they should bear of their bang preiervediB 
private hands ; and thus your publicatiou of an 
imperfect fragment, will cerate like an adver- 
tisement to procure you the renuunder. 

As to your kind offer about sending me the 
MS. of Hardyknute, if it should contain any 
very important improvements more than I pub- 
lished in my second edition of the Seliques of 
Ancieni Poein/, I should be glad to see it ; 
otherwise I would not give you so much trouble. 

As to Forduni Chroniam^ I was in no great 
want of the book ; and this was the* reason why 
I offered so low a price. I would perhaps go 
as far as 18s. or 21s. for a copy, if it should fall 
in your way ; otherwise I can do without it 

I shall be happy to make you some literary 
return for your obliging favours, and hope ere 
long I shall have an opportunity of that sort. 
I am, &c. 

P,S, I could wish you had accompanied your 
Old Songs with a few historical or topograph!- 
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cai oolei : tbou^ Itbiiik you aH^ so kiod as to 
pnxnise as sometbitig of this sort at the end of 
your next Tolume. But I should think the 
Boles of each volume, had better have been 
printed at the end of the several volumes they 
belong to: this, however, may be so contrived 
as to be done yet ; it is but making your printer 
take care to give the notes of each volume on 
separate half-^sheets, and then the binder may 
place them at the end of the volumes they re- 
spectively belong to. 

Your notes should be of four kinds, [be^des 
a general J glossary to expliun all the unusual 
words and phrases.] 

1. To mention (where it can be done) the 
authors of the several songs or ballads ; or at 
least their antiquity, or any tradition concerning 
them« 

S. To explain the history or story referred to 
in some of the historical ballads, where neces* 

sary. 

S. To inform us in South Britain, where the 
particular soene or place liesy that is mentbned 



IS 

m lome of the paitoral songs: as for faisUuiQe» 
io the old sonnet, intitled, The Broom of Cow- 
diknowsy it would be satisfactory to ail curious 
readers to be infarmed that CowJSknffm is the 
n«ne of a very beautiful green biU that rise, 
near the ancient Abbey of Melrose, not far from 
the banks of the Tweedy in such a shire, &c* 
&c. 

4. Miscellaneous; either Exj^natory, or Di« 
gressive: particularly to illustrate any allusicms 
to the old manners, customs, opinions, or idioms 
of the ancient Scotch nation : These are now- 
wearing out so fast, that if not preserved in such 
publications as these, they will be utterly un- 
known to posterity. 

V. 

Alntvick Ccuik, July 15. 1769* 
DEAR SIR, 
Youa kind letter, and obliging present of the 
three books, came safe to hand, and are entitled 
to my most grateful acknowledgments. They 
(as all your kind presents ever are) form a very 
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▼duahle addition to my small oolleetion. I 
abali not rest till I endeavour to pick up some* 
thing that may not be altogether unacceptable 
to you. When I return to London in the au* 
tumn, I shall entreat your acceptance of two 
▼olumes 8vo« that will be then published by a 
friend of mine; and beg you will let roe know 
by a line where and how I can forward them.to 
you. I should be glad if you would send me 
another copy of the Volume of Songs you lately 
obliged me with; they are for a friend, from 
whom I ¥rill transmit the price as you shall di« 
rect, or rather I will desire my friend, Dr Blair, 
to repay you. I should be glad if they could 
be sent to me here, or left (directed for me at 
Alnwick Castle) at Mrs Parker^s, at the Post- 
Offioe in Newcastle. I am, &c. 

P. jS^. I am very glad that a second volume 
of the Old Songs is intended. 
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VI. 



Northrnnberiand House, Dee. 20. 176^' 

PEAR SIR, 
I BECEiTED the very obliging favour of your 
ktter, and am glad you have secured me 
Adlington^s Apuleius ; but I cannot think of 
receiving it from you on any other terms than 
that of r^Mijring you what it cost in (he auction. 
I must, therefore, beg to be informed how much 
I am indebted to you for this and other books 
you have been so good as to transmit to me, 
otherwise you ^11 render impossible forme ever 
to trouble you again. 

Incapable as I am of making you any other 
return but those of a mere literary nature, I 
can by no means trespass upon your good na- 
ture in the manner in which your benevolence 
would invite me : but if you will point out any 
services of the same literary kind, by which I 
can return your obliging favours, you will then 
(encourage me to apply to you again on similar 
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ooeanons to those by which you hare ahneady 
rendered me. Yours, &e. 

P.S. I am obliged to you for the oflfer of 
procuring me Eginhartus ; but as the present 
possessor probably would not wish to be de- 
prived of his purchase, I would by no meana 
Fob him of it 

ApuWius may be sent in any porcei which 
the Edinburgh bodcsellers have lo remit to our 
booksellers in London ; any of whom would pio- 
bebly convey it safely, if it was directed to me 
at Northumberland House ; and by the same 
channel I must beg to remit you what I am ia 
your debt, of which you will please inform me« . 

VII. 

EaMon MaudU, Nov. 17- 1770, 
DEAK SIR, 
I WBOTE to you a few days ago, and the very 
next post brought me your obliging letter, ao- 
companied with the curious copy of the first 
edition of HardHenute^ than which you couk) 
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not have- made me a more'aoceplabie present.^ 
Reorive my best aclaiowledgments finr so obli* 
ging a mark of yoor attention and regard.* I 
should be glad if you oould inform me wlien 
the second enlarged edition of that beautiful 
poem appeared. Whether in a small separate 
publication, or in the Evergreen^ published in 
1724,-^ (wherein this poem is printed with the 
latest improvements.) — ^You will probably be 
able, without much difficulty, to ascerUun th«i 
point— -I believe in my last I mentioned that 
any friend of yours that would inquire of the 
porter at Northumberland House, for a parcel 
for Mr Paton, would receive it ready 



• See «« Rdiques,** toL ii. p. 9& 

f The deteleai copy wm Uie first editioD ; the lidio one the 
noond, — it was printed, tfaudly, ia the Kveigieen, the test b^ 
ing luiwanantably altered by Ramsay, to give it an antiqae ap- 
pearance. The fourth edition was pahlished at London, by 
Dodsl^, 4to. 1740, ^* with general lemarhs and notes,** p. 36, 
(the orthography being again changed, probably to make it intel- 
ligible to the English reader,)— and, fifttily, Fonlis of GUs^ 
gov, pot out an edideii, 4ioii ^CUa^gvw 1748* of whidfr a copy, 
**• with historical criticisms, remarks, notes, &c. MS. by the Ute 
David flefdV^^as in Blackwood's CMalogue for 1812, (No; 
6SG.) 
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pMJke4 up for you. I am still detained by ill 
health in the country ; but a line may be direct- 
ed for me, under cover, to his Graoe^ at North- 
umberland House, as usual. I am, &c. 

VIIL 

Oct. 27. 1772, EoiUm MaudU, 
Near Casik Ashby, Northamptonshire^ 

BEAE SIR, 
I CANKOT defer thanking you for the kind fa- 
vour of your letter, and valuable present of the 
ancient charter, which were extremely accept- 
able. If the publisher of the Collection of Scots 
Songs, would send up by some safe hand his 
collection for the second volume for my inspec- 
tion and perusal, I will see what can bedcme^-— 
let them be forwarded to me at Northumberland 
House. 

I wish we had correct and neat editions of 
all the best old Scottish Poets ; but it is an un- 
dertaking that requires some little consideration. 
I should be glad to concur towarda it in any 

shape. 

C 
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I nevtr mw th« old pitooi^ Lindiay whMi 
jott mention : they must be curious. 

I wish it was in my power to give you a copy 
of the Northumberland Household Book, aa 
they will not be sold : but it is not as yet in my 
power. His Grace* printed few, and the three 
or four which he allowed me to send to Edin- 
burgh, were chiefly to such as he had some par- 
ticular reason of his own for sending them to. 

Should it hereafter be in my power, I shall 

" Thk was Sir IStugh SmitluKm, Ban. wild, by uarrtage irith 
OMlMipniaf dwFcicies, wamee M <« the duA rfhfa flhw 
in-law, Algernon Duke of Somerset, to the EarMom of Noith« 
umberlaod, and took his seat, 2d March, 1750. In the year 
1706, fak Lofdrinp wis raised to the Dncal nudb He«id 
Jane 6. 1 786. He restored Alnwick Castle, whidi was in nuns, 
and beautified and improved the surrounding demesne. The en- 
suing iaeeffipAm oecurs on a Oethic baUdoig erected by hil 
Omeei nfon the groonds ot Alnwick Ca#tle» and ii said to ba 
the compodtion of the Reverend John Brand, (Secretary to the 
Antiquarian Society.) 

1781. H. Dux Notihumbda. 1781. 

Circumspice 

£go omnia ista sum dimensus 

Met soBioadlBca 

Mea descriptio 

Mulus etiam istarum arbonim mea 

Menu sunt sat«. 
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be happy to plaoe a copy in the bsndf of* gcm- 
tleman to whom I am so much obligfd far sirai* 
lar fatours. I am, &c. 

IX. 

London, Jan. gih, niS. 

I liEdfiiVBB the t«fy dbHging ftvMr ^ ymt 
lAEft, and thank yoti for die trouble jovL W6f^ no 
good a§ to tlike in illustrating thtf old Poem of 
P^Ued to the Flay: ittaay of the notes are 
quite new to me, yet very ingenious. If I am 
inclined to differ from you in opinion, it is with 
regard to the author and date of the Poem 
above mentioned : I do not see the least resem« 
blance bctweeti the style of thb old song atid 
the compositions of Si^ Dttvid Lindsay ; and it 
surely bears a}l the mark« of an earlieif pendd* 
The language and idiom more ancient^ more 
rustic, more native Scotch. But I shall i^(torve 
tUt subject for a fiirther discussion, and at fse^ 
scJUt write a few lines merely to express my ao- 
knowlec^ents for all your :6bli|^ng favours. 



so 

Whenever you have a ocniTenieiit opportum* 
ty to forward the Collection of Scottish Songs 
to me, I shall be extremely glad to see them: 
but would not have you give yourself too much 
trouble as to the time when. Indeed, Mr John 
Davidson (one of the clerks of the signet) is to 
send me up a manuscript, of which LcHrd Hynd- 
ford has procured me the loan out of the Ad- 
vocates^ Library. It will be sufficient if the 
Songs, or any thing which you may have to 
sendm^ come along with that MS. Believe me 
to be, && 

X. 

London, Mmf 1. 177S. 
DEAR SIB, 
NoTHiVG but the very alarming illness of one of 

my children (who is, thank Grod, happily recover- 
ed) could have prevented me from acknowledg- 
ing your many obliging favours so long. Pittis- 
eottie^s History is come safe to hand, and is ex« 
tremely acceptable. The Paterculus you maw 
tion I do not want; and the little book of the 
Coiiflii^ of the Clans 0f that is what you mean 



in your last) I haTc had tome jears ; but . my 
copy has no preface, &c and is printed at Glas- 
gow 1764. If any prefiioe, &c. has been added 
since that time, I should be glad to see it The 
Yendon. of Ecclesiastes, in English verse, was 
made by Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, son 
and father to two successive Dukes of Norfolk. 
You will find an account of him and his poeti-* 
cal works in the first vol. of Mr Walpole^s Boyal 
and Noble Authors, 6vo.— -and in the first vol. 
of Athenae Oxonienses, by A. Wood, folio.^I 
am going to publish this Lord Surrey^s Poems, 
and shall beg your acceptance of a copy :-^ut 
I can nowhere recover this Poetical translation 
of Ecdesiastes : it does not exist in any of our 
public libraries ; nor could I ever get nght of 
it in any catalogue for sale. 

I have made a grebt discovery : I have found 
out that the old Poem of Peebles to the Pky^ 
was the compo»tion of King James I. of Scot- 
land. I am indebted to John Major'*s History 
De GestU Scotorum for this curious piece of in- 
tdfigence. See Lib. vL Cap. 14.— **His wiMrds 



• • • 



Hit: << Conipesuit •• . af^doMn c^ntiieiiMn 
Fbt «#fi, bo. ^t jneanduiii artificionniique iU 
lum cantttiB, M BeUmfnt^ fce. quern alii df 
Dalkeith et Gargeil, mutare stqdueruDt : quia 
tnareeaut camera dauiiu aervabatur, i&qua 
mulier cum matfo habitabat.^ 

There can be no doubt but the jocund and 
artificial song, at BeUayne, &c. ia the old Poem 
of P$eblU$ to ^ Ploy^ as it begins with this 
linet— 

Ac Bdtane, qnhcn ilk bodie bondii 
Te Peeblk to the Pkyt 

but the rest of Major's words are to me per- 
fectly ui^telligible; as the first words of the 
other song he quotes are apparently corrupted, 
viz. Yas serij 4*^.*, I wish you would examine 
the passages in M ajor'*s book, and compare it in 
the different editions : as also, shew it to some in- 

• III the S|ait|«ii4 ^9pm9 Wk«t^ to pHatod • Tomh 
which it is not luilikelj may have been the one refaned to bf 
Major. It is a ** Song on Absence,'* and commences 

**• Sen diat (the) eyne that worlds my love.** 

See voL ti p. 214, and notes (p. 425) thereon. 



gmmm Mtiqoariii; psrlifliibrly nqr good fiMod 
Mr BaTidioiiy «lefk of the Si{^el» to whcNn tnj: 
bfist reqwets. Be {deescd to tell him, that I 
now hofie to mowre the old MS. ooUectbn of 
Poemib which wet formerly Lord Hyadford'i. 
At the end of this numtb, or the beginning of 
the next, I shall leave London for the sununo: ; 
and consequently, if the book should come after 
that time, I shall not see it for many months^ 
not to mention the danger it will run of bang 
lost I am, &c. 



XI. 



London, June 5. 177S. 
DEAR SIB, 
I HAVE just recmved the parcel you have been 
so good as to send me, containing Bannatyne's 
MS.— <9ir David Lindsay^s ScUireS'-^'axkd the 
packet for Mr Gougb: which shall be most 
carefully delivered to him. I have but just 
peeped into the MS. and into Lindsay^s Sa- 
tures : I see plainly that the MS. contains a 
eiHnplete copy of the Satires : but somewhat dif* 
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fienst Ihim die pMtod cdkkia. laliieaiiiiie 
of the eummer, I ihaU exaninebodi with dxm 
attcntioii. TdiaUtnfbmiyouof thereflidt Mr 
6oii|^ was with me when I veonved Ihe letter 
yoii had indoied for him, which I presented 
to^him. Whea you meet with the Paris edi- 
tion t^John Major's HisUny^ I will be oU^ 
to you if you will note the variations in the pas- 
sage of page 909, (edit Edinbuigi, 1740,) and 
fiiTOur me with them. In one of yomr lonner 
letters, you mentbn your being possessed of 
'< Le Gry^s translation of V. Paterculus, ISmo.'* 
I shall be much oUiged to you for a transcript 
of the title-page: and remain, with a due sense 
aijwxc many kind repeated favours, 

Yours, &c. 

XIL 

Abmkk Oude, Auguam. 177S. 
DEAR SIR, 
Si|icK I had the pleasure of seeing you at Edin- 
burgh, I have been readmg Mr F^nant^ Tcwr 
ikrough Sco(landf Syoi and in page 93 of his 
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iepQiideditkNil775Z» he speaks of a Scotch Poet, 
whom I never befi>re heard of, vie* Bobertaon 
of Struan, who had been in the rebellions of 
1715 and 174fi, and who (he says) left behind 
him a volume of elegies and other pieces.* I 
should be glad if you could inform me when 
and where they were printed, and what degree 
of merit they have: if worth buying, I should 
be glad if you would procure me the volume ; 
the price of which I shall, with thanks, repay 
you : being, with great regard, && 

P. S. I hope you have performed your oblL. 
ging promise in making excuses, for my not 
being able to visit my friends in and about 

* It was a Tolume of a very miiceUaoeous nature, contain- 
ing poems of varioui kinds, some of them not remarkable for their 
delicacy. A portion of the contents had been printed from time 
to time in the hwnble guise of broadsides. These, and several 
oiief remaining in MS. were fox the first time collected together 
in one volume Svo. £din. (no date,) and '' printed for Ch* 
AX.EXAXDER, and sold at his house in Gedoes's Close; 
where subicribers may call for their copies.*' The author was 
implicated in both the rebdlions I7I69 Mid 1746 ; and yet| 
atrange to say, his estate was ultimately saved. He is supposed to 
have been the original of the Baron of Brad wardine. 



£4«biiilgb, m eaomqumoR otmyAoKikmy* 
From EfBnhiirgfa I wmat to Inrtmxjt and goi 
back lo Afanridt Caalle by Saluiday laif^ 

XIII. 

Alnwick CaHle, 8epL 19. t77$. 
PEAR KIH, 

I ONLY defefTfd thankiDg you fiir your very obli* 
g^Dg letter, till I oouid infonn you* of my having 
urf^ly reedvedtbepadbetybuirere bo good as to 
send, contaimng Siruan's Poems and the trans>- 
lotion of the preface to Anderson's Diplom. &c. 
I received them safely to-day , and am much 
obliged to you for so kindly procuring them for 
me; bat must b^ you to let me repay you the 
cost, otherwise I shall be afraid to mention my 
literary wants to you another time. You have 
idready laid me under so many obligations by 
your former obliging presents, that I am asham* 
ed to trespass still further on your good na- 
ture : nor shall I rest till I obtain a present of 
an Household Book for you, as a small pledge 
of friendship. 
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I diOQld b8 v«ry glad to ptruse the Mooiid 
volume of Soots Songs, in M8.-»-biit the trans- 
misnon to this place is so uncertain by tbo 
waggon, which I apprehend does not oome 
through this town, that I am aflraid to let yon 
hazard it. If you thought you opuld venture 
it to LcMidon, I would look it over at my leisure, 
and return it towards spring, or when I send 
back the ancient MS. 

The three volumes^ of old ballads, which were 

* This was the cebbf ated colleetion which afterwa^ came 
into (he hands of Major Feanon and the Buke of BoxburgH. 
The biftiiiy of its fimnadon and tnuasmission is too carious to 
be pverloolutd. The fiiit Earl of Orford and Mortimer, the 
ipunifioent patnm of literature, had resolved to form, and did 
4vm* pivh^ps the finest libtary of books ever oc^eeted In Britain 
by A povate individud. In the gratification of this legitimate 
Qbjeet, he spared no expense ; and as he was anxious to rival 
the £npous Pepys Collection of Ballads at Cambridge, he set 
•bottt gatiienng together sueh remains of the popular poetry of 
the OHlolry as eould be procured ; his exertions were such that he 
toon surpassed the PepysiaB volumes. Upon the dispersion of 
his books, Mr Wcsl became the purchaser of the ballads ; and at 
his sale, they were acquired by Major Pearson. In his possession, 
with the assistance of his friend, Isaac Reid, the collection re- 
hired my gnat additions, and was bound in two volumes, with 
pfinted ^e«fSges, indexes, &c In this state it was bought at 
PearsonV sale by John Duke of Roxburghe. After the indus- 
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in Mr Wesfs sale, were bought by a friend of 
mine^ Major Pearson ; they oonasted of loose 
detached ballads collected into volume^-HSUch 
as are still sold on stalls ; not one in a hun* 
dred of them fit to be republished ; and the best 
among them, were the same as what I had se» 
lected out of Pepys^s collection fcH* my former 
publication. I did not take notice of the 4ta 
piece, which you inquire after, (vis. TkeS TMi 
cf ihe PreUtU of Pebits^)* during the time of 

trious exenioos of two such skUAil ooUecton as Peanoo and 
Retd, the Duke despaired of enlarging the ooUection;' but ha 
imdervalued his own industry, as he soon added a gicat manj to 
the two volumes, of which he wrote an ■«l*^i*f^al index, find* 
ing his success exceeded his expectations* he detennined to add a 
third ▼ohime, which he aceoidingly did ; and amongst hie acqui- 
sitions were teoen baUads printed at Edinbmgh in 1670, and a 
ballad quoted in Hamlet, of which no other was known to tzisu 
A very imperfect copy had been printed by Bishop Peny, in 
his ReUques, from a copy taken down from memoiy by Gettga 
Steevens. This invaluable collection, at the Roxbnigbe 8ala» 
produced the large sum of £4779 Ida. 

• West's Catalogue, No. 1«20, *' the Tlirie Taika of the 
Thrie Priestes of Peblis, b. L imprinted at Edinburgh be Rob. 
Charteris 1603,** 4to. where it. sold for 14s. 6d. It was proba* 
bly the same copy which Mr Googh afterwards pooscssad \h^ 
which cannot now be found. Then was. a later edkiott la 
ISnio. suppoied to be printed about the year leSO, of which a 
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the sale ; but in the course of the emuing win- 
ter, I will make it my business to inquire who 
purchased it, and give you information on that 
head* 

copy in a yolume of early printed poetical piecesy (amongst 
which waa Kocwal and Lilian,) was in the Library at Ditton 
Park. This predoiu vdume had been found there by our illus- 
tiious coontiyman. Sir Walter Scott, and its rarity and Talue 
pomted out to its noble owner. Lord Montague. His Lord- 
ship, properly judging that it would be most acceptable to the 
discoverer, (who had borrowed it,) told him that the volume 
should be his ; but taking it from him, he jocularly added, *^ you 
must come to Ditton and fetch it.*' Unfortunately the viait waa 
deferred. In the meantime, his Lordship, to prevent accidents, 
had put up the treasure with Lady Montague*8 jewels, — a most 
imibrtiiBate preeaatlon, aa will be seen from the following extlract 
ham a eontemporary Journal ; for Ditton was destroyed by 
fire, and the jewds, which were in a secure place, entirely 



*^ April 28. 1822. At night a fire broke out at the west end of 
ike mansion of the Right Hon. Ixnd Montagu, at Ditton Park, 
near Datdiet. The hmUj had just retired to bed ; and, before 
they ^ould well extricate themsdves, the flames had communi* 
eated with astonishing rapidity to every part of the edifice « 
which being of great antiquity, wainscotted throughout, and io- 
tenected with numerous staircases, presented little opposition to 
the devouring element The whole of the interior was con« 
anmed, leaving only a part of the outer walls standing. For- 
tonaidy no fives were lost ; but the family plate and jewels, to- 
gether with Ae valuable furniture and paintings, were eatirdy 
eoBsuaud. The fire waa occaaoned by the bunting of a flua 
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I ftia coLtvnmly iMigtd to yoa for bM^ 9b 
kind as to send cbcular excuies to my friendsf 
for not caUbg on them during my very short stay 
in Edinburgh.-— After I left you, Mr Dutmit 
prevailed on me to accompany him in a tour to 
Inveraryi in which we were ekceedingly amused 
indeed. But it took up atl my short time in 
Scotland ; for I did not vetum to Edinburgh 
till 10 o^elock on Friday night, and I set off fdr 
Alnwick at 4 o^dock on Saturday morning* It 
was after Mr Boswell was gone to bed on Fri« 
day night that I called at his door. 

You are so good as to say you will tiy to 
get my time for keeping the old MS. extended :* 
it would be extremely acceptable, indeed. But 

vhidi projeeted hem A pfttciit stove, in the room ttSjoisi&g ilhatiif 
t»liiefa Lord tad Lidf Iftmugu tlept^ tbe fiirniwra of whieb 
wM nenrly ooMumed Wbte they cHiooveted tho dsng^r Chc^ werd 
in. Hu Lordship and funUy retired to an adjoining fkmi^ 
hotise uBtU they otittined eifitegOf M eoa^ th^nl to Wlsd« 
tor. This house was btfilk by Sir Ralph Winwood, Seettlaty 
of State to James I. on the sdte ef a palace which had been 
ocettpied by Catdinal Wolsey ; it was for many yean the «Ml* 
denoe of the bce Lord Beaulieii, u whose decease itctificf lirfs flM 
Aimily of Bncdengh.*' 
-• BanilatyBeMS. 



SI 

I Tear ttw appficstion tiiUbeiiriibdat itkxmu^ 
You nay, however, hint my wifthe« dh that 
iMad to my good friend, Mr John Dairidaon ; to 
whom my kindest reiqpecta; at the game time 
tdl him hia old acqisaiotance, Mr Colingwood 
Foster of this town, would be much obliged to 
i, if he oould procure him the last and beat 
edition of Farduni ScoH-Chranieon : he 
torgc^ to mention it when he wrote to him lately. 
I am, &o« 

XIV- 

Alnwick Castle, Oct. 23, 1773. 
BEAASIE, 

I BSCEiTED your obliging favour of last month, 

but have been prevented from answering ft be. 

fore by a mahipfidty of engagements, t shall 

be very glad to look over the collection of pieces 

provided for the second volume of Scots Songs, 

at my leisure, if it can conveniently be spared. 

Mr Foster of this town will be much obliged to 

you and Mr Davidson for procuring him a 

copy of the folio edition of the ScoH Chronican 



of ForduDy if ftudi should fall in your way ; but 
he is ia no .hurry about it, and will be very 
well contented to awmt your leisure. At the 
same time he will be very thankful, if you or 
Mr Davidson could procure him a copy of Mr 
Foulis^s fine folio edition of Ciesar'^s Comnienta-> 
ries in Latin, printed at Glasgow, to accompa- 
ny Fordum The Duke has no edition of the 
Essay on Macduff ^s Cross, &c. whidi you en- 
quire after. Indeed his Grace^s library rather 
contiuns useful than curious books : He is not a 
collector of things in our way, and what anti- 
quarian books he has have merely got into his 
library by accident You may expect more sa- 
tisfaction from your friend Mr Gk)ugh, than 
any person I know. However, when I am set* 
tied in town for the winter, I shall, with great 
pleasure, endeavour to procure you all the infor- 
mation in my power, on these or any other sub- 
jects that you will prescribe to me. I have 
looked over the Inscription of the Ring, and 
am of opinion that, except the first, second and 
fourth diviaons, which I have attempted to 
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plain, all the rest are merely ornamental Flour- 
ishes. If the second has any meaning, it is pro- 
bably 4t *• ^« CR, the initials of Christus. 
The first is evidently the common old cypher 
^1)0, which some interpret JesiLS Hominum 
Salvator ; others JHS, the three first letters of 
the Greek iffi^h Jesus. This will agree with 
CR for CristuSy as it was often defectively writ- 
ten by the ignorant monks. MR is evident 
enough for Maria, or perhaps Maria Regina* 
My own opinion is, that the whole is JES. CR^ 
Jesus ChristuSy and M, JS. Maria ; and that it 
is in vain to look for any thing further in this 
relique of antiquity. 

Inclosed I send a letter, which I should b^ 
glad to have presented to the Gentlemen who 
have the care of the Advocates^ Library, thro^ 
their Librarian. Be pleased to show it Mr 
Davidson, and if he thinks it will do, desire him 
to seal it up, and back it with bis interest. 
Give my best respects to that gentleman^ and 
all my friends at Edinburgh. I, am, &c. 

D 
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To Mr Brounty the Faculty Librarian. 

Alnwick Castle, Oct. 25. 1773* 
SIR, < 

The verj obliging manner in which I have been 
indulged with the loan of the MS. Collection of 
ancient Poems, I must ever acknowledge a8<« 
very peculiar favour: it has happened, how*, 
ever, most unfortunately, that I have been dis^ 
appointed in my expectations of obtaining suffi- 
cient leisure this summer to make the use of it 
I intended. My attendance on the Duke of 
Northumberland has occasioned me to be ab« 
sent from home much longer this* year than 
usual, and if it would not be too much tre^s- 
sing upon the indulgence of the gentlemen who 
have the superintendence of your excdlent li« 
Imuy, I should be extremely grateful if they 
would allow me to retain the book a little longer 
than the time assigned. I make this request^ 
however, with the greatest deference to them ( 
and be it granted or not, shall ever acknow^ 
ledge myself. Sir, &c* 

* This is the letter referred to in the preoecltng. 
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Easion MauduU, Feb. 6. 1774. 

DEAR SIR, 
I BLUSH to look back on the date of your 
obliging letter : but hope you will pardon my 
loTig silence, when I inform you it has been 
owing to my having left London before your 
letter reached it, which occasioned some delay ; 
and since I have been very much indisposed, 
and all writing forbidden me. 

I bad received your obliging letter, incloang 
the further indulgence from the Governor of 
the Advocates' Library, and have the most 
grateful sense of their goodness, which I shall 
be careful not to abuse ; if I have neglected to 
express it, I beg you will convey my most re- 
spectful sentiments to those gentlemen ; which 
I shall endeavour to express myself when I re- 
tarn their book. 

My absence of six weeks from London has 
prevente(f me from seeing any of the books you 
bave been so' good as to send me; but doiibt 
not th^ being^ safe at Northumberlaiid House, 
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mon carrier bom London. Nay, it is aot im- 
possible .but before summer is over, I may be 
able to bring it with me to Edenborough, in a 
poat-chuse myself, which will be still more sa* 
tisfactory, provided the gentlemen who favour- 
ed me with the loan of it, may not think I de« 
tain it from them too long ; by waiting for such 
an opportunity. 

Be pleased to mention this to them, and fa- 
vour me with thor final directions, which I 
shall most implidtly observe; and remain most 
gratefully. Dear Sir, Sec 

P. S. I was much obliged to you Sot iavour- 
ing me with the sight of the catalogue ; though 
I did not find any article, which I particularly 
wanted. I should be glad if you could favour 
me with Mr Lambe^s Battle of Flodden ; but 
not without you suffer me to repay you for 
that and the other articles, you are so good as 
to procure me. 

My best and kindest respects to my much- 
loved friends Dr and Mrs Blair. 
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XVIII. 

Northumberland House, May 14. 1774. 
DEAR Sill, 

You must have thought me guilty of a very 
great neglect, to have let all your obliging fa- 
vours remain so long unacknowledged : but 
when they arrived, I was absent on a journey 
into Sussex, and after I came back I could not 
immediately get a frank, the Duke having the 
gout in his hands. Be pleased to accept my 
best thanks for the copy of the Poem on Flod- 
den Field; but it has very much vexed me 
that I should f^ve you the trouble to send me, 
a copy out of Scotland, when I could have pur- 
chased one at our very door here in London : 
tt was owing'^to meer oversight and inattention 
that I so inadvertently consented to your taking 
that trouble upon you, and beg you for the fu- 
ture that you will not suffer me to act so fool- 
ishly and unreasonably by you. As the Duke 
is also much absent, I must for the future dis- 
continue using his privilege for the conveyance 
of any thing but meer letters ; for he was at 
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Newmarket when some of the packets came, 
and at the same time I was absent in Sussex ; 
so that the taking care of the packets for me 
created him a good deal of embarrassment and 
trouble. A single letter, with another single 
letter inclosed to any friend of jours in Lon- 
don, I shall very thankfully receive at any time 
under his Grace^s cover, and will carefully for- 
ward as you direct ; but any other sort of pack- 
ets, or even catalogues, I must beg the favour 
to have sent by the carrier, and I shall with 
the utmost pleasure pay the carriage, be it what 
it will. 

How shall I be able to make proper returns 
for so many obliging favours as you are conti- 
nually heaping upon me ? I wish you would 
think of any of our London publications, that 
I might send you : at least I shall intreat your 
acceptance of a set of the new edition of my 
Ancient Reliques, which Mr Dodsley is going 
soon to commit to the press. I thank you a 
thousand times for the extension of my time of 
keeping the old MS. which you have procured 
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ibr me, and desire you will present my best 
thanks to the superintendent of the Advocates* 
Library for his very kind indulgence: what* 
ever pieces I publish from that MS. I shall cer* 
tfunly (as in duty bound) present to you both 
and to the Library. I am. Dear Sir, &c. 

XIX- 

Alnwick Casik, July 21. 1774. 
BEAR SIR, 

I CAME here a few days ago, and brought with 
me Bannatyne's MS. which has been so long 
and so obligingly lent me out of your excellent 
Advocates' Library. I intend to devote a good 
part of my leisure time during my summer re- 
sidence here, to the final examination of this 
curious collection of Ancient Poetry, and then 
consign it to your care, in consequence of your 
most obliging permission to have it returned to 
the Librarian, whose great politeness and civi- 
lity I am highly bound to acknowledge, as I 
am that of all the other gentlemen who super* 
intend that most valuable repository. 



48 

I flatter 'iii3(8elf I. shall be able to accompaii/ 
it with A copy of the .H)9U$ebald .BoQk^* for 
your own acceptance, hut this etUre nou9 : for 
bis Gisace has so few left, and so oiany appUoa* 
iiom from bis fiiends, that it is difficult to pro- 
cure one : so that although I have long wishied 
to obtain one for you, till now I have not been 
able to succeed. ' 

Pray how does the publication of the l£d vol. 
of Scottish Songs, 12mo. go on ? You some time 
ago promised to procure me a sight of the ma« 
nuscript if it CQuld be forwarded to me here ; I 
have more leisure to overlook it than I usually 
hftve in the South. 

What other literary works are carrying on 
in Scotland ? What publications have you had 
lately f What use do the booksellers and those 
at Glasgow mean to make of the liberty they 
have gained, by the defeat of our London book- * 
sellers ? What new editions of English authors 
are they preparing in consequence of the victo- 
ry ? Such as are el^ant and chei^ one would 
be glad to purch^ise. 

* The IIouMliold Book, however, was not sent 
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Adi«n^ I my dear 4r» and ^voi^r iit^yo^r ,lel- 
sure, with a line, Yours, 8ec. 

P. S. Pr(iy give my be^t respects to jVIr Bq^ 
well : tell hiijri I left Jphn^n well, preparing tp 
set out with JArs Thrale for Wales, about a 
fortnight ago. Jfe lias begun to print the ap- 
t^ount of his Tour thrpugh the Highlands. 

Is there any sale of boQks going forward at 
Edinburgh? Your booksellers could perhaps 
forward a c^Aalpgue to our bookseller, Mr 
Graham at Alnwick P Would you procure me 
a copy ^f tlj^ foliiP edition of Fqrdun at a rea- 
sonable price ? 

XX. 

Alnwick Caslje, Aug, 9* 1774* 
D£AU SIR, 
I AM extremely obliged ^o you for ypur .<??Hi- 
stant attention to every little purjsuit of nMne : 
As to xh§ copy you motion pf Surrey's Pofimjf^ 
it will not be jaecessary, as I have more authen^ 
Me ones, and pf a much earlier date. Otherwise 
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I should, in consequence of your kind hint, ap- 
ply toMr Grough myself, without suffering you 
to give yourself so much trouble. I have re- 
ceived Mr Beirs catalogue, which you have 
been so good as to send me, and should be glad 
if you could procure me the books mentioned 
on the other side, and get them sent to Aln- 
wick by Mr Bell, directed to the care of Mr 
Graham, bookseller, at Alnwick, in Northum- 
berland, by whom I will remit the money. 

I am, &c« 

P. S. May I beg the favour of a line to in- 
form me, what of these books I may expect, and 
when? And if you have not already bought 
me the folio edition of Fordun^ you need not 
now buy it: if you do buy Fordun, or cannot 
dispose of it again, then I would omit having 
Abercromhie in the opposite list. 

N. B. If No. 1480 contains the two parts, I 
should be particularly glad to secure that.* 

• This was a copy of the " Vida de LazarWoy** priced at Is. ! ! 
The list of the other hooks has been omitted, as thej ace wholly 
of a commoo-place kind. 
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XXI. 

Alnwick Castle, Aug. 18. 1774. 

DEAR SIR, 
How much am I obliged to you for the innu- 
merable favours you incessantly heap upon me ? 
I have received Fordun^s ScotuChronicoUf and 
hope soon to receive the other parcels, both 
printed books and the MS. Songs. I am equally 
obliged to you with regard to Fordun^ as if I 
accepted it in the kind manner you intended ; 
but as I never wanted it for myself, only to 
supply another person, I must beg to know 
what it cost you, that I may pay for it with the 
other books. This I must beg leave to insist 
upon.— I am, however, but too much obliged to 
you already for your many former favours. 

I unluckily left your printed copy of Lind- 
say's Satirical Play in London ; so cannot re* 
turn it with the MS. which I will, if possible, 
endeavour to send before the end of the sum. 
mer: but I have got a compleat transcript made 
by Allan Ramsay, and lent me by his son. 

I know not whether I have thanked you for 
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your kind otfet about Surrey ^s Poems : but the 
copy you mentioned is but an incorrect one, and 
I have some much earlier.— -Pray give my best 
thanks to Mr Boswell, for his kind message 

« 

about the MS. — Should it be necessary, I shall 
apply to him. I write in great haste ; but am 
ever, most truly, &c. 

xxii. 

Ahfvick Caslle, Aug, 22. 1774* 
DEAR SIR, 
My parcel, containing the books you were so 
good as to secure for me out of Mr Bell's sale, 
and also the MS. Collection of Songs, came safe. 
I am truly grateful for the trouble you are so 
good as to give ydurself, on this and all other 
occasions, to oblige me. I have looked over the 
MS. Collection of Scottish Song^, and find most 
of them are fragments too mutilated and im*' 
perfect to afford roUch pleasure to a readef in 
their present state; and yet most of them ooi»« 
tain charming hints, whidi might gki^e odcAsion 
to tery beautiful songi^ if supplied and filled Up, 
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in the manner that old broken fragments of ao^ 
tique statues have been repaired and compleated 
by modern masters. I think I could fill up the 
breaches of some of them myself; and, by wait- 
ing a little, one might possibly recover more 
perfect copies of some of the others. In the 
meantime, it would be pity to delay the pubKda^ 
tion of the 2d vol. of Scottish Songs till these 
discoveries are made. I wish you would per* 
suade the editor to collect all that are tolerably 
perfect, in this or any other collection : I would 
furnish him myself with a good number of old 
Scots songs and poems, all perfect and compleat, 
which have never yet been printed, and which I 
myself transcribed from an old manuscript at 
Cambridge, which was compiled by old Sir Rich* 
ard Maitland, ancestor of the Earls of Lauder- 
dale ; and many others might be transcribed by 
himself from Baanatyne^s MS. when I return it ; 
all these would easily fill a 2d volume forthwith. 
As, in three or four years, I intend to publish a 
volume or two more of old English and' So0t4 
tifth poems, in' the manner of my ReHquetef 
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Jneient EngiUh Poetry^ I shall then insert 
some of these fragments, if the editor will give 
me leave to transcribe and fill up the deficieucea 
of some of them in the manner I attempted be» 
fore ; and from my book he may reprint such of 
them as suit his subject and plan in his 3d vo- 
lume, in like manner as he did in his first vo- 
lume. Let me know what he thinks of this pro« 
posal, and write as soon as possible ; because, 
till I hear from you, I shall not presume to 
touch one of them. I am, &c. 

P. S. As I make these things only the amuse- 
ments of my most idle and leisure moments, it 
will require time to compleat such fragments. 

XXIII. 

Alnwick Castle, Sep, \6. 1774* 

MY BEAR GOOD SIR, 

I SHOULD not have delayed to acknowledge the 

favour of your former letter till the arrival of 

your last of ISth insUnt, had I not been al>- 



49 

sent on a tour through Cumberland, I cannot 
express how much I feel myself obliged to you 
for your continual attention to gratify me in all 
respects. I shall be extremely glad to see the 
parcel of old historical ballads, which you men* 
tion, in print and manuscript ; but could wish 
if possible they might rather be sent by the car« 
rier, than undercover to his Grace ; and» if you 
think the parcel too small, I would wait till 
.some more favourable qpportunity offer; but, 
unless it be a single piece or so, now and then 
inclosed in your letter, I would rather wish to 
decline having them sent under his Grace^s 
covers, as he is often absent, and it is trouble- 
some to send packets after him, which are to 
come back again. I beg you will present my 
compliments to Mr Wotherspoon, together with 
the inclosed leaf, which contains an hypothesis 
that is certainly very ingenious and probable 
at least,— whether the Oratorio be immediately 
sprung from the old Mystery or not ? He does 
me great honour in referring to my slight pub« 
4ications, and I shall be very glad to purchase his 

E 
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book when published. I wiU tranemit the Songs 
when I return to the South. 

And now, my Dear Sir, I h(^ you will par* 
don my perserering in my desire to repay you 
for Fordun, as it is for another person, whom I 
shall not scruple to make pay for it ; and unless 
you do this, I cannot send it to him, but must 
return it to Edinburgh. Your great generosity 
in other instances suffidently distresses^ me, and 
you will really render it impossible for me ever 
to trouble you with my petty commissions any 
more. May I beg the favour to trouble you 
with the inclosed letter to Dr Blair, to whom I 
could wish it may be delivered, at latest, when 
he comes to preach at his church next Sunday. 
I am, &c. 

XXIV. 

Alnrvkk Castk, SepL Sa 1774. 
DEAR SIR, 
I SEE you will overwhelm me with obligations, 

which I cannot sufficiently acknowledge, though 
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I must most gratefully feel tbem. I reaHj must 
be more guarded for the future, how I express 
my wishes and desires on any subject, as you are 
so uncommonly generous and assiduous in gra- 
tifying them. Accept a thousand thanks for 
your most valuable present, since it must be so; 
and direct me how I can remit you the money 
for the rest. Perhaps this will be best done by 
paying it in London to some bookseller who 
corresponds with your^'s at Edinburgh. 

I shall be chiefly at Easton Mauduit till after 
Christmas, and shall be infinitely obliged to you 
for any old songs, ballads, or poems, which you 
may chance to pick up, either in print or manu- 
script 

If I can get time to finish my cursory peru- 
sal of the remaining songs in Bannatyne's MS. 
which was so generously lent me out of your 
Advocates' Library, I will yet send it to you^ 
before I leave this place ; (of which you may ex- 
pect advice whenever sent;) If not, as I am 
pressed for time, I will accept the kind indul- 
gence of your most obliging librarian, and de- 
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tain it a little Imiger to s^id it from Loodon ; 
which ]ast plan, if you do not hear from me soon, 
you may conclude I have adopted. Pray pre- 
sent my best respects and thanks to him for all 
his civilities; and beUeve me to be, &c. 

P. S. I shall use Mr Wotherspoon^s obliging 
permission to keep the MS. Songs by me till 
wanted. 

XXV. 

Easton Maudmi, Noo. SO. 177^ 
HY BEAR SIR, 
I HAVE loDg wished to do myself the pleasure of 
writing to you, but being here confined in the 
country, where I could get no frank, I could not 
allow myself to put you to the expense of post- 
age ; but at length I had an opportunity of for- 
warding this to Alnwick, and then I could de* 
lay writing no longer. I have received safe your 
obliging present of the old ballads, which have 
followed me into the south, and are a new proo^ 
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added toiimumerable oUiers, of your kind atten* 
don to me, fuid constant wish to gratify your 
absent friends. 

A long indisposition has prevented me from 
availing mysdf, «, much as I intended, of my 
Retreat in the Country for literary pursuits ; but 
I hope ere long to be able to resume that kind 
of amusements. The same causes have hinder- 
ed me from making the active inquiries you de- 
sired after Dr Alexander Monro Drummond ; 
but when I get fixed in London for the remain- 
der of the winter, (which yet will hardly be 
soon,) I will make all the inquiries in my power. 
As for Lord Algernon,* he is too remote to ap- 
ply to him ; for we have not yet heard of his 
getting to France. Be pleased to mention this, 
together with my kindest and best respects, to 
my good friend Dr Blsur, who, in his letter to 
me, desired me to make the same inquiry. Tell 
him I have been drawn in to delay writing to 
him, in hopes I should have been able to an- 
swer his wishes on this subject long befbref now. 

* AfterwaTdi Earl of Bemley. 
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A lame leg, which I have had these five week8» 
I fear will keep me long from Lcmdon. In the 
meantime, Dr Drummond'^s friends surely might 
apply to Lord Windielsea^s mother^Lady Char- 
lotte Findi, at St James's Palace, London, and 
have their doubts resolved at once. I am, &c 



EastoH MauduU, Dec. 31. 1774. 
MY OEAB GOOD SIR, 
How kindly oUiging are you to me upon all ooca- 
aons ? * I have been fiivoured with the two cata- 
logues of books, but shall not have occasion to 
trouble you for any articles in either of them. 
I am no less obliged to you for forwarding to me 
the card of my good friend Dr Blair, to whom 
I shall write at large, as soon as I can give him 
any authentic intelligence of Lord Algernon 
Percy; but the Duke and Duchess being at 
Bath, I am not in the way of hearing about his 
Lordship till we meet in London : th^i I shall 
express my kind sentiments to a man whom I 



6S 

ab truly lore and honour. I write in great 
baste, and therefore hope you will pardon the 
brevity of, Dear Sir, :&c. 

XXVII. 

ft 

London, July 28. 1775. 

DEAR SIB> 
I AM much ashamed to think how long I have 
been indebted for a very kind letter, when I was 
favoured with a second mark of your most obli« 
ging attention. I hope you will pardon my si- 
.lence, when I assure you that. Tor these ^three 
months past, I have been constantly chained 
down to the most disagreeable of all situations, 
and what absorbs the attention the most of all 
other, the attendance on sick friends. The 
Dutchess struggled for life many weeks, and 
when Providence decided the conflict most hap- 
pily in her favour (and during that conflict I 
was constantly down at Sion with her, and con- 
tinually in her anti-chamber,) the -moment I 
eould.geta little recite, I was both seized with 
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a violeDt illness myself, and have had the sull 
greater mortification of seong a beloved wife 
reduced twice to the point of death, who even at 
this moment lies deplorably ill, and I fear in 
great danger. However, I have roused myself 
up, and would not any longer defer writing. I 
I have also sent away, carriage-paid, this day, 
by the Edinburgh waggon, (which puts up at 
the Bird and Bush, Edinburgh,) a little box 
containing, (1.) Bannatyne^s MS. Collection of 
Scottish Poems. (2.) The volume of MS. Songs 
sent me last year. (3.) A small parcel for my 
Lord Hailes. Your little printed volume in 4ta 
intitled. Sir David Lindsay^s Satires, I have ven- 
tured to detain a little longer, till I can compare 
it with a perfect copy transcribed from Banna- 
tyne^s MS. by Allan Ramsay, and lent me by 
his son. When I have examined it a little more, 
I will send it you in a second packet, together 
with some of the poems from Maitland, when I 
have had leisure to consider them, which I have 
not had once cdnoe I received your last MS. 
Collection of Songs, and only glanced my eye 
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cimorily over that volume^ which I have now 
leturned, without having had time (from my 
othec avocations,) to make the least use of the 
contents. ;I hope now, in- the- course of next 
wiqter, to prepare a 4th volume of Reliques for 
the presa ; and when I have selected some of 
MaiUand'W poemrfor my own work, I shall see 
what I can spare for your friend^s publication. 
. . Should 1 any where meet with, or hear of the 
piece you mention De irium Regum JUiiSy I 
shall not finl to give immediate notice, either to 
my Lord Hules or to you. 

I beg. Sir, you will present my most f espect- 
ful thanks to the gentlemen, who have so kind* 
ly mdulged me with the long loan of Banna- 
tyne^s MS. out of the Advocates^ Library, and 
to all who were instrumental in procuring me 
so great an indulgence : and accept yourself the 
best tlianks of, Dear Sir, &a 

XXVIIL 

Northumberland House, FA. 29. 1776. 
DEAE SIR, 
Thouoh so long an interval has intervened 
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nnce any letter has passed between ns, do not 
think I €an ever ii»;get your many acts of friends 
ship, or that I should not be extremely con- 
cerned to lose your correspondence: unfiirta- 
nately I am so drcumstanoed, that, amidst the 
mnltiplicdty of other letters, I am often driven 
to postpone those of my literary friends, till I 
find it difficult to resume the thread of the cor- 
respondence: I hope, however, you will per- 
mit me to reclaim it with you, and be pleased to 
inform me, how I can 6onvey a set of my An- 
cient PoeiQs to you, of which Dodsley has late- 
ly published a new edition : and though I have 
no share of the property of this impression, I 
have made interest to procure a copy fiir you. 
I am also ashamed, in the highest d^;ree, to find 
that I have never paid a IhII finr books you 
bought for me the summer before last: this 
discovery I only made two or three days ago, 
in turning over some papers, when your bill 
stared me in the face ; but as I have lost the 
memorandum, which you favoured me with, in- 
forming where I could pay the money to your 
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agent, or correipondent, I hope you will par- 
don die omission, and give me a fresh direction 
without dehiy. Any letter for me, may be in* 
closed under cover to his Grace the Duke of 
Northumb^land, at Northumberland House, 
London : I should be most happy, if at the 
same time you could employ me to execute 
any commission for you ; as I really feel my- 
self under so many obligations of this kind to 
you, that I long to discharge them by similar 
vetums. I am, &c. 



Northumberland House, AprUZt. 1776. 
DEAR SIR, 
I sECsrvED your very obliging letter and the 
copy of the old ballad, for which be pleased to 
accept my grateful thanks : I have not received 
Eginharf s Life of Charlemagne which you men- 
tion, nor is it at all necessary. I have taken the 
liberty to send a copy of the new edition of the 
Behques, &c. by Mr James Robertson, and 
hope you will accept them, as a small token for 
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the present, of that regBOcd with which, I am, 

XXX. 

EasUm Maudmi, Feb. 5. 1777. 

BEAR SIR, 
I HAVB so often trespassed upon your good na- 
ture by long intervals of idlenoe, and you have 
so constantly extended your pardon to me, that 
I am not altogether without hope of your indul- 
gent forgiveness at present, tho^ I have so 
little right to expect it. The truth is, I am 
often so idle, and so busy, that one while I 
have no leisure to write to my friends, and at 
other times no ability ; which, though no good 
excuse, yet is an ingenuous confession ; and at 
least exempts me from one imputation, which 
would be unpardonable, that of disregard, or 
disrespect Neither of these can ever be the 
case with regard to Mr Paton, to whose friend- 
ship I have been and am so continually obliged. 

It is expected that all franking will be sup- 
pressed. I have recdved J. BelTs catalogue 
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for 1777: this was left for me at Northumber- 
land House, and I imagine came from you : 
Will you have the goodness to secure (and 
send by the waggon, directed to me at Nor- 
thumberland House,) the following articles? 
viz.— 



roisart, &c. 188. "^ 

iodorus. &c. 7s* \ ei o i::t 

ida. Ac! 1^ H^' **• ^^ 

ibbon's Essay, &c. Ss. 6d. J 



No. 
Folio> 86 Froisart, &c. 188. 

B95 Diodorus 
Syo. 2320 Vida 
2887 Gibbon 

The money I will pay to Messrs Richardson 
and Urquliart, or to whomsoever else you please. 
(By the bye, I hope you received the last pay- 
ment which I made there last year.) I should 
be happy (though I so little deserve it,) to re- 
ceive the favour of a line, and to hear what in- 
genious works are going forward under your 
auspices. Be pleased to inclose to me under 
cover, (To the Earl of Sussex, at Easton Mau- 
duit,*near Castle Ashby, in Northamptonshire,) 

* Henry Earl of Sussex, who dying without surviving issue, in 
the year 1799, the Earldom became estinct The furniture, 
including the family pictures, a singularly valuable collection, 
was told by auction upon the 6th of April 1801, and following 
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with a P in a corner of the direction for dis- 
tinction. I aoi, with great esteem and regard, 
Dear Sir^ &c. 

P. S. I should have written to you in the 
autumn, but all my attention was then and has 
been ever since ingrossed by the fatal illness 
and subsequent death of the Duchess of Nor- 
thumberland, which has engaged me ever since 
in constant business.* You told me last spring 

dfijTS, by Mr Smith, of Kimbolton. See Gentleman*8 Mag. 
for May 1801, p. 422. The cause of this sale was an un- 
happy family dissentbn, arising foom'the elopement of Lady 
Barbara Yelverton, his Lordship*s daughter and heiress, from 
an inn at Bamet to Gretna Green, with Colonel Gould. This 
event was the cause of his subsequently marrying a second wife, 
in the hope of having children : but his wishes on thu subject 
were frustrated, and the entailed estates and barony of Grey de 
Kuthyn, (a barony in fee) consequently fell to the issue of Lady 
Barbara. 

* Her Grace died upon her birth-day, Dec. 6. 1776, aged 
60. She was the lineal heir of the Percies. *' Her extennve 
charities to the poor ; her encouragement of literature and the 
polite arts ; and her generous patronage of every kind of merit ; 
her warm attachment to her friends ; her goodness to her ser« 
yants ; not to mention her tender affection for her fiunily ; 
made her death a public loss, and will cause it to be long la- 
mented." Brydges, voL il p. 364. This praise is merited, al- 
though it does occur in a peerage, for, generally speakmg, 
Ovid*s Metamorphoses are nothing compared to those of a ge^ 
nuine peerage writer. 
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there was a new edition of the Scots Songs in 
two vols, does it contain any improvements ? 
You also hoped to procure a Norn Song. Have 
you succeeded ? Pray could you inform me, 
who are executors of Mr Fouiis of Glasgow ? 

XXXL 

Northumberland House, May S2. }777> 
BEAB SIR,. 
You have been so particularly obliging upon 
all occasions, that I flatter myself you will ex- 
cuse my requesting the favour of you to pro- 
cure a copy of the Sermon here advertised, viz. 

Just publuhedy Price 6d. 
And sold by WiUiam Sdtaw and WUHam Creech^ £dinbiiigb» 

and Feter TVil/, Bookseller, Glasgow ; 
The Dominion of Providence of the Passions of Men : 

A SERMON, 

Preached at Priocetown, on the 17th May 1776, 

Being the Greneral Fast appointed by the Congress through 

the United Colonies. 

To which IS added. 

An Address to the Natives of Scotland resicBng in America. 

By John WiTREaspooN, D.D. 

Resident of the College of New Jersey, formerly Minister 

in Paisley. 
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t^ItiB not the iQtenUon of the editors of the present edition 
of the Doctor*s Sermon and Address, to gain friends to his sen- 
timents. This is not likely to be the case with any who will 
peruse them with attention ; but to shew what artful means, and 
falladons arguments, have, been made use of by ambitious and 
self'designing men^ to stir up the poor infatuated Americans to 
the present rebellious measures ; what an active hand even Dr 
Witherspoon has had therein ; and to convince his friends in 
this country of the truth of his being a chief promoter of the 
American revolt 

And be pleased to send it in one or more covers, 
directed to tlie Rev. Mr Lort^ under an inclo- 
sure, — To the Lord Bishop of Chester, at Lam* 
beth, near London. 

I have a further favour to request of you, 
that you will honour with your acceptance the 
two volumes of Captain Cookers Voyage, which 
my bookseller had orders to send you last Mon- 
day, (carriage paid ; which I mention only lest 
you should be charged twice.) — I desired him 
to get good impressions of the plates, and hope 
you will admit them into your library, as a 
small tribute of that respect with which I am^ 
&c 
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Northumberland House, June 14. 1777* 

DEAR SIR, 
Accept my best thanks for your ready compli- 
ance with my former request ; which, like other 
favours too readily granted, only brings fresh 
trouble upon yourself. I must once more beg 
leave to apply to you, to send two more copies 
of Dr Witherspoon'^s Sermon to the Bishop of 
Chester : be pleased to send them by different 
posts, and even in more covers than two or 
three, if there should be any danger of their ex- 
ceeding each the weight of two ounces.* 

The Sermons need no other direction, but, 
*^ To the Lord Bishop of Chester, at Lambeth, 
near London,^ and require no internal cover. 

* In the Weeldy Magazine, or Edinbuigh Amiuement, for 
May 1777f will be fonnd some severe strictures on this celebrated 
sermon, which occanoned a paper in answer by some of Wither* 
spoon*s friends, in the Constitutional Magazine, under the sig» 
nature of Coriolanus, This answer, from its personality and 
scurrility, had been refused admittance into the Weekly Maga» 
line. In the latter, (June 17770 appeared a reply, signed 
W. C. and dated Paisley, entitled, «* A Supplement to Obser- 
Titioiia on Dr Witherspoon^i Senaon.** 

F 
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At the same tim^, I 6hOuld be glad to be 
favoured with a line from you, addressed to me 
undcar cover, To his Grace the Duke of North* 
umberland, at Northumberland House, Lon- 
don ; in whidi I should be glad if jou would 
give me some account of this Dr Witherspoon,^ 

* WjAtaaipooa is said* m tbe meagre and imperfect aooDont of 
his Life, prefixed to his ooUected work8,^(9 volumes, Hhno. Edin* 
1804-5,) to have been ^* lineally descended from that eminent 
BMn ti .i^cdj Ae Bcv.Jahn l^ox, irttD lutown-as tha prana 
iostniment of spreading and establishing the lefoaned religion te 
this part of the United Kingdom.** This ^* ReverauT* John 
Kliox^ it is piresimied) is Intended to metm tmr veuersfele re? 
fbrmer$ hot m what wa^ Witherspoim derived his descent froti^ 
him, IS not pointed out. He was bom on the 5th day of Feb. 
1722, his fadier being then minister of the parish of Ycster, 
about 1 8 miles from Edinburgh. He was sent very early to the 
public school at Haddington, firom whence, at the age of fourteen^ 
be was removed to the University of Edinburgh, where he re- 
mained seven years; at the taipay of whibli period^ he was liccaaed 
to preach the gospeL It was proposed to nominate him asustanf 
and sueeesMc to hk firther, inlhefwrishof Yciter,1nitthit 1^ 
]^ointmdit he declined, and acce p te d of the church of Bdth id 
Ayrshire. Whilst there, during the rdbettian 1745-6, be took-tn 
active part in support oi the -reigning HuaSff^im not onlf 
preached against the Jacobites, but, to evince fais zeal, maschad 
fiom Beith to Glasgow at the head dT the milili% and wasoMde 
prisoner by the rabds* Burh^ his ^qfinement, he was ao 
hardl)r used, as to be unable t& disoha^ his kbMastiBal Hutleft 
finr a considerable time after bis eicapar Of this rm^NinaBt ftet 



wliip$e chamber and hbtoiy. im U^I^ known at 
thi^ end of tbA island. Thq^ I conolnde lie ha9 
made a noise, in Ngith Britain asr.i^rdl a3 New 
iBngland. 

In hia hutny, hk biflgnpliar tdctf no notice. He next ob- 
fsioed « call to.Paide]r» where he wat mach respected. He re- 
flei?ed menf a^Taatageoot efci to change his o^aige, and 9k 
fint njectody the mvltalion d the tfustess of the College of 
New Jertex in Ameiiea* which he afterwaiids accepted. In 
|be ekotch of bis life aboye nolioed» many reasons are aa- 
figned for his mbscqnen^ change of opinien, but the writer 
has overlooked one dzcnnstanoey which, no doubt* materially 
influeoced him in. bis iinal resolutian. Some young men in 
Pattky» on the Saturday .(Feb. 17CK2) preceding the sacnu 
incut, were reported to have cfwducted themselves in a most 
pmfene manner ; one of them after dinner, it was alledged, had 
produced a token, and when asked where he had got it, said, 
*^ from Jjxdm Iscariot,*' and that he would ** play odds and ends** 
who should use it. In the evening of the same day, a variety 
of indeoendes* equally repnehenaSrie* occuined ; and Dr Wither. 
9fi9(a^f to whom this scawdalooa conduct had been eommuni* 
cated, preached a sermon, (Seasona b l e Advioe to Young Fer^ 
ions ; text, Psalm L i.) in which he took particular notice 
of the behaviour of these individuals, and pointed them out 
as highly censurable iot their gross conduct. He nei^t brought 
the matter before the kirk«se8sion, when the accused express- 
ed contrition, and were ordered to be publicly rebuked before 
the opogr^gation. This sentence being reversed upon appeal 
to jtlie Presbytery, Witheifqpoon published the sermon, with 
a poAfipf declaring the mmes of the parties, and describ- 
ing the nature and extent of thehr ofltocei This gave rise to 



68 



I suppose your friend is not yet come to Lon- 
don with the Collection of Songs, &c., but I beg 
you will not be anxious about it ; I have already 
received too many favours of that sort from you. 



i an action of damages in the Court of Session, in which the pur- 

I suers represented the great detriment that had arisen to them by 

and through the preaching and publication of the sermon. Af* 
ter a litigation of many years, judgment was pronounced in fa- 
vour of the pursuers, (Feb. 1. 177&) and damages (£150,) and 
ML costs of suit were awarded. This decision is like that in toa 
\ many other cases of equal importance, not reported, which is the 

more to be regretted, as if the reverend gentleman^s statement in 
point of fact was correct, which, from the minuteness oi the de- 
tail, the specification of the names of witnesses, and the partial 
confession of the parties themselves, it would appear to have 
been, — ^the award of damages can hardly be accounted for on 
any other ground than that the Judges had revived the ** Old 
Compend of Scots Law,** '^ Shew me the man, and I'll show 
you the law.'* The probability is, that although there might be 
good morsl evidence of .the truth of the chaige, yet that there 
was not sufficient legal proof to establish if. However, one 
thing is dear, that the defender's position in relation to his mo- 
ther country, by embracing the side of tha colonists, would not 
influence the court in his favour. 

Dr Wttherspoon arrived with his family in America in the 
month of August 1768, and instantly commenced^ his labours. 
The appointment was beneficial to the esUblishment, and, 
under the superintendence of so able a man, it soon became 
flourishing. In the contest between Great Britain and the 
colonies, die Doctor became as cdebmtcd as a politsctan as he 



to have the least right to be urgent for fresh ones. 
Adieu ! my dear sir, and believe me to be, 
yours, &c 

P. S* Lord Percy, who is arrived safe and 
well, gives us hope that the war will be termin- 
ated in the ensuing campaign. 

XXXIII. 

Alnwick Castle, Aug. 29. 1777* 
BEAR SIR, 
I WAS preparing to thai& you for your most 

<»bliging present of the Scottish Ballads, in 

S vols, which followed me to thb place ; when 

I received the additional favour of your very 

kind letter, inclosing the Norn Song.* The 

liad been as a divine. He was yery early elected, and, it is be- 
lieved, remained a member of Congress until his death, which 
took place at his seat near Frincetown, in New Jersey, on the 
15th day of November, 1794, aged 72 years, nine months, and 
ten days. 

* ** I do not remember if I left you a copy of a Nokk Bal- 
lad which I got in Foula. I wish you would try if Dr Percy 
could make any thing of it If you have no copy, I shaU send 
aa eiact one, as I wrote at least, tfao* I cannot depend on the €r- 



Ifltigui^ 18 tudcnown to me ; and, as I find 
from your acoonnt, that it is equally so to Mr 
Low,-|* who wrote it down from the mouth of 

tiiognphy, M I wiote it firom an honest ooiintijnian*t moatli, 
who eould ndther read nor write, but- had the moat tttcndve 
mcmoiy I ever heard o£ He, I am afraid, is hydiif time dead, 
aa he was then old and mudi decayed ; bat, when I law hhn, he 
was so mueh pleased with my enriosity, and now and then a 
glatt of gin J that he repeated (it) and song the whole day.** 
Bev. O. Low to 6. Paton, 27th Feb. 1770w MThat became of 
this Noro, or 'Ncne Song, does not appear. It is pofaaps tha 
one printed by Barry in the Appendix to his Orkney Isles. 
' -f- The Beverend Gcoige Lqw^ mimster of the Gospel at Bir- 
sa, Orkney. Someparticolarsof the life of this exeeOentpenoo, 
will be found in the Pre£tfe to his Fanna Orcadensu, 4to. £din* 
burgh, 1813, (edited by Dr Elford Leach.) The following 
letter, descriptire of his feelings- npon the death of his wile, oe- 
curs amongst the Faton Letters ; a^, as afibrding the best prooif 
of his goodness of heart and kindly dispositioOy is here given to 
the public :— 

Mt Deak Fbiskb, — ^Yotur letters have all come to hand, 
but at » time when my spirits were in no condition to answer 
Ibem. 

Alas, my friend ! Friday, 29th ultimo, saw me happy in the 
fticqdship of a prudent, affectionate, and beloved wife, likely to 
be a valuable companion for many years to come. Monday saw 
this jewel a lump of day ; and Thursday I was obliged to blend 
.the very half of my soul with the dust, together with our child. 
I need say no more ; you can feel- for me. All my happiness In 
rihd w«c]d.is,interrf4 with Jiei^. In a word, it seema to ma an 
cnlife wastfii^when will it be morn in the gnve ? Home, 
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the recft^r, I tjiinkit is .a gneat^yjtfaat he did 
not write down a translation of it (which Aould 
have been as literal as possible,) from the mouth 
of the old Orkney farmer, who gave it him from 
memory. However, tho* he be dead, and tho* 
none of his countrymen can speak the Norn fa- 
miliarly, probably some old persons may be 
fovindy who can u^d^rstajid it .wJtien repeated. 
After all, if Mr Low shpi^ld publish any ^c 
count of the Orkneys, I hope he w^l npt fail to 
print this song, which is perhaps the only sped- 
men now exumt of the poet;ry of those islands. 
However that may be, I beg ypu will believe 

hmael cywywhcre her beloved Aade follows me. A thousand 
happy drcumstances thrust her forward into my imagination* 
that render, day and night restless. I hare not (rest?) two of the 
foM-an^-tw^y hours snce I lost her, which is like to be of the 
worst consequence to my head, and renders it at times far from 
dear. But it is next in my heart to say, I am. Beat Sir, yours, 
dtc &C. while 
BirtOy I8ih Dec. 1776. George Low. 

The expense of the following, for the WCeekly) Magazine, 

^ ft^i be.fiatbAilly.Tepaid you by.me atmeetiog, which, will.bto 
.soon:--*' Died at ]pirsa, Orkney, P^cember 2. Mrs Helen 

Tyrici ^use to the Rev. Mr George liOw, minister of ih^ 

pariibf esteemed by 4di wha knew her.** 
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that, for this and all your kind faTours, I re- 
main, &C. 

XXXIV. 

Eastm Mauduit, July 20. 1778. 

DEAK SIB, 
Tho^ a long interval has elapsed since the sus- 
pension of our correspondence, I have been 
constantly wishing to renew it, and cannot de- 
lay any longer to make inquiries after your 
health, which I hope has not suffered since I 
heard from you. 

Of this I cannot but wish to be informed, as 
soon as you can find leisure ; and also, to know 
what kind of literary pursuits have lately enga- 
ged your attention. Any information on the 
preceding subjects will ever be most acceptable 
to me. 

In return, perhaps it may not be unsatisfactory 
to know, that the Bristoll Poetry, which, for 
these three or four years past, has so much en- * 
gaged the attention of the critics at this end of 
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the island, is, to demonstration, proved to be 
modem, in an Appendix lately published by 
the ingenious editor* of these Poems, (viz. Tho- 
mas Tyrwhitt, Esq. late Clerk of the House of 
Commons ;) and what is most astonishing, to 
have been written by a youth, who died two 
months before be was dghteen. If the vdlume of 
the Poetry, in 8vo. and the Appendix, fall in 
your way, they will much amuse you. Your*s, 
&c« 

XXXV. 

Alnfcich Castle, Sept. SO. 1778. 
DEAR SIB, 

I SHOULD not have let your obliging favours re« 
main so long unacknowledged ; but, being for* 
warded to me in the south, it was sometime be- 
fore I could get them sent back to be here. I 
accept them very thankfully ; and consider them 
as most obliging proofs of your kind attention. 
The plan of the Bibliotheca Septentrionalis 
gives us to expect a curious work, which I wish 
the author health and spirits to accomplish. I 
remember Dr Johnson once told me he had in- 
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tended, m aii.earijrfait^ 'bki'Bfey to eompose 
a Dictioimrj of JSnglish ^MtfhAiiA Antiqimies, 
vaanj articles in whidi must have «mted ^tim 
plan of Mr Callander's ; but I believe lie. nevior 
began it. 

I tfaanl you foT'the copy rf' the Soots baHad, 
^'The Duke be was -a bcmny lad.^ I see it is 
dated' 1945, but thb I suppose is c^ily to be 
understood of the events recited : fye a^ for *!]ie 
.composition, it is certtunly very modem. 

In the same letter that inclosed << The Duke,^ 
you talk of sending me another fragment, but it 
is not yet come to hand, which I /Hily mention 
lest it should have miscarried thro^ a mistake in 
the direction, as -you talked of inclpnng to me 
undercover to the Earl of Euea: Siuseseis 
the name, (excuse my reminding you of it, and 
dways to be distinguished by a.'F, or tiiey ;mis» 
earryi) You ask about the Pepysian Collection 
<>f MSS.— Mr Pepy-s library, whicbheibequeath- 
ed to Magdalene College in Cambridge, consists 
almost only fsf- printed ibooks,anioi^ whicb>he 
hastr iargt collectio»dfOM>Engli>b ^ »i<iwI Ba t - 
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ladt pastod in five ltfi|[e 'folio traiunies of Uaoik 
paper :«*«fie has, indeed, one very curious vo. 
klmfe of Seote Ballads and Pbems in MS., writ, 
ten by one of the Maitfamds of Landeidale;* 
ebotat the tkne of E. James V» oat of -which I 
have traasoribed a great ;pbrt of the oonteots: 
Many of the poeoM are copies of the same that 
are in BaQDat3rne^4i MS* in your Advocates^ Lib- 
tarj. I am, &c. 

XXXVI. 

• » • 

CarSk, (iheDeanty,) Nov. 1^7. 1T78* 
BEAR SIE, 
I FLATTEE myself you will excuse my long 
delay in acknowledging your last obli^^ng fa* 
vour, in consideradon of tbemuluplicity of busi-. 
ness and variety of avocations, in which siy 
late preferment has involved me, and which for 
some time to come, I fear, will leave me no lei<& 
sure for those agreeable literary amusement^ 

* Sir Richard MaiOand of LetliliJgtoD, Kn^ht. PiBkeMon; 
in 178G» printed a selection from the Mnidand MSfiL in two 
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which have been the subject of your many obli- 
ging letters. Tho^ I am only come down here 
for a few days, and shall return southward al- 
most immediately, I would not allow myself to 
leave this place, without first paying my reiqiects 
to you on paper, and touching on some of the 
points you mention in your last letter. 

With respect to Mr Callander^s very exten* 
sive Work, I can only contribute my good 
wishes, that it may be brought to the requisite 
perfection ; as my present situation will, I fear, 
afford me no leisure for resuming those amu- 
sing disquisitions and researches, which some 
years ago I pursued with great pleasure. As 
for Dr Johnson, I do not believe he could afford 
much assistance now for a work of that kind, 
as his time has been otherwise employed for 
many years. 

With regard to the Reliques of Ancient 
Poetry, I have a large fund of materials, which, 
when my son has compleated his studies at the 
University, he may if he likes it, distribute into 
one or more additional volumes : but I myself 
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shall hardly find a vacancy now from more seri- 
ous pursuits, to carry them forward myself: I 
find not quite the same relish for those little 
amusing literary sallies, as I did 15 or 16 years 
ago when the former volumes were digested. 
However, I still find remaining so much of my 
wonted liking for these old pieces, that thus 
may afford me still a relaxation from graver 
studies ; and you will always much oblige me, 
therefore, by communicating any thing of that 
sort which may occur to you. As my residence 
with the Duke of Northumberland will now 
cease, it will not be advisable for the future to 
inclose any thing for me under cover to his 
Grace : but send it to Easton Mauduit under 
the direction tp the Earl of Sussex, (with a P 
for distinction as usual) I remain, &c. 

P. S. — I am glad to hear that there is an in. 
tention of publishing Andro Wintoti's Chronicle 
of Scotland^ and other pieces of that sort : I 
wish they were seriously begun, and regularly 
pursued in a series without interruption till all 
your old MSS. were published 
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NorUmib^ad ffquse» Jan. 2. 1779^ 
DEAR SIB, 
I SECfiiYED your last obliging favour, whichy 

like all your former, demands my best acknoww 
ledgements for the very kind attention expres- 
sed in it I only desire to set right one parti« 
cular ; I wbbed in- my former letter to be un- 
derstood, as apologizing for the little asastano^ 
vhich it would now be in my power to afford to 
auch curious and ingenious dis<}ubitions as Mr 
Callander's ; in short, wishing you to have it 
properly represented, that I should now have 
no lasure at all to promote those amusing re- 
aearches by any contributions, and you seem to 
have taken my meaning just contrary as inw 
plying a promised assistance. I know not 
whether it is wortJi while to say any more about 
it, but I could not refrain from setting the mat- 
ter in a true light to you ; as I should be sorry 
to be thought to enter into engagements, which 
it is imposnble fiir a^ Io peiform. Vours^ &c. 



LETTEBS 

MR DAVID HERD 

TO 

MR. GEORGE TATON. 

I. 

Edinbwrgh, Vh Jufy, 1 778. 
HEAR 8I&, 
I WAS favoured with yours last week, and ahould 
be happy in ^pending an ereiitng any time 
with ybur conirenieiicy ; but perhaps that will 
be better after the weather begins to coo] a ist- 
tle-^^and we ead get Mr Cmmnying* for a Sd 

As Mi^ Brbwnf is so good to inddge you 

* JaincsB Cummying, Lyon Cleric, one of the Knights Com- 
pMubnk cf the Cape, and an intimate Mend of FeigoMa the 
Poet, who, with Rondman the Paimei^ Woods the Player, and 
Sommers the Biogiapher of Ferguson, were also members of that 
Sodety. l^or ah ftcoount tif this dab, see Sommers* Life of 
Feigosois p. 53. H« wwako* fellow of the Sodo^ of Sost- 
ish Antiquaries. 

f Libterian to the P«ealty of Adyocates. 
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with the use of Bannatyne's MS. I apprdiend 
the first thing requisite can only be done by 
yourselP^that is, to compare the printed copy 
of Sir David Lindsay ""s Satires with the origi- 
nal-^-and to mark down where the wants of the 
former are to be found in the MS. by a writ- 
ten direction to the person who is to copy it 
out, specifying the respective pages and lines 
of the page where he is to begin and end. When 
this is done, you will know the exact extent rf 
the labour, which, perhaps, may not be so 
long as you suspect; and if you bad leisure to 
write it out yourself upon paper of equal size of 
the print, to be bound with it, it would be at- 
tended with this advantage, that you can rely 
with greater satisfaction upon the orthography 
bong just Few people would t§ke the trouble 
of attending to the old spelling, or giving a vera 
copia of the words and letters where any ob* 
scurity is met with.* 

I inclose you an old Ballad, which I got up- 
wards of two years ago fiom one William Bell, 

* Herd flftovaxds took aU this trouble fiir him. 
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nrho hAd pi(iked it up in Anhandhle ; it was all 
in d^t^tched sclraps ol^ paper, wrote down by 
himsdf at different times^ as he met with those 
who remembered any thing of it— j^art of these 
he h&d lost, and some of the remainder were il« 
l&g^ble, bang chaffed in his pocket. 

The verses I arranged, and marked some 
notes— and shewed them to Mr Wotherspoon 
when he was publishing the last edition of the 
doots Ballads ; biit he thought it tod imperfect, 
fttid not of sufficient merit for having a place in 
the CoUectloil. I should wish your opinion 
whether aiiy thing of the Antique remains hid- 
den ill it— for it has been confoundedly mo- 
dernised in the taking down. I did not at- 
tempt any alteration in the spelling — ^perhaps 
you may find a better method of classing the 
verses. You may shew it to any of youi^ ac- 
^uaintancesf who are curious in these matters ; 
but as it Is the only copy, I would not wish it 
to be lost. 

In Clerk^s snuff-shop in the Exchange, I 
picked Up yesterday the inclosed description of 
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Osaan^s Hall». but was rather too late ; it is mu- 

f 

tilated, and would have been all immediatelj de- 

stroyed.! — I am sorry I cannot furnish you 

' with a complete copy. 

I am sorry my time will not allow me the 

pleasure of perusing the mimuscript in the & 

brary. I am, &c. 
Mr George Palon, 

11. 
D. Hebd presents compliments to IVJr Paton. 
Observes, from a note in the Appendix to An- 
cient Scots Poems, published from the Mait- 
land CollecUon by Pinkerton, that, after much 
labour and search, he has at last discovered in 
the museum, the celebrated Complaynt of ScoU 
land, but wanting the title, and two leaves, S9 
and 137) and that he means to republish it if 
any person will send him a fac simile of the 
tide-page and a literal transcript of the said two 
leaves, — it is. believed Mr Paton, if he is willing^ 
could supply him with these.** 

* Of this book four aspeifcGt oopies were known to exist, Irat 
OM of tbem has disappeared, yiz. that belonging to John 
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Pihkerton HKewise intends publighiog Will* 
ton^s Chronicle from the copy in the Museum,*^ 
and several other Scotish MSS. 

He sayd, Thomas Lermont the RymoUr 
wrote a metrical romance called Sir Tristam^-f- 
of great merit, about 1270, (this is long before 
Barbour and Winton,) that it is in no library 
in England, but may probably be in a M9. 
Collection of Romances in the Advocates^ Li- 
brary, Edinburgh, mentioned by Dr Percy. 

Gavin Douglases Falice of Honour, an excel- 
lent poem, was printed both at London and 
Edinburgh, and is extremely scarce.;^One would 

M'Gown, ICsq. W. S. whose books were sold by Auction m 
1803. It was not in the catalogue. Paton's copy was com- 
pleted firom the reprint, and inlaid" in 4lo. by Mr Liaing« and 
from him purchased for the Advocates* Library. Of the other 
two, one is in the British Museum, and the other was sold 
amongst the Rozburghe books. 

* Subsequently published by Mr David Macpherson in 2 
Tols. rOyal 8vo. Lon. 1795. 

t Now edited by Sir Walter Scott, Bart with Notes, &c in 
one volume 8vo. 

t A beautiful fac-simile reprint of this <* ezi6ellent^' poem has 
been presented to the members of the Bannatyne Club, by J» 
G. Kinnear, Esq. as his private contribution ; thie text of the 
JCdinburgh edition of course was adopted. 



thittk It fliiould be in the Advocates^ Library.— « 
Fn^j did you eter see it ? And did yvm ever 
hear of or see fienrjso&^s FalMls printed at 
Edinburgh by Andro Hart, l€Sl.t 
W<e ar« never to-meet 
Edhburgh, 26ih Mardh 17^7* 

^ The otAy topy of (hid edhidn \aumn to exist ^as puidiased 
hy Hie FaeuLty df AidviBcates, at <dae sale of a portMb cf the li- 
brary of David Constable, Esq. for the sum of £19, 10s. 
(No. 41t).) The condition is very wretched, and it is mudlated in 
many xiiaoea. I^ie title is te ibilswft : ^ Thfe lAerafl FaUm •f 
Ksope the Phrygian, -oompyled infet eloq«ent and ornamental 
Meeter by Itobert Henryson, Schoole Master of Dvmferme- 
line. « DyMmHirt%ient teriu pkUL^hd^: * Vtnaigfiragii Urn- 
nten JUt fiorhu^ iia iranqmUUtat aukni teujociMdUas est s;a«H 
vitas portut :* newlie reuised and corrected, Edinburgh,*' (date 
and printer's name torn away.)— It contaios^ after a prologue^ 
commencing 

Thoagjh feinzied fables and old poetrie 

Be not all grounded upon trueth, yet then 
Their polite tearmes of sweete Rhetoric, 

B.ight pleasant are vnto the eares of men : 
And als the cause that they first b^an 
Was to reproue the haill nusUuing 
Of men, by figure of «nothing. 
The following Fables : 
The tale of the C!ocke«ad the laspe. (FoL 6.) 

The tale of the Vponland Mouse and the Burgesse Mouse. (&> 
The tale of Sir Chantedeir and the Foxe. <13.) 

The tale of the foresaid Tod his Confession to Fner Wolfo- 
wait^kaith. <22.) 
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I HEREWITH xetum you the four books jfou^ was 
so good to le&ve with ve the last time I saw 

The tale of the SoDne^ud the Heir ef Aft Ikwml IVrbc, 
called Father-ware. Alswa the Parliament of Foiue-fiMted 
Beastes, hatden by the Lyon. (28;) 

The tale of the Sheepe and the Dog. (39.) 

The tale of the Lyon and the Mouse. (44.) 

The preaching of the Swallow. (53.) 

The tale of the Wolib that gat the NecUiening throw the 
wrinkes of the Foze, that begyled the dadgear. (94.) 

The tale of the Fox that begyled the Wolfe tfirow the Shad- 
dow of the Moone. (7^.) 

The tate of the Wot& and the TTedder. (80.) 

The tale of the Wolfh and the Lambe. (85.) 

The tale of the Padock and the Moiu. (89.) 

£ach of these tales has a ** moralitas** in verse appended. That 
there were earfiei; Scotish editions, although at present they have 
^BiBappeaied, seems quite certain, as in the sale catalogue of the 
Ubraiy of Sbr Andrew Balfour, M.B. (which was disposed of by 
public auction at Edinburgh in 1696,) there occurs a copy, said 
to haye been printed at Edinburgh in 1570 ; and in the note 
book of expenditme for the years 1672-3, kept by Sir John 
FoulSs, Baronet of Bavelstoni and now in possession of his re- 
presentatiTe, Sir James FouUs, Baronet of Woodhall, there oc- 
curs the folloinng tantalizing entry. ** Jan. 6. For Esops Fa- 
Uis in Soots to Archie, with the cuts, Is. 7d." Whether this 
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you, that I may once more clear scores within 
the year, and return you thanks therewith. ' 

Your New Testament is Coverdale's transla- 
tion, with St Jerome^s Latin, published by Jo- 
han HoUybushe, 1st edition, 1537 ; as you will 
find by perusal of your Lewis's History of the 
Translations, from page IIS. 

wt» the same edition with that sold at Balfour^s sale, is uncer- 
tain, hut it was probably the.cme, (from the mention of cuts,) 
fnm .which the transcript, preserved in the British Museum, 
dated in 1571) was made, as in the MS. the transcriber has uni- 
formly left a space finr the wood cut before each tale. In 1599, 
^Bobert Smyth, Printer in Edinburgh, obtained a grant of the pri- 
vilege of printmg the '' Fables of Esope,*' and the «« Testament 
of Cresseid,** with other books : and after his death, this privi- 
lege was transferred by his widow, and his children's tutors, in 
1602, to Thomas Finlayson, who, in 1606, obtained a renewal 
of the grant for twenty-five -years. Thomas Mack, a oorre- 
spondent of the Kev. Robert Wodrow, thus addresses him, 
(12th Feb. .1702.) *^ I have sent you Rapine, only with this 
occasion of the bearer I designed to have sent it upon Wednes- 
day, if the bearer had not prevented me by coming down iqpon 
l^uesday ; receive alto Etop^s FalHet^ to te deRvered again to Mr 
.Jameton^* May not this have been an edition of Henryson? 
The Bannatyne MS. contains ten of the Fables, — and Lord 
Hailes has printed «' the Sheep and the Dog,** and the '' Pad- 
dock and the Mouse,** with four of the Moralities, in his *' An- 
cient Scotish Poems.** An accurate edition of the entire works 
joi ,the author of ^' Robyn and Makene,** would be a most ac* . 
^oeptable present to the lovers of old Scotish poetry. 
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In the Geneva edition of the Bible immedi- 
ately preceding E. James% the First Epistle of 
Paul to the Corinthians, the 6th chapter and 
9th verse, is the word which we were searching 
for in the wrong place •, and yet it is not so in 
your Testament, though an older translation* 

I pickM up a copy of Percy^s Song of Solo- 
mon at Martinis auction ; and this day I pur- 
diased Pather Innes^ Essays on Scottish His- 
tory^ which stood in Elphingston Balfour's sale 

catalogue at 8s. I am, &c. 
John JDome*8^ Tuesday Evening. 

* Johme Dowie*8 tavern 2n Liberton's Wynd, was a oelebrat* 
ed evening leDdezyoiu, in days of yore, of the worthy citizens of 
Edinbuigh, where thcj assembled in small parties, and enjoyed 
themselves over a bottle of ale and a ^^ saut hemng.** In the 
Aj^pendiZ) will be ibund a very humorous poetical description 
of this ^« houfr,"4md of *' the procedure held therein," written 
by the late Mr Hunter of Blackness, in which Faton figures 
as one of Johnie*s best customers. For many years of his life, 
our friend invariably adjourned to take his bottle of ale and 
«( gude buff *d herring," or ^^ reisted skate an' ingans,^* to this 
far-fiuned tavern, which was divided into little cells, each suffi- 
cient, with good packing, to hold six persons ; and there, with 
Herd, Cummyng of the Lyon Office, and other friends of the 
same kidney, the evening pleasantly passed away. These meet- 
ings were not unfiequently enlivened by the presence, at one pe- 
riod, of Ferguson the poet, and more recently of B«m& Let 
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E£nhtrgk, l^th Oct. 1789^ 
BEAB Sil% 
Z vow preaeiBt you with (the) charter of the 
towB of Ayr^ and letiim you nx books, with a 
thomand thasha. 

H not befopp^Bed t|i^ honest Q«oqp. indiilged ia IvAn^ of io«. 
tempeiMiee," ench was not his costom ; one bottle of ale wonl^ 
•uilDe tm Ud» iKtablf aot flu»»^ aad, when fait usual 

iSralem of psi^^ u CWMWff ^ ^ it,k n ^mmg^ hyt ipP^P^ 

nte his desires werew He rose early in. the momtn^, and. went 

to die Cnstom-lioiise without tnsHngaiiy thing— between Ibur and 

Bfe he nnifonnly caQeiii tA Aft Ao|» o£ a weBtknows bibfiopoKst 

of those times, [which was immediately mider die gallows,] from 

wh0ia hft waa in lihn habit of pitting wp laiities;, and leftesbed 

Wnsfll villi. A 1^ of eold water. He then said, ^ WeD, IH. 

g».booe and take nqr bwakiistb*'' This breakfiut consisted of 

iNMOiip of coAeand asliee of biead* Between seven and e^ht he 

«iQDaiiMd;tathe.iittial pbce-of meelkig, and some of the dahi- 

tjm fRvmontad in- tho posB) and a boHle of ^ strong ale,'* 

fcmwA the, wwaining setehsMBl of the day. The moment 

f^um ^ «bappe4'*>o» St Ofles'^ ho looft and retreated to his do- 

iskfle la liady SlaisV dose^ His signal for admittance was the 

Mmd of baa eaaetipoftllie- pavement as he descended. In this 

ymf tfiiitpii9iiliw.aBd ttiilinnt pstsoa spent die best part of his 

4191U Upoa a flslaijr of £&^ per ammm, hclived contented, 

bappjif aaiduniTina% lespected. 

Apodnitof Dowkiwltfcb isTer^ fflEehhn,) wfflbe ibund 
ia tho Scotch Mt^,7ine> fog Apnl- ¥m. Be left, it is mideN 
ttfaod, ft-Uiji ooDsi^Bsablo iMft^e^ 



WquM it mt be w ob^^t forthio^e vbp pub- 
lish fii&wDijQa of old Sootcb charters,^ to have 
E. David X. tp Salovl^ mejptiosied io Doii^ki&s. 
De^riptiQoa of thftGaat Coq31«C S«ot)aad,.pag« 
68? 

I am wrong in sajring Siv Bob. SibhftldL «e. 
f<^rr^ to his Hi3toi7 of the Fiqks^ vhich he had 
not published $ thuji; i% to be fbuud ki bi3 lutcoh 
ductio ad Historiam Yeteris Scotis, Gap% 69^ 

7, 85Q. 

Bowmaker'^s book, written at Inchoolm^ and 

dted in Hay^s Vindication of EUzabeth More, 
unckr tb« title of Codes^ Hajranujs^ p. 110„ &c,. 
I presume is lo^t ; but you know more, of these 
matters. I am, &c. 



Y. 



BKAftSIB;, 

X ssND you the book we were conversing about, 
Beo Jonaonl'a fra^f nt of the Sad Shepherd^ 
completed by a modem anonymous author.* 

^ T^mtk 6oclDlph&i Waldnm, 8vo. 1789; Of'thife contibu- 
BtioD €HfiM raDariaiiu-.««^ The effort, thou^ bold was laoct- 
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In the appendix, among various matter, there 
are aUegorical representations of the chief an- 
dent English Poets, and of two of the Scots- 
Barclay and Lindsay — ^from an old book, said 
to be printed in 1564. 
r I suspect the two last characters have been in- 
serted after the union of the crowns, in a new 
edition, which may have retained the date of the 
oM copy. 

Your opinion, after perusal, (I) shall be glad 
to hear. 

The title of the Morality, or Dialogue, is de- 
scribed in page 162 and in 186. The two 

northern authors in page 193. I am, &c 
Edm. 5tk May, 1792. 

able, and the soooess highly honourable to his talents and inge- 
nuity. To say that he fell short of Jonson, is saying nothing to 
his discredit ; but, in justice to the modest and unpretending oon- 
tinuator, it may Burly be added, that there are not many dra- 
matic writers in our language to whose compositions, the powers 
which he has displayed in his supplement will be found to be 
▼eiy unequaL** Jonson's Works, toL vi. p. 244. Of the jus- 
tice of dus critique, any person who win take the trouble to per- 
use either the work alluded to, or his still more beautiful drama 
of the Virgin Queen, (intended to be a sequel to the Tempest,) 
will sot only be fully satisfifd, but will be amply xtwaided by 
die pleasue he will find in the pemsaL 
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Edinburgh, ^Ith Aug. IIQZ. 

DEAR SIR, 
When, after viewing the camp, you will remem- 
ber we were recounting at Balemo paper-mill, 
the number of mills that had been erected upon 
the Water of Leith, a small river of only 14 
miles in length, which amounted to very near 
100 of com, barley, flour, and other mills. It 
was observed that very few falls on the water 
-were left unoccupied, and these were all in the 
way of being immediatly taken up by mills now 
erecting for the paper manufacture, flax, and 
ofher modem improvements, by which not an 
inch of water would remun unemployed. This 
subject led to an enquiry, which was the oldest 
mill upon the river ? 

The most andent certainly were the com mills, 
and of these the mills situate neaf the Dean, 
will be found the oldest, concerning which we 
have any evidence remaining. In the foundation 
charter of the Church of Holy Cross 1128, 
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K, David Igt grants to the canons << one of his 
mibis of Dene with the tenths of his milns of 
libberton and Dcne^and those of his new miln 
of Edwynesburg and Craggensmark as tax as 
they appcrtfidned to hio^ vith all that belonged 
to Vinetb White 6a the said rock, (to be held 
in free and perpetual akns.)'^ This, rock^ at the 
bottom of which the «ud new niH stood, and 
where there still contiauea a inill for grsio^ I 
tbtnk is that romantic predpice bdow the other 
mills of Dene wluch looks down the river upon 
the again famous mineral well of St Bernard, 
where the goddess of heahh is now fixed m her 
temple. 

At what time water mills for grinding of 
grajA began first to be introduced into Scotland, 
is a question that I have stated to some of your 
' brother antiquists, but could never obUun.aaj 
satbfactory answer ; it was^ certainly long befbtc 
this time; when there iqppears to have beta 
mills even upon the small stream at liUberton ; 
the elevated situation of the waters, in Scotland 
wa& very enoouragpng for the improisementi 
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but which, like all others, oould not be unirer- 
3al at first, 

Mr Pe&oant, in his voyage to the Ebudoes, 
observes, that many centuries ago the legislature 
endeavoured to disoounige the awkward hand 
mills BO prejudicial to the landlotds, who had 
been at the expense of others. In 1^84, in the 
time of Alexander III. it was provided, that 
*< na man sail presume to grind, quheit maish- 
lock or rye in hand mylne, except he be oom- 
pelht by storme, or be in lacl^ of mills quhilk 
Bould grinde the samen. And in this case, gif 
a man grindes at hand mylnes, he sal giff the 
threttein measure as multure; give any man 
contmvenis this our prohilxtioD, he sail tine his 
hand mylnes perpetuallie.^ 

In the diarters of the Kings succeeding to 
David I. mills with multures, &c. are frequent^ 
]y to be found in all the cultivated parts of 
Scotland ; but you know before bis time, we 
have few or none of these to guide us. t^iaces 
d[ the desigaation of Milntown situate upoa 
rivers and bums are numerous. 
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Theie is a curious passage in Winton'^s Chro- 
nicle : Duncan, King of Scotland, when hunt- 
ing, having strayed from his company after 
night, happened to come to the Myl of Fortevajft 

m 

where the miliar entertained him curtasly— and 
afterwards this millar's daughter became his 
leman, &c. The castle at this village was for- 
merly a residence of the Pyctish Kings. Ken- 
neth the First, King of Scotland, took posses- 
sion of it, and dyed in it of a whistle in his 
a-— e. Tradition of the country gives it to 
Male. Ganmore, as the last of the Scottish Kings 
who inhabited it ; but there they are wrong 
again ; for you will find in Anderson'^s Dipio- 
mata a charter granted in it by Malcolm IV. 

Lord Hailes, in his Remains of Christian An- 
tiquity, vol. 2d, page 70, on the Epistle of Dio- 
nysius, Bishop of Alexandria, to Fabius, Bishop 
of Antioch, has the following :^ 

Note. MUktones. '^ Hand mills for grind- 
ing corn were generally us^d in those times, al- 
though the use of water mills was not unknown. 
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See an ingenious note of Salmasius ad Lam* 

prid, p. igs.** 

Queras is the only name in the north of Soot- 
land that was given to hand mills. 

I find the Encyclopaedia refers to the autho- 
rity of the History of Manchester by Mr Whit- 
aker^.who says there was a water mill at Mao- 
chester in the time of the Romans, and is of 
opinion .that they had them at the other stations; 
so they would be earliest in South Britmn, and 
later beyond the provinces. As there are scarce 
any thing in the antiquities of their country 
that remains unexplored by the English anti- 
quary, it is probable this subject respecUng the 
introduction of water mills into England may 
be treated by scHne other of these gentlemen. 
If so, I wish you could direct me where to find 
it. I ever am, &c 

VII. 

Edinburgh, StQih Nov. 1792. 
BEAS SIB, 

I AM afraid I set you on a wrong scent, for it is 
not Chaucer, but Barclay, that Mr Plummar 
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Edm.2UlJufy, 1795. 
DEAR SIR, 

I HAD your &vour this morning, with the Ork« 
ney fish, for which I return you many thousand 
thanks. I am really ashamed of your presents, 
having nothing I can think of to return. 

Mr John Scott* has engaged to drink tea with 
me this afternoon about five o^cloek, and if yoa 
would come likewise we would be very happy, 
and would adjourn together to some strong-ale 
office in the evening. 

I am thinking of comparing your Philotus*^ 
with Finkarton^s copy^ in order to, advise Mr 
Constable which would be the best copy to> 
print it from ; for which purpbse I will have to 
trouble you some time or other for a fflghtof it, 
along with Finkerton's publication therecrfl 
Hiding it will be convenient for you to take 

* Soptt, 8 collector of curioiu printt, who is introdaced in « 
^upe of oonnoisseim bj Kay. His collection was disposed of 
bf Mt^ Tenum, the pictiire-d«alep» alxmt ^he year 1007 or tL 

t A snuiU edition in ISmo. printed about 1689 or 1682. 
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your tea with me in the afternoon, I remain, 

X. 

BEAU SIR, 
You will preserve the inclosed letter for me, 

for the gentleman^s sake whose name is in the 

end of the 5th line. 

If you find it convenient to dine to-morrow 
with Messrs Cockbum, Dalaway, Masterton, 
Scott, and your humble servant, the place is 
Hary Geddes^Sj at \ past three, where we will 
be happy to see you. I am, &c. 

Wednesday^ 4/A "Nm. 1795* 

At the foot of the letter occurs this notice in 
the hand-writing of Paton. 

<< Christopherus Irvinus abs Bon bosco, (or 
Bonshaw,) from the account of the present John 
Robert Irving, Esq. of Bonshaw, advocate, that 
gentleman^s grand-unde. Colonel Paulus ^mi« 
lius Irving, Grovemor of Upnor Castle^ this only 
information has been procured,— -that he was a 
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yoiinger scm of the family of Boashav, a doctor 
of physic, and a professor in the University x>f 
Aberdeen.^ Possibly in one of these coIIq;e re- 
cords, a particular account or time of hb ad- 
mission, continuance, and death, with other aneo* 

t 

dotes .of him, may be got there, 

XL 

DEAR Sia, 

Ma George Bsip caird upon me to-day, re* 
questing a sight of the list of the.Scotish Drama, 
in order to shew it to Mr Woods* the oome- 



* Wilfiam Woods was ^n^nalljr ta'ed a Jj^ter with^ Mr 
Henry Sampson Woodfidl, but his lore of the drama indnoed 
him to relinquish this business, and to join an itinerant oompany- 
at Southampton. In 1771) be made his entree on the London 
boards, (Haymarket,) in the difficnit part of lidahoinet {boqn 
afterwards he weQt to Edinburgh, where he principally re. 
sided tin his death. An interlude of his, called the Volun- 
teers, wsB acted (1778) widi cooaidenible sueoeBs ; and ■ song, 
called •' Bow Dow Dow," sung by " Mr Woodroflfe, in Ihe 
Theatre, Glasgow," became veiy popular ; but for what reascm 
is not very oimoeivable, as the woids and utMxt equally wretch- 
ed ; it tms, however, f ^ Printed and sold by James Aird, at his 
Music Shop, Glasgo^." In the year 1788, he was subjected 
to m^ch annoyance, in consequtncetof the eii ga g em cnt of a^- 
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diaO) who has expressed a desire to see it, which 
I promised to let him have^ as he possibly may 
bis able to give some fuither infbnnatioii. You 
will therefore please to return it "with your com* 
veniency to, Dear Sir, bd. 

Wednudag qftenwnh S^Avg. 98. 

«bn of the ncme of f^ennel by the Edinborgh BmoBger, to pas 
fonn certaiii parts osaally allottod to Mr Woods. The public 
took the side of the latter, and the result was, that Fennel 
was compelled to leave the Edinburgh stage. He ndsed 
an action of damages, inter oBot^ against the fbUowing well* 
known persons, <* John Wilde, Esq. Advocate, John Clerk, 
Esq. Advocate, <Loid Eldin,) James Gibson, Esq. W. S. 
David Cathcait, Esq. Advocate," (Loid Alloway,) ftp. fte. 
Ibr conspizing and combining to prevent his acting. Amongst 
other remarkable diarges in the summons, these gentlemen an 
positively averred to have written and transmitted the following ex- 
traordinary letter. •* W. Fennel, Esq. Theatre Boyal, Edin- 
burgh.'^ *<8ir, by€U-d, if you Take any more of Mr Woods* 
Parts, you wold better not be in Edinburgh ; ftir by him that 
made you a gentdman, as you call yourself, I, #llt Brick every 
Bone in your Bodey, and use you Ifloe a soowidrell, as you aie t 
and in the Men time I am yours. 

*< AOEinrLncAii.'* 

** I should have a made appdgay for the pepp^ and writings 
but any thing is good anuaf for a villan.^ 

This action was not proceeded with, in consequence of thepu»- 
euer leavbg the country. He published **' A Statement of 
'Facts,** which is now scarce : he was certdnly very unfiurly treat- 
ed by the aodlenoe ; but with this Woods had MtlHBg to do. 
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XII. 

D. Hkbd presents lus compliments to Mr Pa- 
ton. Yesterday, on looidng into Mr Callander of 
Craigforth's Gaberlunzie Man^ &c., heobsenred, 
that in the noites many of the words contained 

. Ths^'SootuhBoados,** as hufinend£rtyled him, after tliir^ 
jeaii fenriee to the pablie, bade adiea to t^e £dinlmi;g^ stage np> 
on the 19th April, 1802, being his benefit night, on which oe- 
canon, after the play, (the Way to get Married, in which he 
acted Captain Faulkner,) he took leave of the audience in a fare- 
well address. No better proof of his deserved popularity need 
be adduced than the fact of his clear receipts that night amount- 
ing to £212, being nearly forty pounds more than Miss Dun- 
can obtained, although then in the zenith of her popularity in 
Scotland* He proposed to occupy all his leisure time by giving 
instructions in Elocution ; but disease did not permit him to carry 
into effeet what he contemplated, and he enjoyed his retirement 
fiom the stage but a short time, as he died at his house, on Leith 
Terrace, on Tuesday the 14th of Dec 1802, much and justly 
fcgretted. One of the public journals, in notidng his dcmisci 
xemarks, '^ He was an excellent actor, and in some cfaaractersi 
inch as lago and Glenalvon, he was unrivalled.*' 

He was the author of, 1. The Volunteers, faroe, 1778, not 
printed. 2. The Twins, or Which is Which, comedy in three 
acts, 1780 : (an alteration from the Comedy of Errors,) printed, 
12roo. 1783, (in a Collection of Farces.) He also composed and 
delivered '' an occasional Prologue," at the New Theatre, on 
the 19th February, 1703, when a comedy was performed by de« 
ai» of the Most Worahipftil and most Noble Qcoige Marquis 
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in the spedoieB oonunanicated are exi 
The learned editor must be well acquainted 
with thk performance^ which is addressed to 
him, but it is posnble that at present it may 
have escaped him. And Mr F[aton] might take 
the liberty to inform his Lordship that he will 
find answers, if not isolutions^ to many of his 
words set down there. 
JaOfuUy tnofiuHg* 

XIII. 

D. Head presents compliments to Mr 'PaUm. 
He received his obli^ng card with the curious 
pieces of information from the manuscripts, &c. 
Inclosed is a farrago, which MrPaton will 
easily see is meant to be transmitted by him to 
be communicated to Pinkerton, as part only of 
a letter of queiies sent to Mr Paton by his 

of Huntly, Grand Master of the Ancient and Honourable So- 
ciety of Free and Accepted Masoni." In Sommers' Life ot 
Fergiuon will be foond, p. 49, aa Epitaph by Woods on his 
unfortonate fHend ; and amongst Fcrguson*s Poems are includ- 
ed, ** Unes addressed (by him) to Mr Robert Feiguson on his 
neoffty torn severt dspiession of spaitfc" 
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friend is Edinburgh. This protnUy may brii^ 
on a oQRespondence with Pinkertony wherein 
no doubt there will be questions in return for 
informatton, by which it maybe learnt what he 
is about, and wb^at old authors he intends first 
to publish. 

. Will be much obliged to. Mr Paton for a 
sight of the map of EoncarchneshiFe. 
Saturday morning, IQth Janumry^ 

D. H. intends to call at Dowie*s this evening 

between 6 and 7 ; when, if convenient for Mr 

Paton, will be happy to see him. 

' Shall send domi if first come. 

A Collection of all the Poems wrote by tJiat fkaxmsi 
aad learned Poet» Alexander PonaiBcnik. £dm« 
buigh, priated and sold by R. Drammond in Swan 
Close. No date.* 

I have Part 1st and Sd of this ; the second 

ends with the catch-word Part III^ These I 

* There is JB the Advocates* libnuy, (Jac. V.8. 20.) a MS. 
in 4tOb calkd ** The wiisk works of Alexnder Peanecpik, 
Qent Tohim 2d.** It commeneM «t page 81^. Upon the beards 
Is wriitent ** Edinbui]^, Jannarj 1759. £z dooo Tidm J« 
Graham, Bibliopegi com akero voluntts.** The lint lobae 
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got a long whil^ ago from George Rdd, who 
•sud he had them from James Reid, bookseller 
at Leith. And that tbisIl[obert] Drummond, 

*■ _. ■' » 

is not in the libraiy ; and it is not known in what waj, or at 
what time, the Faculty of Advocates became possest of the se- 
cond one. There can be little doubt, that the greater part of 
the MS. is in the hand-writing of Pennecuik. The first Foeniy 
which is addressed '' to roy Honoured Undey Alexander Pen- 
necuik of Romanno, M.B. upon the publication of his Miscel- 
lany Poems,** occurs, with many alterations, ^ in the Streams 
"fnm Hdioon,** p. 61 ; bat a great p roportton of the contents 
sercr seems to have been pnnted. One portion is evidently 
-viitteii by 0anie other person— ^wrhapa by Grriiam die bodk- 
>Wnder, and co n s isl D partly of ** Adversaria,'* and partly of tran- 
scripts. It is the same hand- writing as a folio volume of *^ Ad- 
versaria*' in the Advocates* Library, enopeoosiy ascribed to Six 
Robert Sibbald. 

Pennecuikhaa been overlooked entirdy in Watt*s Bibfiotheca, 
althon^ he was the aathar of varioos worits, of which the fal- 
lowing is, it is believed, an aecmate list :-«. 

Britannia Triomphans, in four Parts. 8vo. pp. 21. !Edin. 1718. 

* Dedicated to Thomas, Earl of Haddmgtoon. 

Streams from Hdioon, or Poems on various Subjects, in three 
Parts, 12mo. £din. 1720. The ** second edition,** bearing 
the '^ London** imprmt, is just the Edinburgh one with a 
new title ; as the two last Parts are printed at ^ Edinburj^** 
by John Mosman and Company, ** 1720.*' 

History of the Blue Bhmket 12ma Edinburgh, 1722. He- 
prmted Edin. 1781, and again in 1828. 

Etttertailimailifinr li^ Coriow, 6 Part*, vay acuee^ There 
was a oopy in Herd's libraiy with MS. notes by him, which 
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who, it seems, stood on the |»]loryy and died of 
grirf before the 17£6, is taken notice of by 
Hugo Amot in his History of Edhdburgfa.* 

was puichMed by Mr Blackwood, a&d in his sale catalogue fbr 
1812, (together with the ensuing artide,) is priced at £2, 28. 

Corydon and Coclurania, a Pastoral on the Nuptials of the Duke 
of Hamilton and Lady Ann Cochran. Edin. 172S. 4to. 

A Collection <^ all the Poems wrote by that fkmous learned 
Poet Mr Alexander Pennecuik. Edinburgh, printed and 
sold by B. Drummond, in Swan's Close. (No date.) 2 Parts. 

The following verses from the MS. may be taken as a fiur 
specimen of Pennycoik's talents :— . 

Sat^ 4W Sir WMm Bemiei qfOrMet^ wAo, ^fUr long 
attetuUmcef ieUd Mr PamyctiUc (hat he woM ifpeak to Mm 
another tyme. 

The man whom all men lore I must rebokei 

For rudeness to our Poet, Pennycuik ; 

Who's unmatch'd modesty all men admyie, 

Attho* his pen is brimston dipt in fyie. 

Humbly to you he made his first address. 

To patronize his works rype for the press. 

Cold was your salutation on the street. 

As if he'd been the dust beneath your feet ; 

It's true ye've got on hyer gcoundy— what then ? 

The prince of Poets, is the prince of men ; 

He shall record it to your lasting shame. 

May never Poet eternize your name. 

When you invoke AppoUo to your ryme, 

The answer belike yours,— another time. 

•P.36& HisoAncewas, writing a libd agniuft the Duke 
of CumbolaDd. 
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Ifi a list of books printed at Edinburgh for 
James Beid, bookseller at Ldtfa^ 17C5 ; annex- 
ed to my copy of the Fair Circassian, there Is 
mentioned Fennecuik'^s Foems. 

This may poonbly be the same with the 
above. 

Wm. Wood* informs me that the Collection 
In 1769^— your copy I last saw— -was printed 
for Coke, more than half a century Bookseller 
in Leitfa. 

It seems the above James Beid was drowned 
in Leith harbour long ago. 

I have at last seen Mr Grordon,-)- and delivered 
to him your note of old books ; he is to look 
and see. And I am to call on him on Tuesday, 
at the library, to know the result. I am, &c 

Friday qfiemooiu 
Ferhaps I may give you a call this evening. 

* Sod of John Wood, Bookseller. He died a few yean ago. 

-f Duke Gordon, under-keeper of the College library. See 
Memoir of him by Professor Dalzell, Scots Magftzine for Ja- 
nuary 1802, p. 1& 
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DEAR SIR, 

I BVTURK your books with many tbanka. I have 
some suspidon of the very fimt poem m the 
Pennecuik CoUectioa not bepi|; his-rvi^ the 
Edinburgh Cuckold. If you have HadcUpg- 
ton^s Poems, pray look and see if it is not there 
*— it makes CoL Charters * a cuckold maker, 
-which indeed falls in about Fennecuik*s time* 
The other poems belonging to Ram8ajr,f &€^ 

* The celebrated Colonel Charteris of Amesfidd, not of << im- 
mortal** but ^^ immoral*' memory. It u somewhat singulary 
that in one or two ancient MSS. of ^' Aigyle's Leree,'^ nsnallj 
given to Lord Binning, this clever poetical jeu d'espxit ii ai- 
cribed to Charteris. This is possible, but not very probable^ 
from Charteris being very illiterate, As will be seen ftom' Us 
letters, which are wretchedly spelt.. liord Binning*s z^t of 
authorship, however, has been positively denied; and it is 
stated on the authority of his brother, -diat he did not write it. 
See Edinburgh Magazme for April 1786, p. 218. 

•f Allan Ramsay. In Wodrow*s invaluable Analecta, the 
following amusing particulars, relative to a scrape he had got 
into soon after establishing his circulating library, are ^ven :— 

^^ May 1728. ' Besides this profannes is come to a great bight, 
all the viUanous profane and obscene books and playes printed 
at London by Curie and otheris, are gote dotm tnm London by 
Allan Ramsay, and lent out for an easy price to young boye^« 
seirvant woomen of the better sort, and gentlemeO) and vice and 
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are easily distinguished. There is one indeed, 

^* The Heathen Heroes, orTuIcan cuckolded by 

Mars,^ I know not who the devil is the author 

of it* Iain, See 

Sainnrdajf evemng^ idAugusfp. 

dtmouAtf dicadluflj propagated. Banmy has a book in hwshop 
wheiciii all the names of thoae ifaat bonow his playes and books 
for twopenee a night or some such rate, are sett doon, and by 
these widwdnes of aH kinds are dreadfbUy propogat among Uie 
yonth of aU sorts. My informer, ray Lord Grange, tells me 
he complaioed to the magistrates of this, and they scrupled at 
medling in it, tiQ he moovedthat his book of borrowers should 
be inqpeeled, whidi waf , done, nnd they wene aOannned at ie» 
and sent some of their number to his shope to look through some 
of his books, but he had notice an hour before and had with* 
d^wen a great manyAyf the winst, and noUiing was done to 
purpose. This, with the playes and interludes come doun fronpi 
England &is winter, of which before, dreadfully spreads all 
abominations and profimeai and Inednes, and a villanons obscene 
thing is no sooner printed at London than its spread and oom- 
municat at Edinburgh.** These ^' obscene** works were just 
the fittkionable plays, pamphlets, and books of the time, whidi 
were regularly got down ; and the pious Lord Grange, who 
thou^t nothing of kidnapping his own wife and confining her 
for life, was dreadfully shocked at the corruption of the morals 
of the virtuous ddzens of Edinburgh. Lord Grange had been 
f<nled in his attempt to exdude Tony A8ton*8 comedians, — the 
good sense of a majority of the Scottish Judges having defeated 
him,— and he next tried to wreak his vengeance upon the vender 
of the plays, but with equal want of success. 

* It has been assigned to Thomas (6th) Earl of Haddington. 
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XV. 

BEAR SIB, 
Mr Pluhmeb has returned the Keekiad,* witli' 
many thanks to you for it, and your observations 
on it. He has likewise sent me in a sight of the 
Sd volume of Pinkerton^s Scottish Poems, from 
scarce editions, oontiuning Lindsay^s Interludes, 
desiring me to copy out from the Bannatyn 
MS. the lines omitted and lefl blank— -and re- 
turn the same with the book to him next 
week. 

If you are in possession of the printed play, 
(S. D. Lind. Sat.) what do you think of send- 
ing him a sight of it, and let him pick out what 
he wants himself? But I will see you before 
that time, when we can confer about this; and 
am meantime, &c. 

* A poem not deficient in humour, by Lord Dr^hom. From 
bdng privately printed, it is of rare occurrence. The heio wa» 
Mr John Jolly, a respectable tailor in Edinburgh. 



LETTERS 

FROM 

JOHN CALLANDEB^ ESQ. 

TO 

MR. GEORGE PATON. 

I. 

Craigforih, March 12. I78I. 

sm, 

Emboldened by your known readiness to help 
any poor scribler in distress, I venture to lay 
my case before you. I have just finished a par- 
cel of Notes on the Gaberlunzie Man, and 
Chrisf s Kirk on the Green, which, as traditions 
say, were written by James the Fifth. The 
gentleman who will deliver this is to be the 
printer, and as you formerly lent me your copy 
of Bishop Gibson^s edition of the Kirk on the 
Green, out of which I transcribed several notes, 
I would again earnestly soUicit the favour of 
the use of your copy, as it is both fuller, and 
much more correct than any edition I have seen. 
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I need not say to a man of letters that your copy 
is extremely scarce,* and not to be bought and 
your lending it to my publisher to perfect his 
edition, iinll lay both him and me under very 
particular obligations to your goodness. The 
book shall be well cared for, and most carefully 
returned. In my preface to this edition, I have 
endeavoured to place the origin and etymology 
of our language in a new point of view, and 
when I shall present you with a copy, suffer me 
to hope that you will give me your thoughts 
upon it« Meanwhile I remain, with real esteem. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient and most 
faithful humble servant, 

Jo. Callandeb. 

Fray, what length has Mr Low got in his 
work ? I shall be happy to learn that any loose 
hints I sent you for his use were acceptable. 

To George Palon, Esq. Edinburgh.' 
* It is not quite n lare or valuabU m wm then imigiiwd. 
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IL 

Craigforth, Marck 17. 1781. 

MY DEAR SIR, 
I HAVE no words to thank you properly for the 
valuable communications I received from your 
letter of the 14th ; the stile and humanity of 
which truly bespeak you to be a real lover of 
science, and I shall look upon the fortunate ne^ 
cessity, which obliged me to apply to you, as a 
very lucky incident in my life. 

I trust no harm can happen to your copy of 

Bishop Gibson^s work from the composer, as I 

only want to print from it two or 'three stanzas. 

of the Kirk on the Green, which Allan Ramsay 

has omitted in his blundering collection called 

the Evergreen. What of Gibson^s notes I 

deemed to be of any use, are already transcribed 

into my MS. excepting those on the stanzas 

omitted by Ramsay, which I wish to add from 

your copy. I do mean thb publicadon to. be 

no more than a specimen of the Scoto^Qoihic 

Glo99ary I am now compiling, and which i/i al- 

X 
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ready grown to a considerable bulk. You will 
find in the preface to the little poems now print- 
ingy a short account of the .principles I proceed 
upon, in my investigation of the structure, etymo- 
logy, and real meaning of the language of our 
ancestors. Principles so totally different from 
those of Skinner, Junius, Lye, Ruddiman, &c 
that I must expect my attempt to restore ety- 
mcJogy, and settle it upon a permanent and in- 
variable foundation, will be looked upon as a 
hazardous and daring assumption. But I hope 
to obviate this accusation by the many proofs I 
shall adduce in support of my general theory ; 
and I demand no credence to be given to the 
general prindples, unless they are found sup- 
ported by (acts and examples drawn from every 
language we are hitherto acquainted with. The 
aecesrity of su{^rting my theory by these 
meam^ (whidi I judge to be infallible,) has obli- 
ged me to lengthen some of the notes in a way 
that may possibly tire some readers ; though 
Others, who may wish to see etymology fixed on 
ratiomal principles, will candidly make allowance 
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for an apparent neoesaty. My work will soon 
be brought to the bar of the public^ and to 
their decision I leave ito merits. 

I am heartily sorry that I have not the 
honour of the Rev. Dr Fiercy^s acquuntanoe ; 
but if you, Sir, or any of your friends, would 
be so good as to procure me a transcript of the 
poem you mention as in his possession. IshaU 
be most happy to publish it, and to add such 
illustrations as may tend to explain it I ear. 
nestly beg to know, if I may indulge tho hope of 
getting a copy of it ; and whatever expense may 
attend this request, I will most thanfully repay* 
You mention Jcfneui Aniiquitaiea IdanMas as. 
a book lately published at London : the simila- 
rity of the names makes me imagine that it may 
perhaps be the same with Amgrim Janai Sped^ 
men Islandias Hisioricumj a copy of which I 
have, printed at Amsterdam in 4to, anno 1643.. 
But if it is a different book, I beg you will in« 
form me at whose shop in London it is to be 
sold, that I may get it down. 

I am so poor a geographer, that I do not 
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know in what part of Scotland the village called 
Christ^s Ejrk on the Green is situated, I wbh 
you could inform me concerning thb, that mjr 
readers ^if I have any) may not laugh at the 
Ignorance of the Editor. 
: I heartily wish Mr Low all success in his in« 
tended publication, which I hope will clear up 
many things in that dark period of the Scottbh 
history. 

Can yott inform me which is the most authen- 
tic edition of Fitscottie^s History ? By authentic, 
I mean that edition in which the author^s lan- 
guage has been least changed by ignorant 
tran9cribers and printers. I sometimes quote 
him in my Glossary, but with much hesitation, 
as I dare not trust to the edition I have. 

Dear Sir,* I beg jovt wiM pardon the interrup- 
tion I have now given to your better labours, 
and that you will do me the justice to believe 
me, with the most real esteem and regard, 
▼our much obliged, &e. 
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HI. 

^Crmgforih, flSd March, 1781« 

MY DEAE Sm, 
The post hour approaches so fast, that it leaves 
me but a moment to thank you, in the warmest 
terms, for Jthe very valuable communications oon« 
tained in your favour of the*21st current If 
jrou dare trust me with Joneus^ Historia Orca- 
densium when it comes to hand, you will oblige 
me beyond expression, and I will return it to 
you within the week. 

I must beg leave to refer entirely to yon, 
what form or size my little publication should 
come abroad in, only I must inforan you that 1 
am quite of your.o[ttnion, that the notes ought 
to be under the text, and not at the end of the 
book, for ihe very good reasonsyou have assigned. 
Whitakcr is not the single instance of writers 
putting their readers to great trouble in this 
way ; and Doctor Robertson has oft put me out 
of temper, in his History of Charles the Fifth, 
by a similar error. My notes on the Gaber- 
lunzie Man are pretty long ; but my plan of 
etymology being totally different from any thing 
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hitherto laid before the English reader, obliges 
me to take room, in order to develope a set of 
principles entirely new. I here expect a storm 
of critidsm, but I am prepared for it If you 
think that the length of the work will demand 
the quarto form, pray order it to be done in 
that way. I trouble you with a proof sheet I 
got to day, on which I have rendered the or« 
thogcaphy to the true Scottish dialect, and I beg 
you will order the printer to follow it uniformly. 
I have already put into my notes such part 
of 6ibson'*s as I thought might be useful, and 
shall only trouble you to transciibe from your 
edition the stanzas of the Eirk on the Green 
which Ramsay has omitted^ together with the 
Bishop^s notes upon it I have no words to 
fcNrm an iipology for this trouble, fiur less to 
thank you for your kindness of correcting the 
proo& as they are printed. I hope the trivia* 
lity of the publication will not provoke you to 
desert it Be so good as to add a note under 
the title, telling my readers that the Kirk on 
the Green is the Kirktoun of Leslie in Fife, 
near to Falkland. 
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It is certainly no pnore than polite to ask 
Doctor Fiercy^s ' leave to publish the Scotch 
Poem of Peebles on the Play^* even tho^ your 
goodness can procure me a copy. It would be 
a valuable acquisition to me at present ; as by 
this means I could present the reader a new en« 
tertidnment, and dismiss him CoUa bocca dolce. 

I would give any thing in the world for a 
sight of Winton^s Chronicle of Scotland ; and if 
it can be had, I will send you my bond for any 
sum you please to name, that it shall be safely 
restored* 

May I beg of you to send me by the Stirling 
Fly, which leaves Edinburgh every day in the 
week at eight i|i the morning, your copy of Sir 
David Lind8ay,-f- which I shall not keep from 

* Contnned in Sir Bichaid MaiUAnd*s MS. of which Paqr 
bad made a tacaiiacript, afterwards communicated to and puUished 
by Pinkerton in 17Q2. 

f Lyndsay*s Poetical Works were collected and puUished, 
with Life and Introductory Remarki, by the late George 
Chalmers, Esq. 3 toIs. crown 8vo. London, 1809. Xn a let- ' 
ter to Paton, dated 1st July, 1790, Chalmers writes, <« I ha?e 
a very fine copy of his (Lindsay's) Works, imprinted by Bas- 
sandyne 1574, and of his Works by Hart 1€34. His portiait 
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you above aght days. I beg you will pardon 
all this trouble, and bdieve me to be, with die 
highest esteem and gradtude, yours, &c. 

in his ben]d*s mtrtout is on the title-page of the last. I should 
have been veiy glad to have sent you a copy of this last, had 
it been difierent from what yoa ha:ve goL" This portrait, en- 
graved by Pinkerton, is in all probability fictitious* Paton*s 
edition of Lyndsay^s Satyie, of which so much has been said in 
the letters, was purdiased by Mr Blackwood, bookseller in £- 
dinbuigh, and is thus described in his sale Catalogue for 1€12 : 
<< No. 630, (4to.) Satyre of the three Estaitts, in commenda- 
tion of Verteu and vituperation of Vice; title, sixteen first and 
•even last pages, neatly written by the late David Herd, with 
some curious Notes by the late Bishop Percy and David Herd, 
£5, 6s. Charts, Edin. 1602.*' There was a copy in the 
Earl of Morton's library, which was bought by Mr Thorpe, 
and is priced in his Catalogue for 1829, Part TIL at £3 : 13 : 6. 
A perfect copy brought at the Duke of Boxbuighe's sale j£13, 
6s. An edition of the Lyndsay's entire Works, printed by 
Heorie Charteris, at Edinburgh, 1582, 4to. and unknown to hi* 
bliographen, was in the library of David Constable, Esq. and at 
the sale of his books was bought for the library of the Faculty 
of Advocates at the enormous sum of £63. Charteris' first edi- 
tion, 1568, the most valuable of all the collected editions, at the 
Rozburghe, sold for £8, 8s. The Rozburghe copy of the 
Edinburgh edition of 1610, produced £14 : 3 : 6. Wodrow, 
in his Analecta (MS.) mentions that Patrick Simpson, minis- 
ter of Stirling, who originally Was a schoolmaster, was converted 
from Popery by accidentally getting a copy of Lyndsay from 
one of his pupils, who had taken it to school with him. 8imp- 
md's grandson was Wodrow's informant. 
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IV. 



Crmgjwih, March 28. 1781* 
DEAR SIB, 
YouB most obliging favour of yesterday is be- 
fore me. My obligations to your generosity rise 
to such a number, that I foresee I shall soon 
become a Bankrupt, even in thanks. My publi- 
cation must certainly have the notes at the bot- 
tom of the pages. To an ardent reader, the 
turning over but two leaves is a most grievous 
interruption ; and I have been so often plagued 
"with it myself, that I cannot think of making 
my readers as angry as I have been. May I 
•beg of you thereafter to settle with Mr Robert- 
ison the proper size of the 8vo, so as to have the 
notes below the text ? At the end of the 6a- 
.berlunzie Man, there will be a few pages of 
Addenda^ communicated by a learned friend ; 
which, I hope, will be agreeable to those who 
wish to have rational accounts of the structure 
of our ancient tongue. I am interrupted— ex- 
cuse loose hints.— Have you the same privilejg;e 
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of letters poH Jree, as my brother-in-law, Mr 
Alison, has in the Exdse ? I would wish my 
frequent letters not to be chargeable to you. 
Millions of thanks for the books you sent me 
by Friday^s Fly. I will not read but devour 
them. I earnestly b^ you^ll send, in the par- 
cell you are to oblige me with, your copy of 
Bellenden^s Version of Boethius** History,* for I 
have long hunted for it in vain* I am sadly 
hurried to day. Is the MS. of Winton^s Chro- 
nicle of great length ? If a transcript of it could 
be got, for a moderate sum, I would stretdi a 
point to obtain it-f- Fray write me of this in 
your next I beg you^ll order the printer to 
stick to Ramsay^s text in the Kirk on the 
Green, as it preserves the old Soots spelling 
better than Gibson^s. It is only firom old Soots 
books I can ascertain the Scots orthography. 
Will you do me the favour to send me a list 

* Beprinted ander the editorial care of Thomas MaiUand, 
Esq. in 2 toIs. 4to. at Edinburgh, 1821. 

f A beaatifbl edition of Winton was published at London, 
Svdis. loyal 8yo, 1795* withNotes, &c. By Mr David Mao- 
phenoo* 
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of such old books as you have, and I will tell 
you what of them I possess ? 

I will send you a receipt in proper form for 
what books you favour me with by the Fly, 
that whatever befall me, they may be safe to 
you. My Scoto-Gothic Glossary augments 
very fast Allow [me] to expect that you will 
give me an opportunity of shonnng you this 
work in my cottage here. Good weather is now 
coming, and a Uttle jaunt will do you good. 
This will be another favour added to the many 
you have conferred on your obUged servant, 
&c 

I sent the preface of [the] Gaberlunzie Man 
to the pnnter.— -In it I have unfolded my new 
plan, of etymology.* Will you permit the 

* See ^ Two Ancient Poems ; the Gaberlunzie Man, and 
Christ's Kirk on the Green, with Notes and Observations, by 
John CaUander, £8q. of Crugforth, Edinburgh, 1782," 8vo. 
Former etymologists have not (says Mr Callander) attended to 
this great truth, *' that the whole race of mankind formed at 
Babel one large family, which' spoke one tongue ; they have 
oonridered the different languages now in use all over our globe, 
as mere arbitrary sounds— names imposed at random by the 



124 

proof dieeU to be salt you, for yoor oonectkm ? 
I am cauang the notes (to be coiNed) in a £ur 
band tat the printer's use. He wiU have them 
this week or bq^muBg of next. 

Geo. PaiOM, Eaq. ^Jtuiom^Bmue, EdMmrgL 

lefenl tnbei of mimlnikl, m dumce dictaird, and benmg no 
other than a idalioii of oooroitiHi to die olgect mcsiit to be 
eJ Hw c Med by • p e rfinil e r eoondi Thqr were ignnnint tfait the 
primeval language spoken by Noah and his fiunily nov snbaiab 
no where, and yet eroy where; that is to asgr, that at die dis- 
perrion of the bnilden of Babci, each hold, or tribe, canied 
the radical words of the original langoage into the several dis* 
tricts to wUdi die providence of , God eondnded Aem ; that 
these radkal words are yet, in a great measure, to he tiaced in 
an the diflferent dialects now spoken by men; and that dieae 
terai#nf pnmaiy fimnation are not mere ailutravy *^""'U| but 
fixed and immntable, bearing the strictest analogy to the thii^ 
they describe, and used, with Tcry little material variation, bj 
eveiy nation whose tongne we are ■rgnsMim^ with.** In sap- 
port of this frndfhl idea, he bringi forward a number of words^ 
of which one may be taken by way of sample of the rest. 
** Moov. — Goth, mme ; Ulph. moaa ; A. S. uuma ; IsL 
mono. The primitive is the oriental maw, enlighten, advertise. 
Hence LaL uumeres EngL moimA, adrntmuhf Pers. mahy 
die moon : The Turks write it aia; Gad. mama ; Gr. ^ani, 
and .£oL/KCHi,Dan.iiiaaa«; Alams. mno* In the ancient 
Arabic, mttmaL Hebr. mciii, in Isa. IxvL 2 ; and the Americ 
cans of Tixipnia say mamA ; and in the Malabar dialect mauL^ 
a month. From man the Gredcs finrned fuuimy madness, sup- 
posed to be by the influence of the moon. Hence oar 
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Books boiTowed of Mr Faton^:— 

Collection of Pamplilets in MS. and printed, 4toC' 
Belenden's Boecius, small folia 
Sir David Lindsay's Satyre^ 4tOb 

Da Monarchy 4to» 

Godly Sangs in the Ancient Scottish Language^ 
8vo« 

Craig forth, April S. 1 78 1. 

Then received in loan from Greorge Faton, 

Esq. of the Custom House, Edinburgh : the ^ 

above volumes, all which I oblige me, my heirs 

and successors, to return safely to the said 

George Paton on demand, and that under the 

penalty of twenty pounds sterling in case of 

fisulure, as witness my hand, &a 

My Deab Sib^ 
Above I send you my receipt for the books 
your friendship has favoured me with, and which 

a madman ; menuety minuety sacred dance, and o£ ^ery high 
antiquity, representing the movements of the smi and moon* 
The primkive mtiii, pronounced man^ signifies die hand and a 
rign. Hence mM , men, man, axe applied to sua and. moon, 
and to denote crery thing relative to signs. Hence Lat* flnoMua 
and cot monlft, Ac InHoduct. ppb^ 5 and 6L 
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VI. 

Craigjortk, Friday evenmg.* 
BEAR SIR, 

I HAVE just time to thank yoa for getdng me 
the Kirk on the Green from Philip, and the 
bundle of books, wluch eame safe by the carrier. 
Mr Robertson has wrote me to know if you 
would be so kind as look over the proofs of my 
Commentary, as he says his work is much re- 
tailed by sending the proofs backwards and 
forwards to me. As nobody is better fitted than 
my most worthy friend, Mr Paton, for the of- 
fice, might I presume to beg of you to da it? 
The task is so disagreeable, but yet so neces- 
sary, that I must beg you to lay the one against 
the other. I know Robertson thinks it of im- 
portance to his sale to have the book printed, 
and sent to London before Parfiament rises. 
Fray take compassion of a poor author, and his 
bookseller, and you will oblige, more than I can 
express, my dear sir, yours, &c. 

* Thif Ictm hiw BO data^ bat from ki tenor ihoidd eonw ift 
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VII. 

Craigfarth, Friday. 

MY BEAE SIR, 
YouB last most oblidging favor would not have 
remained so long unanswered, had I not been 
employed in answering some complimentary let* 
ters I have had fropi Lord Buchan, and other 
members of the Antiquarian Society, who, with- 
out any application by me, have done me the 
honor of making me a member of that honor- 
able, and I hope usefuB fraternity. Thb favor 
they have done me will quicken my diligence in 
the prosecution of the Scottish language and 
antiquities, and hope soon to convince them that 
I am not idle. 

As you know how needfull Swedish and Is- 
landic authors are to me, which cannot be had 
in this country, I would earnestly beg to know 
if any Swedish ships are soon to sail from the 
port of Leith, or that neighbourhood* I for- 
merly was well acquainted with Doctor Van 
Troil, when he returned with Mess. Banks and 
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Sdander boat Island to Edinburgb^ and now 
wish to renew our correspondence. May I beg 
of you to inform me of this, that I may prepare 
my letters for him? I wrote a long letter some 
ioDDe 9fp to Ckevalier Ihre^ the learned Beolor 
cf the Academy of Upitdf wfaidi I cntriMted to 
the oone of Mr Thomas Philipe^ BookseUery 
Ffinoes Street^ Edinbm^h, but I now under<< 
stmd he neglected to fcHrward it. May I beg 
<»f you, as a most pardenhir faTor, to get that 
letter fiom' Mr Philipe, and keep it by yon, till 
we find some ship going to Sweden to send it 
by, and also that I design to write to Doctor 
Van Troil, who I know will cheerfolly send me 
some books in the Island language, which I 
greatly want ? 

Your copy of landsay^s Satyr is a perfect 
treasury of the purest Soots. I am beginning 
to transcribe it, but you would oblidge me, and 
the learned in gmeral, very greatly, would you 
get me a transcript of the bqpnning, winch is 
wanting in your copy, up to the 17th page, 
which begins with thb verse, 

Gif se think that sho thmkv thame, then hyd ye haoni ine; 
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and ychir copy also ^mta sonleirhat ai the etfid, 
for it breaks off at thk v^rse^ p. 148^ 

Ane right sweii Swingeour by our Lady, 
Thou — — — ^ 

I nothing doubt but it will be foUnd entii'eift 
Bannatyne's MS. in the Advocates* Library^ 
and I beg you^U eause a correct peii copy it fbr 
me, for I seriously think of giving a new edition 
of so great a curiointy. I^itscottie tells us this 
Satyr was condemned and destroyed by the 
dergy anno 1658. It does not appear to me 
tluit this poem was at all known to Bishop Ku 
diolsoD, Tide his Histor^ Scots Library^ p. 4^ 
new ^tion in 1716^ 4to. He Would scarcely 
[hate] omitted to mention so exiraordinaly » 
production had he knowii it 

What b Mr Robertson dxnng with my little 
publication ? I have no proof sheet yet^ and I 
want, for a particular reason I shall tell yon iH 
ifty nextj to* have it done as speedily as possibly 
I ta^ in hopes to prevail onour Sodety tb beat 
the ^hlurge of transeribmg Winlta^s Cfartmicle i 
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bat this IS only to yoandf : pray donH men- 
tion it to any body. Yours, &a 

Let me beg of you to send me what is waot- 
ing in your copy of Lindsay as soon as pos^ble. 
Pardon all this trouble, and please let me hear 
from you as soon as you get my lettar to Che^ 
^vlier Ihre from Mr Philipe. 

VIIL 

Crmgforth, April 28. nW^ 
JITBEABSIR, 
I AM favoured with yours of yesterday, and 
cannot enough thank you for the eare you are 
taking irf* my little publication. The corrections 
you have made upon it are perfectly just, and 
I beg you will order the spelling of the whole 
in the true and andent orthography, as, gude 
for good^ seho for sche, zow for ^ou, and the like. 
As you seem di£Sdent of your own knowledge 
of the northern dialect, I judge there will be a 
necessity for sending the sheets to me, as I have 
no firiend in Edinburgh to undertake this most 



tfUftHft* 



133 

necessary part of the work, and errors here would 
make the whole unintelligible. But before the 
sheets come hither, I beg they may undergo 
your revisal. 

Since you have been so kind to pick up 6ib« 
son's Eirk <m the Green for me, I make it con- 
science to withhold your copy any longer. Be- 
ceive it therefore by the Monday's Stirling Fly, 
addressed to you. Fray send for it predsely at 
three o'^clock. In the same packet you will find 
the Sangs you favoured me with, the first book 
of the Faradise Lost with my notes on it, and 
my litteral version of the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, which you will please accept of, and 
two little pamphlets published by Fowlis at 
Glasgow. There is also in the same packet an- 
other copy of the Paradise Lost, and of the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, addressed to our So- 
ciety, which I beg you will send to Mr Balfour, 
Bookseller, to be by him presented to the Anti- 
quarian Society at their meeting on Tuesday 
first, with the enclosed letter. I beg you will 
pardon my giving you so much trouble, and be- 
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lieve me ever, with tbe truest attacl^Bent, My 
Dear Sip^ yours, be 



IX. 



Ors«/6rtt,lfay7.(17)«l. 
MT DfLAJl SIR, 

1 oKt.T trouble you with my warmest thanks 
fer your kind attention to the press. Your cor- 
reetions are quite just, and I beg you will always 
fellow your own corrections in future, without 
giving yourself the trouble to write them out to 
me. I am quite vexed at the badness of the 
Greek type, as it disgraces both the work and 
die printer. But there is no help finr it, as Mr 
B[obertson] has no other Greek fbunt It is great 
misfortune to print any learned work in a coun- 
try where they never attempt any thing higher 
than a Catechism, or a Spectator. I earnestly 
beg you^Il send me a copy of what is wanting 
in your edition of Sir B. Lindsay^s Satyres from 
the MSS. If it has your approbation, I would 
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gladfy strict that poen^ widi a finv iM^ It 
ii voty Tuiittbl^ both as a history of the times, 

* Thb praject was never carried iDto effi^ct Chalmers has 
reptinted the pbtj ih his edition of Lyndsay*s Works. It had 
hecn pr»riQittlyrpnitedi»a.diflbren«£nm hf SibbaU, the edi- 
tor of the Chronide of Scotish Poetry, in crown 8vo. 1802, 
who died May 1803, and of whom the following character has 
been gktn kt a Jonmal of the tone >— 

*' Died at lidinbiugh, intheL56thytar of hiaage^lilrJAmei 
Sibbald, bookseller, proprietor of the £dinbiugh drcolating li- 
brary— whose abilities as- a man of most general leannng and 
iofonnati^ni and mora partifiolariy i^the antiqvitiei of lus-coun* 
try, were uniyersally acknowledged and respected. His productions 
inliteratnrawerenmneroas: but as his extreme modesty prevent- 
ed them from appearing in an ostentatious manner* or even i^ 
his name, they were not, perhaps* generally known to be his 
beyond the circle of his friends. The principal papers in the 
BdinbiirgiL Itlagfuiki^ which oammeuBed in 1783, and waseoo- 
duflted hf him for a good many years afterwards, bear sufficient 
testimony to his taste and learning, and procured him the ac- 
quaintance and attantien ef many of the Sistmeo ef lennhig im 
that pait of the kingdom; and in particular of liie late Lord 
Hailes, who contributed largely to his Magazme, and whose 
approbation alone might have been sufficient to establish his re- 
putation. A short period before his death, he published his 
principal work, a Chronological Series of the Poetry of Soot- 
land, ftom the earliest authentic periods down to the TTnibn of 
the Crome; witfi % vcdume oentaining a geneiel Olossaiy of the 
Scottish Language ; which last his friends are confident enough 
to hope, will be sufficient alone to perpetuate his memory as a 
person of the greatest attainments in the difficult field of Scot- 
tish antiquities.'* 
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and a fountain of the purest Scots I ever read. 
I was so highly pleased with the description of 
the Pardoner and his speech, that I transcribed 
it, and made Mennon print it in his Edinburgh 
Evening Post, where you will find it, in his 

last Saturday's paper. I hope you won'^t blame 

• 

me for ^ving the public a little spedmen of so 
elegant a poem. Pray read, and let me know 
if I have done wrong, and whether I may have 
your leave to publish the whole, which I wish 
much to do, as nd money can find a copy of it 
at present. 

I know nothing of the transactions of the 
last meeting of the Society. I beg youll bid 
Mr Gumming write me. When are the Statutes 
of the Society to be printed? Have you begun 
to collect books for our Museum yet ? Yours, 
most »ncerely, &c. 

I was really uneasy till I got yours, lest by 
fiome accident the paoquet sent you had been 
miscarried. I am glad you got it safe. 
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X. 

Craigforih, May Q. 1781. 
Mr DEAR SIR, 
I AM favoured with yours of yesterday, and re- 
turn you my sincerest thanks for your kind per« 
mission to reprint Lindsay^s Satyre, which I 
mean to avail myself of, the moment you send 
me the lines that are wanting from the MS. I 
have looked into your copy— there are no vari« 
cms reading marked by Doctor P[ercy ] on your 
copy. Only a short note in the Dr.^s hand^ 
writing, dated London, 1776, explaining the 
form and structure of the play, and informing, 
that the entire poem is to be found in Banna- 
tyne^s MS. (now in the Advocates^ Library,) 
beginning at p. 164 of the MS., and there are 
considerable variations betwixt the MS. and the 
printed copy. Be not at all afnud of ever any 
printer getting your copy into his [)aws. I will 
watch ov» this precious relict as carefully as 
you can wish me. I have begun to transcribe 
your copy, and as my amanuensis returns to 
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me in a few days, he will soon finish it But I 
told you formerly, that your copy wants all pre- 
ceding page 17th, The first line at the top of 
that page is the following .—• 

Gif 96 tbiiik thit sho diiiiln diiuney then Iqfde je b^^ 

Your Qopy ends with p. 148^ and those twQ 
verses:— 

Ane liclit tmox Swiiigpoiir be oqr Ludkw 

Many leaves of white paper atebouad ap at 
the end, which makes ne ima^ne these is miioh 
to be addedfrem the MS. I think you should 
add from the MS. the varieua readings, and in* 
sert them on the pioof sheets as they are cast 
off, €9 give them me^ and I will insert Aem 
hk the notes 1 propose to add at the bottom of 
the pages. I should be glad to have your as^ 
vstanee in this work, by yoiur writing the Life 
of the Poet, and insertsog any notes you judge 
prc^per; and thus, between us, we shali be aUe 
to usher our good old bard into the world with 
some advantage. 
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There v^ no V0rmjsrf«^ng9no^edhyl>o^ 

tar Feppy in ypur copy. I wiah you would 
writ^ blip to send you these YOTi^^ona, (if he 
wrote them out,) and it would save us mwii 
trouble. 

I beg earnestly you will put the transcribor 
to work, and send me what is wanting in your 
book, as correct as possible ; for I would choose 
tQ write my "Sotes^ Jrom the beginnings lest I be 
found to write the same things twice over. 

I almost wish I had printed the Gaberlunzie 
Man, &c. at Glasgow. It would have been far 
bettar executed by Foulis, who has a noble 
fount of Greek tjrpes. But he is an idle extra* 
Tagant lad,* and not to be depended on. We 
must now do the best we can at Edinburgh. I 
shall send Robertson the two sheets of the copy 
^on which I have noted many corrections,) with 
the next proof he sends me. I wonder I got 
none to-day. I have not had a scrape from Cu- 
ming. I am desirous to know if the two gen- 

* ^dreW' Foulis, the last of a family ^istiogobhed in tl^e 
typographical annals of the last centiuy ; and the penon here al- 
luded to, died hm yeai at Edipbuigk in indigeBt dicnmftanofls. 
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demen I took the freedom to recommend, were 
admitted by our Society. I hope they are, fdr 
they will be most useful correspondents. I 
ever am, &c. 

When do you think you can send me the 
extracts from the MS. ? 

XI. 

Craigjbrth, May 29. 
MY DEAR SIB, 

I AM quite ashamed of being now two letters in 
your debt I told you formerly that my ama- 
nuensis had gone away to see his friends, and as 
he is not yet returned, I have not got Lindsay'*s 
poem copied out However, that shall not pre- 
vent me transmitting the book to you, to have 
it collated with the MS. in the Advocates* Li- 
brary, for I am quite impatient to have the va^ 
riou8 readinffSy as they must be under my eye 
* while I write the notes, as well as the book it- 
self. But as I look upon your copy in the same 
valuable light that I do a MS. I wait for some 
friend going to Edinburgh, as I will not trust 
it to either carrier or fly, as the loss of it would 
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be irreparable to us both. His language is a 
perfect treasury of the purest Scots I ever read, 
and will ^ve me ample room to illustrate, not 
only the manners, but the language of the fif* 
teenth century. I beg you will cause collate it 
the moment it comes, that I may have it quickly 
beck, as I cannot hepa my notes without it and 
the MS. collation. 

Meanwhile I beg youll set about collecting 
any mjiterials you can for a life of the author, as 
it would appear ridiculous to send this valuable 
poem into the world, without saying something 
about the writer. Bnt I scarce know where to 
bid you go for information. Mackenzie and 
Nicholson* were most laborious blockheads. 
Perhaps some of our historians, Buchanan, 
Knox, Pitscottie, &c. may be of use to you on 
this occasion. 

I had yesterday a letter from our Secretary, 
and I do most sincerely congratulate you on the 

* This censure, however applicable to Mackenzie, is, in so 
far as regards Nicolson, extremely unjust, as he was a most at- 
comiilished and learntd kidividuaL 
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•dmifwimi of se? end meiDbers of great valiid 
ddded to our oorpB ; partkukrl j the learned 
Major Yallancey of Iielatid* I hare just got a 
small tract of hiSi on theeottfoimty betwixt <be 
andent Gadie and PAivmcton, whidi {pv^ me 
the highest optnicm of his eruditioa. 

I beg leaTe again to return you my best 
thanks for your kind attention to my little })ubu 
fication. Indeed I missed yout hand in last 
proof sent me^ where they had blundered sadly 
in the orthography^ for want of your eorteeting 
pen. I ever am, with the tmest esteem and ra>« 
gard. My deaf Sir, yoiirs, tec. 

XII. 

Craigfarth, Juum 3. (17)81. 
I>EA&SIB» 
Ihayb justtime to bid yourecdive with this^yoor 

valuaUe copy of Lindsay^s Satire, by my friend 
Mr Thcmpscm of the Exdse, and to beg you^U 
get it coQated as fast as possible, fiy the time 
it returns to me with the collations, I shall 
have got my present publicati<m finished, and Sir 
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DftTid will be my neit task^ And I hope you'K 
amtinae your kind asaatanoe to me in this un^ 
dertakii^;. 

I dver am, with great regard, joura, &c. 

XIII. 
Craig foHh, June 23. 1781. 

In the packet which I received to-day contain* 
ing Fabian, I had the jdieasure to find your fa- 
vour of the SOth, and I am really very angry 
with you for sending me the book, if you wi8h'> 
ed to amuse yourself kmger with it If you 
mean to do so, let me know by post, and I will 
send it to you by the canier next week^ that 
you may keep it as long as you please. 

Mr Robertson^s Greek type is very poor, 
but as I have the proof sheets regularly sent me, 
I easily correct what is amiss in that article. 
Meanwhile, I must do him the justice to say, 
4hat his proof sheets (espedally when overseen 
by Mr Paton) have given me less trouble than 
any publication I ever sent to the press. 

I am exceedingly sorry to find that the tran« 
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acrihing of linchaj^s Saliie must be deferred 
till the rifiiBgof the SessioDL I am Teiy impa- 
tient to see our Tenerable poet again, that I 
may endeavour to do him all the service I can. 
Meanwhile I intend to avail myself of the hint 
you so kindly gave me, by writing to Lord 
Buchan to give me some materials for a life of 
the author, which I shall b^ leave to put into 
your hand to be digested into proper order. 

Oblige me by writing in your next, what day 
is fixed for the next meeting of the Antiquarian 
Society, as I then intend to transmit some Manu- 
scripts* and other literary curiosities for our 
Museum ; and continue to believe me, with the 
most perfect esteem, my dear Sir, your obliged 
humble servant, &c. 

XIV. 

Craig forth, Aug. 7- 1781- 
Will my kind and indulgent friend, Mr Paton, 
forgive me for troubling him to present the in* 

* For an acoonnt of these Manuscripts, see a paper by Mr 
D. Laing in toL iiL part 1. 1828, of the Transactions of the 
Antiqaarian Society. 
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closed to the President of our Society, with the 
MSS. which come by Jenkins the Stirling car- 
rier, in a large box directed to him ? The letter 
is left open for your perusal, and in it you will 
find an account of what the box contmns. Fray 
seal it, and present it with the MSS. at the next 
meeting of the Society. Let me know if the 
box comes safe.— -I must trouble you to send a 
servant to get the box from the carrier, who 
gets to Edinburgh to-morrow about noon. I 
hope the collation of Lindsay is now well ad* 
-vanced. I am quite impatient to see my old 
friend again, and to do all in my little power to 
usher him into the world with the advantages 
this truly classical author justly claims. Write 
me what you are doing with him ; and believe 
me ever, with truest regard, My Dear Sir, 
yours, &c. 

XV. 

Craigforlh, Oct. 29- Ci7]8I. 
MY BEAU SIR, 

I HAVE long looked for a letter from you, to in* 

form me what you have got done with our good 

L 
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ikppttmchingf und I widi to einplojr Mnfe calw 
ile-ligfat hoUra in illustradiig his iticbteparAblte^ 
SAtyre. If you cantiot get il i^gukr 4;bilatioli 
^iAe, I beg jroU teajr at lea^t get whdt h Want- 
\bg in your co|)j {supplied frtnu thfe Mft. in thb 
Advocatei^ Librarf. l^bis tan be tob difficult 
task. Phiy let me hi^ai* firom ydii. Mtftobeft- 
Ibu seetas tb hilv^ fok>^t my little publieadob 
Utogether. I fadve nbt had a proof kbeM titoitt 
hikn these th^efe n^eeks. 

I see itdvbrtised Mr CleJek's ahl^We^ td Sh&#V 
ifttkcK upbn the PbetUs of Ossian. Vbu will 
%ery inuch oblidge me to tend me h iX>pj oi* h 
by the S^Hitag l^ly on Wednesday first 

XVL 

Crmgfofih, Dec i. IJSt.' 
DEA& SIR, 
Has my health been better^ you would sooner 
haTe recoved my best thanks tot your dblidging 
iKtUr tf Oct. 8(H whieh t gbt with Mr Cie^kSi 
iMimphiHi €bftW is aa ignorant bb^kheady hnd 
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the flooftt impudtiit lyar I tret heard 9f» Mr 
Clerk has only done him juiticeu 

I am rejoiced to find you have got the blaak 
in your copy of Lindsay supplied from the M& 
If you mH trust me now with your Qopy, and 
the verses which were wanting at the beginning 
of it, I would. ioomediately set to work with th* 
notes, as this book will afford me ample room for 
explaining our ancient language, which I am em- 
ploying my time upon just now, and have already 
made a large collection from our oldest and best' 
authors. Sir David^s language is so pure, that his 
authority will be of the greatest [importance,] 
for ascertaining the just meaning of our ancient 
tongue. May I beg therefore that you will fa- 
vor me again with the use of your copy, and the 
beginning of it, copied from the MS. in the Ad* 
vocates' Library ? The Stirling Fly is a very 
safe conveyance, but I beg you may write me 
a line by post when you send it, that I may call 
for it directly when it comes. My best thanks 
are due to you, dear sir, for your corrections on 
the Kirk on the Green. Finding all the edi« 
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tions of the text very faulty in orthography, I 
wrote out a new copy as correetly as I possibly 
could, and have sent it to Mr Robertson to 
print, from which I hope will somewhat lessen 
your labour, for which I never can enough 
thank you. I have not had a proof sent me these 
three weeks. Believe me always, 

Dear Sib, 

Yours, &c. 

JOHN CALLANDER: 



MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 

I. MB. WILLIAM SMELLIE TO MB. GE0B6E 

PATON. 

EdMurgh, August 9. 1774. 
Dear Sib, 

I A8K an immense favour. A character of the 
late George Drummond is to be given next 
number. Anecdotes are greatly wanted, and 
no man knows so many as Mr Faton. You 
need not take the trouble of making a composi- 
tion. Just say, at such a time be did or said 
such a thing. 

Observe, that the character will contain many 
negatives ; as, he did not do this or that. So 
that this affords an opportunity of pointing out, 
in the strongest manner, any act of mismanage- 
ment, littleness, dishonesty, or oppression, that 
has occurred since Drummond left the stage. 
A hint is sufficient. Every thing that is bad 
in others will make a feather in Drummond's 
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cap.* This day or to-monow I beg yooll spend 
halC^n-hoiir in codimumoati&g knowledge to 
the ignorant Yours faithfully, 

WUUUAM SlCELLIE.f- 

II. MR JAI^IES CANT TO MR WILLIAM 
COKE, BOO]SS£LL£R, LEITH. 

Dear Sm, 
In answer to Mr Taton^s queries, to whom I 
am much obliged &fr the use of Fordun^s Sco- 
tichronicoD, I have carefully examined Mug- 
drum Cross, and have caused a rude draught 
of it to be taken, whicli you have inclosed. 

The measures and distances are as follows in 
computed miles. 



* The fifdto tMnmuiicated b^ Paton were worked up by Gil- 
bert Stoort in his best style, and published in tlie Edinburgh 
Magiiiltie fer Augutt 1774* n» duMMm win be tead in 
.iheAppoidiz* 

t The Printer. His life and Cone^ondenee (by the lata 
nobert &err«) *!& %VD ^dhutm, utt ptriflMnfl ift B4Ubai|^ 

taiu 
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From Perth, . . « ^ 

From Exmagirdle, or Ecdesia 

Magridia, 9 ?- « S 

f'^m Aberaethy, ^ ffici^pt Pith 

tishcapit^, « - ^r 2 
From the Abbey of Lundores, 1 

FroQi the West Port of Newburgh, $9^ 

From UwDnS'B Cms wutfa w^, 1669 

f AW *be iriyei: Tfty, - ^ J^^ 

Measures of the Cress and PedestaL 

Feet. Inehfii. 

B^ea^th^ .... 24 

Thickness, . • • . 12. 

Height of the Pedestid, . « 2 2 

i^eagdi, .i # « « £ ,«. 

^Ipadth^ V ^ » ^ 3 ^ 

l?be crow 18 eoM4crd)lj|r sunk into ti^ si^Am 
i£ ihe peficn^y ybicb U a aolid atone. Tb# 
Mad ioeaaui« w 4epth «ould mxt be taken. 

TilQ crosa h$d /^tended arma worn away bf 
Jiie ii^ury of twoye. It was dfidieaied to St 
Magndin^ whose /cburdiyjQQiir caJijLedExjaagiEdia, 
ancafiBtly Ecd«|W M^gridiii, alamda at the aaat 
^iof tb« Ochii Hillain StntMn, &v» niitf 
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north-west from the cross, where Mr 
of Polly has a seat. 

The cross and pedestal are of free stone, the 
same with that of M'DuflTs cross, and the an- 
tique steeple of Abernethy* Tradition says, 
that the stones were dug out of a quarry in the 
Lomond Hills, about five miles south. The 
figures and inscription which were on the east 
ride of the cross, are quite defaced by the weather 
and old age, but the relicts of them are in basso 
relievo, and the table is easily seen by a cutting 
round the edges of t^e cross, one inch broad 
and half an inch deep. Old people at New* 
burgh, from the tradition of their fathers, say, 
that it was dedicated to a great saint named 
Magrin, and the lands of Mugdrum, where it 
stands, were dedicated to his church ; and they 
shew a cairn three miles east from the cross on 
an eminence, on which is an obelisk of rough 
stones or nodules, which is called Magrin^s Seat 
The d in Magridin, and in Caridin, a gentle- 
man^s seat near Linlithgo, is quiescent, and is 
pronounced Magrinn and Carinn. Mugdrum, 
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now the seat of Mr Hay of Leyes, is evidently 
a corruption of Mi^din. It is very probable 
that both this and M'Duff ^s cross were tinder 
the tutelage of the same saint, and seem to have 
been erected about the same time, viz. A. D. 
1059» which is the date on M^DufF's cross pre- 
served by Sir Robert Sibbald in his History of 
Fiffe, and we have these words preserved as 
part of the inscription on M^Duff 's cross :* 

«( Propter MAORiDiN^et hoc oblatum." 

From the Abbey of Lundores to Exmagirdle or 
EcolcsiaMagridin, about six miles distance, there 
was a caseway the whole way. Vestiges of it in 
several places remain till this day. It was but 
lately that a part of it was discovered in Muir- 
mouth, where improvements by ditch and hedge 
began in that part of the muir belonging to the 
estate of Calfargie. Tradition says that the 
monks of Lundores went in an annual proces- 
sion along this caseway on a visit both to the 
nuns of Ecclesia Magridin and Elcho, and that 
the nuns at Elcho met them at Mugdrum cross, 

- * See Cunningham's Essay on M*Duff *s Crois. 
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mother. 

Tbei^ if not tbe ]fi9M% appempoe qf mjr 
cevieterjr, tqimilu9» or chwrcbt neai^r to kM9 
plms^ tiMi tbo AUM7 of Lundov^ wbi^ ii 
aboire • mile to the east; tba tpwn of N^p 
1iiif|^» with its ptrifh ebureb, ftaad lAoift tbt 
middle, betwixt ibo Abbey and Capsit 

It appnrs {dabl j that tb«« were oa fignw 
or flculptuia^ but on the top two cronce, which 
«re ako naariy de&eed, and wbidi I eoojeetair 
wae part of the data. M*J}uff*s cmet is no 
iware! It was l)r6ke« in pieces fcy the Golhie 
iwipmiaTi in their way from Perth to the Abbey 
of Lundoie^ which they also deBttoKAed A. IX 
IBS9. The broken pieces of the cross wena 
carried away 'by the people of Newburgh, and 
bmit into sone of their houses, as it stood on tha 
jgixmnd belonging to their town, bat was ori» 
gxaally the property of Macduff. 

The Tp&aifie of Kewbozgh retam the tradkioBt 
^hat tUs erase was an asylnm or fiaith fiur 
casual booucjdo i^ mj of the d^esmi^ants of 



tbe TIuumI^s flumi j» who, for a tompcwmjom 
wei« oMtged by tbe law to bring nine oowe and 
a quey to the cross; but if the murderer ixmlcl 
not produce clear evidence of his being witbto 
nine degrees of blood to the Thane before the 
ordinary judge of Fifife, no compensation could 
be taken, he was ccmdemned to die* Sir Bo» 
Jiert Sibbald says, that Spence of Wormiston 
pleaded the privilege, and proved himsdf to be 
with the degrees of consanguinity, before the 
judge, and gave the compensation for the 
slaughter of Kimnmount, p. 92 * As there 
are several artificial cnms, or tumuli df earth 
and granite nodules at a small distance around 
the cross, it is conjectured that these are the 
Iburial places of those who pleaded the privi- 
lege, and failed in the proof of consanguinity. 
There is one larger Cairn than the rest fifty 
yards tiorlfi from that cross. But auperstition 
fotbids the opening of any 4^ tfaaoQ; no penon 
tn tihe neighbourhood will assist ibr any eon- 
ttderation, nor will any person in or £boni 

* Hutory oT Tife. Fdio fdhion. 
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Newbingfa travel that way when dark, tor thej 
affinn that specters and bogles^ as they call 
them, haunt that place, and indeed it is not 
worth while to open the graves of malefactors. 
There is no food there for an antiquarian. 

I have herewith given a sketch of the re- 
maining pedestal and the exact measures :— • 
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There are in the pedestal nine bored holes, into 
which, tradition says, were fixed iron staples 
to which the nine cows were fixed, which the 
law obliged the criminal to bring to this cross. 
One on the north-east corner, three on the east 
side in a line, two on the south, and three on the 
west sides. 

This is all the information I can give Mr Pa- 
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ton ; I wish it had been more satisfactory for hid 
sake. I have another piece of antiquity in view 
in our neighbourhood, a Druid temple ; I have 
on]y to get answers from a gentleman to two 
or three questions, which I expect in a few days. 
If this will amuse Mr Paton, it shall be com- 
municated to him. I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 

James Cant.* 

Perth, 29ih ^(W.1774. 

III. ALEX RUNCIMANf TO MR GEO. PATON. 

Mb Runciman^s complements to Mr Paton ; ia 
sorry the dementions of the Picturs in the chaple 

* James Cant, the editor of '^ The Muses Threnodie, or 
Mirthfull Mouining on the Death of Mr Gall," with an Ap* 
pendiz containing explanatory notes and observations, 8vo. 
Perth, 1784, 8vo. 

-f Alexander Rnndmao, the celebrated painter, was bom ia 
Edinburgh in the year 1736. He had an elder brother, John, 
who died abroad, and who by many was diought to ezeel him* 
Hit pictures, chiefly historical and conversation pieces, are in 
the fiist style, and are now very difficult to ptocurep Their fii- 
ther was an architect. Alexander, after serving aa ajpprtnt]oe-> 
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is faOen cmt of the way» but A[lemmdet'] R[ttn* 
dman] can give a pretty near guese at the mhU 
ter, VIZ. the large picture on the top of the nich 
13 thriteen feet high, and thrity broad at the 
bottom ; the form is a semicircle. The subjeet 
painted in it is the ascension of Jesus Christy 
Luke the 14th cap. verse the 51. and BSL (and 
he was taken up into heaven, and they worshiped 
him.) The Figures are the twelve Apostles, and 
the three Maries, all the syze of life ; the Fi- 
gures nearest the eye are somthing larger belotr. 
Above the two small windows are two pictun 



ship to John and Kobert Nome, (the former of whom was a 
kndscape pabter of eminence, in the year 1755,) began to paint 
landKi^es. In 17«S he set «at far Italy, where he niided fiv« 
years. Soon after his return, he projected and began his great 
w«rk in tiM hall of Ossi^n mt Pennycuick, (the seat of the Cl«rk 
fitfoaly,) which he finiBfaed to Che entire satisfaction of his em* 
ploycr. His next capital composition was the pictare in the 
late Episcopal chapel, Cowgate, Edinburgh, of which n deseri^ 
tkn is^fCB in the letter. He died in affluent, ckcumstanccs, 
21st October, 1785. A portrait and biqgrapbical account €§ 
him «in be foand in the Spots Jilsgazine for Ai^;ust 180& 
The tro lattens, now in the £ist tine jpwiiad, are worth pra* 
sovingy as the cnly omasifttwan hnovn to exist Af this ad^ 
Mtist s tha iiist is written in chalk. 
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«igki fttt #idB and five fedt Idgh; the piatutv 
•n the right hand is Christ talking with the wou 
mail of Satnaira at the well ; on th« left is the 
Prodigairs return^ thd figures lafge as lif^, but 
only half lengtk On each ilide are two OTalla^ 
seven feet high and five feet wide ; in that on 
the right hand is paintdd the Prophet Eliaa 
when he retired to the mountain ; in that on the 
left Hand is Moses with his Tables. The figure!^ 
axe something larger then the life^ and are both 
mtting, all invented and executed by A. Kuneib 
man. The searching for the measure it the 
ftBaaon Mr Paton did not get thiil soonen 

The Magaaine shews the Porticoi 

(V. AIJSXAND£R HUNClMAlf TO MR QWith 

PATOK. 

Silt, 

I BEO yot would not think ae inptidi»t in 
making the followipg request. I had this Spring 
given my pvotnise to a gentleman (a Grerman) 
to procure him a Solan goose, which, after I 
had got prepared for him^ was by ^ taifetake 
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of a servant maid destroyed, and the season is 
now past for procuring another; I should there- 
fore esteem it as a particular favor if you have 
one, to give it me, and I assure you that next 
season I will most thankfully and faithfully return 
you another for it, as the gentleman is curious in 
Naturall History, and a stranger. I hope you 
will, if possible, enable me to keep my word to 
him ; he leaves this country very soon, and I 
should be sorry he had not what he esteems a 
curiosity, and would add to the collection he 
has made in this country a valuable aquisition. 
If you will let me know by a line if you can do 
me this favour, I shall take it as a very particular 
favour; if you cannot yourself give one, I shall 
take as the next favour to it, to tell if you know 
of any person that I could get one from. Dr 
Ramsay I have tryed, but the three he had, are 
all useless and destroyed, and I am not ac- 
quainted with any collectors else. I am. 

Sir, 
Your very humble servant, . 

Alex. Runciman. 
Edin. N<m. 9. 1778. 



161 



V. GEO. CHALMERS, ESQ. OF PITTENCRIEFF, 
TO ME GEO. PATON. 
SlE, 
Ma Ainslie^s map is now before me. It is 
allowed that the Fife lasses are vastly prolifick. 
Mr Ainslie shews that Fife is also vastly proli- 
fick in squires. The late Earl of Morton got 
a paper, about the Edinburgh New Bridge, 
wherein the architect was stated Esquire. ** Who 
the devil made Mylne* an Esquire ? are you all 
Esquires together in Scotland ?^ exclaimed he in 
his natural severity. My father told me this 
story very apropos, when we were surveying the 
Lairds of Fife in Monsieur Ainslie's map. 
December 1775* 

VI. GEO. CHALMERS, ESa OF PITTENCRIEFF, 

TO MR GEO. PATON. 

Dear Sib, 
Inclosed a few coins for your inspection; two 
of tliem Qcarce, a mlver piece of Henry YIII. 

* Myfaie, of whom a portrait and biographical notice will be 
found in Tohime 9th of Kicholi's Literary Anecdotes, p. 232, S« 

M 
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and one of James VI. anno 1594 ; this last found 
at Dunfermline palace. Also a smaU copper 
fragment ; pray, Sir, what may it be, as I know 
nothing about it ? Were these my own, you 
should be welcome to them ; but you may keep 
them for a week, and return them to, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. CHAI.MESS. 

Covenant Chss, Edin. 21W Feb. 1777. * * 

I had almost forgot your kind letter of the 
7th, for which I am sincerely obliged to you. 
Am glad that the immortal Ainslie will at last 
produce his Map of Scotland. 

Mr Fhilipe^s plan is truly noble ; but I am 
afraid that, from the general poverty of the 
North Britons, he cannot expect any great suc- 
cess in his subscriptions here. England, there- 
for, is the proper place : perhaps even there it 
wont do, as they may think they are not inter- 
ested in a Scots publication ; but I hope I may 

was of the famHy of Mylnc of Balfkig, a small faim in Fifeslurev 
part of which originally hdd^ of the Knights Templaii. 
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be mistaken in these conjectures. Think it 
would be proper that Mr Fhilipe should also 
propose a subscription for only a particular 
number of his drawings. What I mean is this, 
many people may be willing to subscribe for the 
whole, but not able to do so. They may de- 
sire the drawings of a particular county or shire. 
One may choose Fife, another Lothian, and so 
on. By these means he may adopt his plan to 
moderate fortunes, and yet not hurt his original 
plan of subscription for the whole. If this hint 
is agreeable, you may mention it to Mr Fhilipe. 
This age is very nice, he cannot bestow too 
great pains on his drawings, engravings, &c. 
but from your manner of describing his plan, I 
foresee it must exceed my most sanguine expec- 
tations. God grant it may do so ! This wea- 
ther is bitter cold. Vale G. C. 

It is unlucky you heard nothing about the 
groanSf&cc Suppose the Society would treat 
them as chimerical ! Can^t help it, they were 
founded on truth; they were rather original i 
and perhaps not formaVy introduced I Well, 
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amen, poor abbejrs, cathedrals, palaces, castles, 
camps, roads, walls, &e. your groans, alas ! are 
of no avail !♦ 

Fray do you know whose head the seal of thia 
letter is ? 

There is some plan about publishing another 
Canal paper in a few weeks, (this to yourself for 
the present.) When ready, you shaH get some 
copies of it from G. C. 

* This seemi to bsTe been some oomnutiiicatkm to Che Sociu^ 
of AntiqiMtieSf probably telAtive to the wanton dilapidation of 
Dunfermline Abbey, which is in the immediate Tidnity of Mr 
ChafmeK*8 estate of Pittencrieff; and this supposition iseonfinned 
by the ensuing passage from a letter to Paton. ^' I have climbed 
through the whole ruins of Dunfermline. Enquired about the 
' petition agamst Black. It had the desired effect; the £xcbe^ 
quer ordered him to rest from all his labours. The piomoteit 
of this petition are surely to be commended, but dieir astonish- 
ing stupidity cannot be accounted for. Why not send the peti* 
tion when William began or intended t?)'the60 ruins ? They de- 
layed it untill they saw the north and east walls of the abbey, 
the north and east walls of the palace, the vaults levelled., and 
the house hinted at in the petition tataOif levelled. What madv 
he of all this havock ? The beadle who shews the church and 
tombs, says, ** He sell*d the stanes, got siller for them, and 
made himself rich P «' What title had he to these walls?** 
^* The Marquis of Twtedale gee'd him them in a pcesenL** 
(JVb date.) 
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VII. JOHN CLERK, ESQ* QP ELDIN, TO 
BICHARD GOUGH, ESQ. 

Sib, 

Faom the enoouragemoit ^ven me by Mr Pa- 
ton, I have been led to take the liberty of pr^ 
senting you with a parcel of my Etchings from 
my own'drawings taken from the life, which I 
hope you already have received through the 
means of my friend Mr*Faton« But before I 
insist on your accepting them, I beg you will 
forgpive me for troubling you with some little 
bistory of them. 

At the age of forty-five years, when I began, 
I could never expect to arrive at any degree of 
merit ^i the art ; but having for a long time 
beeOh in the practice of making sketches and 
. views from nature wherever I went, I had 
collected a great many drawings, particularly 
such as take in a great extent of country. I 
was at last tempted, after long and frequent im- 
portunities of virtuosi friends, to attempt the 
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same manner in etching which I had fidlowed 
in drawing. However, upon trial, I was much 
discouraged, not only with the expected disap- 
pointmoits in managing the Aqua Fortis, but 
with the inoompreheuable difference I felt be- 
tween giving the same effect, with white lines 
upon black ground, and that which I had done 
with black lines upon wlnte ground — by whidi 
you must see I mean the bright traces of the . 
point upon the black-grounded copper, compared 
•with the black inky lines upon white paper.-— 
To get the better of this difficulty, I have been 
led to make many trials, which has produced so 
very many diminutive plates as unfortunately 
I have made. Also at this time, from having 
veiy strong eyes for the nearest objects as well 
as for the most distant, I was driven to make 
use of spectacles, ^hich brought me to a con- 
fined manner of etching very unlike the draw- 
ings, whidi are all large, and few fines expres- 
sing a great deal. Living in the country, I 
am obliged to go dirough'the drudgeiy of 
not only prejparing my plates, but of taking 
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or pulling off the impressions myself, having 
a small press for that purpose ; and lastly, from 
want of skill both in myself and those of this 
country, my plates are foul and full of scratches, 
as you must perceive. 

From what I have said, you will not wonder 
at that variety of manner which you will meet 
with in almost every plate ; and as you must be 
a judge have sent several outlines, which if ap- 
proved of, a great many more plates could be 
executed in much less time. Having a great 
many drawings of places not yet attempted by 
any other person—- particularly complete views 
of Edinburgh to the number of ten or twelve-— 
Highland views, &c. both in Scotland and Eng- 
land,— a list of which, Mr Paton has been 
indeed soliciting me to make out, but whether 
this may be consistent with your plan I know 
not. 

As soon as convenient, after my prints have 
come to hand, please favour me with aline, and 
if there is any thing that I can be of any ser* 
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vice to yoa in this country, please to oommand. 
I am, 

S»9 

Your most obedient and 

• Veiy humble servant, 

John Ci.s&k.* 
££»• 6lh Jufy, 1779- 

Mr Paton has promised me to forward any- 
thing that you may be so kind as to favour me 
with. 

* Author of a Treatise on Naval Tactics. His son, Loid 
Eldin, haTing diaoorered some of the plates, presented in 1825 
to the members of the Banaatyne Club twenty-eig^it etdungs 
by his father, diieAy of views in Soothmd. In a short notice 
prefixed to this piiyately circolated woik, his Lordship obsenres, 
*< the late Mr Qeik of Eldin was a man of great information 
and ingennity. Among many studies in which he em* 
ployed himself, he drew landscapes from nature with much oor- 
rectness and taste, and had made a laige collection of interesting 
views, drawn by himsdf from a Yariely of scenes in Great Bri- 
tain. In 1773, when he was advanced in life, he b^;an to 
smose himself with etching his views on copper ; bat the war 
having broken out, his mind became completely ooenpicd with 
the important events which followed, and before the year 1779, 
his attention was deeply engaged with the study of naval affairs. 
From that dme he neglected his etchinge, and soon afterwards 
produced his work upon Naval Tactics, to which he 8ubse« 
quentiy made a nimiber of additions.** 
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nu. ftA&L OF BCJCHAN TO Ug OEORaC 

PATON. 

» 

Kirhhia, 28/A June, 178a 

SlE, 

I AM ashamed to have delayed so long ezecut* 
ing a commission sent me some time ago by my 
brother in law Mr William Frazer younger of 
Frazerfield, and for whioh your assistance 
would be very helpful to me, whom am almost 
constantly in the country at this season of the 
year. 

Mr Prazer, who is a collector of Scotch aBli- 
quities in the coin line, observed some time ago * 
an advertisement concerning some repository 
being foimd containing aquantity of old Scotch 
coins, which if not owned, and for sale and 
comattble, he would gladly have a Ust of, and 
procure your idd to select any that might 
suit him ; for which purpose, or for any future 
opening that may happen, he proposes sending 
you a catalogue of the desideraia for the com- 
|:^letion of his collection. 

Since I had the pleasure of seeing you, I 
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have been endeavouring, at a lasuie houTy to 
digest a plan for the institution of a Society at 
Edinburgh, for the investigation of the Anti- 
quities of Scotland, which many ingenious per- 
sons in different parts of the country seem well 
disposed to promote. As a nucleus for this de- 
sirable Institution, I propose to invite a select 
number of gentlemen versant in the erudition 
and pursuits which are necessary for sudi a So-' 
^ety, to meet on the first Tuesday of every 
month during session time, at my house in St 
Andrews Square at five o^cIock in the after- 
* noon. Where, at the first proper meeting which 
can be procured, I shall take the liberty of offer- 
ing my sentiments on the nature imd extent of 
the enquiries which might be thought admis- 
nble into the transactions of a Scotdi Society of 
Antiquaries ; and at the same time, to soUicit 
the aid of better and more experienced judges 
to frame a plan of investigation, correspondence, 
scope of enquiry, sodal r^ulation, and whatever 
else may seem necessary for the effectual prose- 
cution of a plan which has unfortunately been 
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but too long of bdng brought to a bearing in 
this country. I shall in a few days transmit 
to you a list of those gentlemen whom I intend 
to invite, and beg you will mark with your 
friendly and intelligent pen any alterations or 
additions that may occur to you. 

I am, Sir, with regard, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

BUCHAN.* 



* A Memoir of Ins Lordship will be found in the New Scots 
Magazine for Febmary 1830. He is entitled to more credit 
than is usually allowed him. By his laudable economy he re- 
trieved the fortunes of the ancient family that he represented— 
an example which it would not be unwise for many of our d<^ 
blemen to follow ; he paid off every farthing of debt left by his 
predecessor, — a 8tq> equally worthy of imitation ; he begrudged 
no labour which might advance the interests of science and litera- 
ture, and he spared no pains to promote the success of those 
whom he deemed worthy of his patronage. With these merits 
his personal vanity may be overlooked, and even his parsimony 
be forgiven, for we all know how difficult it is to eradicate early 
habits ; habits too, engendered at a period when their acquisition 
was a merit rather than a demerit ; for never let it be forgotten, 
that, besides gradually paying off debts for which he was not le- 
gally responsible, he for years submitted to the severest priva- 
tions, to enable him suitably to maintun and bring up hu (sub- 
sequently distinguished) brothers Heniy, and Thomas. 



■f 



^A_- ^J_»^ 



in 

IX. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

EdMwgh, Nmf. SL 1780. 
Sir, 
Hayikg long regretted tbiit no Sodetjr has been 
formed in Scotland for the promotions of anti- 
quarian pursuits, connected with the study of 
our antient laws, history, and manners of the 
country, I beg leave to invite you to a meet- 
ing at my house in St Andrew^s Square, on 
Thursday the 14th of this month, at seven 
o'clock in the evening ; when I shall take the 
liberty to convey to you, and such gentlemen as 
may honour me with their company, the idea I 
have formed of a plan, and of the objects for a 
Society of that nature.* I am, &c. 

BUCHAK. 

* John Nichols, Esq. writes Faton, Feb. 13, (17810 " I 
hear, with much pleasure, of the establishment of an Antiquaiy 
Society in Scotland. Is Lord Bucban*s Life of Crichton to be 
made public ? I would print it at my own risque, if a copy 
could be obtained.** 
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X. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

My Good Sib, 
Sometime since, I hinted to you that a cata- 
logue of books relating to the History, Laws, 
Antiquities, Natural History, Geography, To. 
pography. Arts and Manufactures of Scotland, 
including also the Biography of her eminent or 
useful dtizens, would be usefuU communications 
to our Society ; more particularly if rare or 
good editions of the works were noted, and the 
prices at which they might be picked up. 

I beg leave to recomend this work to you, 
which might occupy from time to time a spare 
half hour, and if stuck b)^might be far advanced 
by your collections, from the Duke of ArgylPs 
Catalogue, from the Advocates' Catalogue, your 
own, imd other collections of that sort This 
paper, with a few cursory remarks, I would 
have entitled Bibiiotheca Caledonica, To this 
as an Appendix, might be added Desiderata 
Curiosat from information from Balfour, Sib- 
bald, Nicholson, Grough, Gordon, Martin, Ma. 
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Dalrymple^ 



^rsim. Mr Brown of the Lawyers* Library, 
will, I dare say, go hand in hand with you in 
this useful woric 

I am. Sir, with regard. 

Your obedient humble servant, 

BOCHAK. 

Si Andrew's Sqitare, Edinburgh, 
March 9. 1782. 

XL THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Edinburgh, F^ruary 3. 1737* 
. Deak Sir, 

I reodved a nodce yesterday from the Reve- 
rend Dr Hary Spenoe, Professor of Divinity in 
St Andrews, that LieuL General Melvill, at my 
request, had caused a young man of the name 
of Douglas attempt a drawing of the Monu- 
ment of Archbishop Kennedy in St Saviour^s 
College, which I hope may be suitable to the 
workmanship of the Tomb, and to Mr Gough^s 
design. I returned on Tuesday from an excur* 
skm to Dryburgb Abbey, where I passed ten 
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days, and have made considerable progress in 
my operations at that place. I propose taking 
possesion of my house on the 12th of June, 
the anniversary of my birth, when, if life re- 
mains, IshdU have attained myfirty-fifih year^ 
after which I ehaU no more be seen in thi$ 
CIRCLE, and but lUHe in any other. I have been 
very active for these twenty*one years past, and 
having completed the years of majority, I mean 
to serve heir to Philosophy, and leave the field 
to others who are better suited to the times. 

Just before I left Edinburgh for the South, 
I received a letter from Mrs Bedingfield of 
York, acquainting me of the death of her sister 
Miss Eleanora Swinburne of Capeatonhall, who 
has left me fifty pounds towards the preserva^ 
tion of the venerable remains of the Abbey of 
Dryburgh. ^Tis the only legacy, or mark of 
dying friendship, I have ever received, and it 
shall be religiously applied. I mean on my own 
charges to rear an Urn of Dryburgh stone, 
which is very beautiful, to the memory of that 
generous Lady. 
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If ever you should find yourself disposed to 
retire from the smoak and bustle of Edinburgh, 
come to Dryburgh Abbey, and I will give you 
a cloyster in my garden (for the Abbey is ac- 
tually within its enclosure), and yon shall be 
my Rousseau and I will be your Mrs Fitzher- 
bert How few men there are now in this world 
to whom I would ever think of paying this com- 
pliment ! Tempora mutantur, sed nos no9i mu- 
tamur in illis. Tant pis pour nous. 

I am. Dear Sir, with great regard. 
Your obedient humble servant, 

BirCHAN. 

XII. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Dryburgh Abbey, June 1. 1791* 
Dear Sib, 
Did Buchanan write J Calvin^s epitaph? I have 

not his '< Poemata ^aria^ here, and beg you 
will exauune Ruddiman, and inform me incourse 
f£ post, which will oblige. 

Dear Sir, 
Yours, with sincere regard, 

BUCHAK* 
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p. S. What are the lines by Drummond ad- 
dressed to Lord Sterling ? I have not Sterling's 
Works, and wish to have a copy of these verses, 
which T think are below his effigy in the book.* 

XIIL ^H£ SAME TO THE SAME. 

Deab Sir, 
I SEE the Epitaphium Calvini and the Satyra 
in Cardinalem Lotharingum in my oopi^ vary 
from those published in Buchanan's works, and 
had been primse curse, I suppose, given by the 
author to his pupil Lord Mar, or Lord Inner, 
teil. I expect to find more of Buchanan's 
slighter works among my papers, and perhaps 
scmie that have not appeared.^ 

Your uncere well-wisher. 
Bth June, 1791. 

* At the bottom of Uiis letter Paton has written: <* la 
Bodianui** Mucenanecmini JLiber, No. xziy. is Jo: Cahini 
Epiddium. Cw find no epitaph. Stirling*! Works, the imper- 
feet copy, does not turn up to me at the time, &c A yatiety 
of diort poems aie addressed by Hawthomden to him. Have 
not his E%y. In Drummond*s Works, Edin. 171 1, iblio, of 
the poetical part, p. 44, is a long one, entitled, * A Pastoral 
Elegy on the Death of Six William Alexander.** 

t From his Loidship^s silence, it is probable he fomid no! 

N 
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XIV. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

S. CatOe Sirea 34, Mareh 12. 1804. 

« 

My 1)sak Sir, 
As I meditate a Commerdum Epistolarum, and 
litterary history of Scotland during the period of 
the last Century, I mvite you, as my ancient 
friend, and a friend to litterature, to ccmtribute 
your mite to its perfection. 

Any letters, or copies of curious or interesting 
letters, from Pennant, Gough, or Nicholls, but 



tfiiiig of any Talne. In the Catalogue of the libraiies of Dr 
John Oerk, and his son Br David Clerk, to which leftrenoe is 
nade in the preceding Lettccsy p. 4. (bat whidi at that tine 
the Editor had not seen,) occurs tiie following, artide 1242, 
^ Homcri Ilias 6n apud Tumebum ; — hie libenrtiuondam erat 
Geovgii Buchanani,*' Sto. Par: 1564. This literary curiosity 
iS) it is said, now at Audiinleck. The Clerk Library was ndi 
in classics, the value of some of which were enhanced by the M8> 
Notes of Dr John Clerk. There were a few rare Scotish books, 
such as (2284) the first edition of Hardiknute, (2312) Sir Thomas 
Urquhart's Introduction to the Universal Language, 4to. Lou- 
don, 1653, (2364) Lauder's Poems, 4to. Breda, 1650, &c. One 
peculiarity about this auction is worth noticing, the time of sale 
bemg from ««four to eight at night." Mr William Gibbsenkxr, 
afterwaids of the Advocates Libmiy, was the auctioneer. 
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still more from Ruddiman, or Tytler, or Wat- 
ter Goodall, and other antiquaries, or typogra- 
phers, or bibliograpbists, will be highly accept- 
able ; and whatever you are pleased to contri- 
bute, you will transmit to Dr Robert Anderson, 
HerioCs Green, Grassmarket, in this city, who 
holds my dep6t in the above-mentioned depart* 
menta I am, 

Dear Sir, with sincere esteem. 

Your obliged humUe senran^ 

BircHAH. 

Any letters of Allan Ramsay the Poet, of Sir 
William Bennet of Grubbet, of the antiqua- 
rians of that interesting groupe in the last cen- 
tury, will be particularly acceptable. 

XV. JOHN NICHOLS, ESQ, TO MR 
GEO. FAXON. 

Augustus. 1781. 
Dbab Sib, 

I HAVE sent to Mr Hutton^s addressed io jfou, 

a copy of Mr Clarke^s valuable book on coins. 
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with Bttiijet*s Appendix, halfJHmnd. Price one 
ffuiiieft. 

I have idflo sent (what I beg yoa ta aoeept) 
a past of the Rdiquue Ghdeaiue, and a 4ta to- 
lume for the Sodety. That learned body djuns 
my puniest acknowledgements for their favour- 
able acceptance of my intuitions ; and I accept 
thdr honourable oflSer with great thankfulness 
My name is Jdin. I am greatly obliged by 
your information on Crichton, and am just as 
well pleased as if I had a copy of it ; my only 
wish was, that it might be ^ven to the public 
I am at this dme reprinting Mr Bowyer^'s 
Greek Testament^ in a handsome, and I hope 
corrett 4to. The time of finishing is yet far 
0ff.i^ut the Gentleman?^ Magazine will an- 
nounce it 

I trouble you inclosed with a few additional 
leaves to the orij^n of printing, both for your 
own copy and the Society. If Mr Gid's* 

' * William Ged, celebrated fat his ^Uficovery of stereotype 
printiDg, whose life the writer of the letter had published. 6ed 
was originally a alversmlth, andUie following carioaa icBqae of 
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dbejgft^caii sdl more oo|nes, she shall be wel- 
come to them as long as I have any. I printed 
only S50 copies. Mr Buddiman^s catalogue 
will be highly acceptable, as well as Mr Baine^s 
spedmens, which I have not got 

The repabUcation of Mr Ames goes on slow- 
ly. IHie tmdertafcer is Mr Herbert, « gentle- 
man well qualified, and y/dto will make valuable 
additions. The Soots Poems I hope you haye 

Mf deiffiiigi in <iMt line nifty be worth pneerviiigi Theoitlio- 
gn^7 hu been caiefullj preserved* 

Acd. Mr Pat. Andenon to Witt Ged. 
Sth Sep. By ane sffler hilted suord weghting 8 ooncee 
1717. 4 drops att 5 duUii^ 4d per ounce 2 04 

Making - - - - 15 

By ane giU handle - • - 15 

By ane bhd with hougs sidnn acabert and 
gUp . . . .070 

4 10 

By ane pur bnckls loz«ldr« - 058 

Making and pendices - - 3 

4 9 8 

Then received the oontcnU of the above aocompt, and diadiaigea 

the same by me Wiuiam Gkd. 

• Patrick A «^<«M<m was the son of the editor of the Dipknnato 

SootisB. 
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befixe no w Koei ved. The gentleman who is the 
editor (enire nouif for he does not give bis 
name) is Mr PinkertoOy who at this time is at 
"ESimhvargh. 

I know nothing of Dr Bbur^s Chronology-— 
Your channd will be through Mr Creech, or 
anj other eminent bookseller at Edinburgh. 
Volume Vth of Archaoologia may be expected 
by next St George day. I am, &c 

J. Nichols.* 

XYL JOHN NICHOLS, ESQ. TO HE OEa 

PATON. 

JDee. a. [1785.] 
Deab Sir, 
Bt deare of our good friend Mr Gough, I in- 
close you in two covers, 6 sheets of a curious 
Treatise an Coins, which is to form my 85th 
Number. If your worthy Pre»dent has not 
qiutted Edinburgh yet, be so kind as to make 

* Th« unbUe and learned histoiiaa of Ldtfeitrnfaiiai and 
mndMir nf litwaiy Aaeodoles i ooe of tha moit valuaUa wo^ 
of the kind extant in any countiy. 
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my best respects to his Lordship ; and tell him 
I have printed his Letters on Agricola, and 
have got {kree of the plates engraved and the 
other three in hand. I had a dreadful battle 
with his brother last summer (the Hon. coun- 
sellor,) who, at an ejectment trial in Suffolk, 
was cruelly severe against antiquaries in gene- 
xal, and in particular against the Gentleman^s 
Magazine,* and the History of Hinckley.t 

Yours very truly, 

J. Nicsojts. 

XVIL BOB. BIDDELL, ESQ. OF GLENBID- 
DEL, TO MB GEO. PATON. 

Friars CarsCf Feb. 9. {Nq iate.) 
My Djeas Sxs, 
I AH going to make a request of you, which X 
amingreat hopesyouwoot refuse. Itisthe 

* See an account of it in the Gentleman^s Magazine of July 
last <J.N.) 

-|- The natnie of the attack is not given in the Magazine ; aU 
that is there preserved is an abstract of the trial from the Bury 
Post, which related to the poteesdon of an estate in SufSilk 
called Lowdham-halL 
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loan of Scotland's Complaint, against her 8 sons, 
the Nobility, Clergy, and Commons, by Sir 
James Inglis, Knight, printed at St Andrews 
in 1548. Also Wedderburn'sComidaint of Scot- 
land, printed in 1549— and the Black Psalms.* 
You told me you had them* I am very fcmd of 
that kind of reading. I am confident you wont 
refuse me, as I am very careful! of books, imd 
when you deliver them to the Dumfries carrier, 
well packed up, take his obligation in writing, 
that he will deliver them safe. I will return 
them punctually at the time you fix for their 
return. You have favoured me with books be* 
fore, BO you know me. 

I have been much engaged of late in fiUing 
up an int^leaved copy of Mr Gk>ugh^s British 
Topography, which he sent me for that pur- 
pose. He meditates another edition. When 
you receive the Xth volume of the Archseologia, 
you will find papers of mine on Ancient Ford, 
ficatbn in Scotland, on the Vitrified Galwe^an 

« Most probably the «« Book of Godljr Sugs.** 
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Forte, and on various jueces of antiquity, &c. 
&C. &C. What is the reason that the Antiqua- 
rian Sodety of Scotland are so long in publish- 
ing thdr volume ? Tell me when it is to be out 
Have you seen Jdin M^Gowan lately? Pray how 
is he P I heard he was poorly. It gave me very 
great pleasure at hearing of our worthy friend^ 
Mr. Lawson De CardonneTs succession ; I wish 
it had been thousands for hundreds. Pray tell 
him I long to hear from him. 

Have you yet seen the new historical prints 
of the Battle of Chevy Chase lately published ? I 
am told they want costume. I lately got a great 
curiosity, viz. an ori^nal Portnut of James IV. 
The <me he presented to the burgh of Irving, 
in Ayniiire, when he created it a royal burgh. 
Please inform me if you have lately met with 
any thing new. Did not you promise me a 
penny of John Baliol P The pummel of his 
sword was found at Dalswinton Castle : I sent 
it to the Antiquarian Sodety of London, and 
they have engraved it for the X volume of the 
Archaeologia. It was known from a rude inscrip- 
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tioiL I must now make aa end of a kog let* 
ter^ and ever am^ 

Dear Sir, 

your moBt obedient sarvanty 

BOBEftT RiOPBlX.* 

XVni. JOHN DAVIDSON, ESQ. OF HALL- 
TEEE, TO MB GEORGE PATON. 

Dear Sib, 
I AK much obliged to you for your handsome 
present I do pot know how to repay you, but 
must fall on some method to do it In the 
meantime I beg you will be so good as to call 
at Laing^ j- Canongate, and get a liackington^s 
1788 catalogue, and send it The Parson | dined 
with me last day. He is very well. I am to 
give him a great Rhubarb root for the benefit 

* Beputed author of the Bedesman of Nydnde. Londoa, 
1790, 4to. He wat^ as is well known, a gieat fw>d of Boms | 
and it has been stated to the Editor, upon very high authority, 
that the ^' Bedesman," if not the entire production of our un- 
tnortal bard, was mateiially benefitted by his oorreetlons and 
additions. 

•f Mr William Laing, Bookseller, Edinbuigh. 

t raton*s brother. 
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of bis pamb«— it may work them all«-so be it 
My gardener is in town at present ; so if I^ack* 
ington is sent to my house, I will get it soon. 
After all, I think he deals much in old Flo- 
douners, as your father I suppose, and I am 
sure mine^ called the dusty, tattered, dirty, old 
diopkeeping folios. I was enquiring once about 
snails, and was told there were none at Bath- 
gate ; I fancy they are petrified there, men and 
anails, by the name Bathgate. The petrifaction 
is snuttal. I onoe saw a travelling carriage go- 
ing very slow on the road, — *^ What^s the name 
of your carriage, friend," says I, — ** Why, Sir, 
the Stamford Fly," — ^" Friend," again says I, 
'«( you should change its name, and call it the 
Sniul." — ^But as the Fly man lookM like a hor- 
net then, I made the best of my way. I fancy 
by this time you are mshing me, fly or snul^ 
petrified) aod so God bless you. 

Yours truely, 

John Daywsov.* 
StewarifiM, 8(Hh Sept. [1788 r] 

* Mr Davidaon was by profession a Writer to tbe SigQOt*; and 
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P. S. Please abo to send J. Stewart^s sale 
catalogue^ if it is a new one. 

XIX. CAPT. GROSE TO MR GEO. PATON. 

Dear Sib» 
SicxKEss, the I088 of a friend^ and tbe prepar- 
ing to part with a son, most probaUjr never to 
meet again, has solopg prevented my writing to 
youy and sending those trifles I promised, and 
indeed which I havenow only sent in part 4 but 
this I know you will excuse^ as well as the 
trouble I ^ve you in delivering them out. I 
would have paid the carriage, but feared that 
would have prevented the delivery. The 

fat many yean Depaty Keeper of tbe Signet He died at Ediii« 
btti]^ 29th December, 17S7* He printed, but did not pub- 
lish, two tracts,— the one on the R^giam Mqjestatem, and the 
other on the Black Acts, Svo. In 1771) he privately printed a 
tlnn 4to Tblume, entitled, ^* Accounts of fhe Chamberlain of 
Soodand m 1329, 13S0» and 1331, fkom the Origmals m the 
£xcheqaer, with some other carious Papers.'* Copies with the 
eon^iete Appendix are very rare, aK Number HI. containing 
letters of caption 1564, with a he simile of the ^ Signet,** and 
of tbe signatures of Queen Mary and King Henry, is afanoet 
Iftfaiiably wanting. 
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parcel ooniusts of a packet and a roll for mj 
good friend Mr. De Cardonnel ; another for 
Captain Riddell, which please to forward by 
the Dumfries carrier ; the rest, as Lord of the 
Manor, I must beg your acceptance of. They 
are odd numbers of my English Antiquities, all 
of them first impressions, which are now not to 
be had. I have somewhere as many more; 
which, when I can find, I will send you in a 
parcel I am shortly to forward to Mr. M^Gown 
or Mr. CardonelL 

I have sent you a complete set of the Maps 
and Plans to the English Antiquities.— •Adieu I 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Grose.^ ' 
Londtm, 80/A Dec 1789. 

• 

* There ii « curioiu etching of Grose by Kay, bnt the Uk^ 
nest II not very strong ; this at least is the opinion of Michad 
-Soot; Esq. who, in a letter to Paton, dated 12th Nov. 1769, 
states, *' I received the two padwts from yon, inclosing Mr 
Grose^s prints, and the fine head of Mr Davidson; the latter 
does Mr Kay much credit ; the former is not thought to resem- 
ble Grose so much as might have been expected, except from 
the neck downward. I have not seen him since his ictum 
hither.*" 
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APPENDIX. 



No.L 

Johnnie Dowib*8 Ale; hy Akxander HurUer, Esq, 

of Blackness. 

A* ye wha wis*, on evenings lang, 
To meet, an* crack, an* nog a sang. 
An* weeC your pipes, for little wrang. 

To purse or person. 
To tere Jdinnie Dowie*s gang, 

There thrum a verse on. 

O Doirie*s Ale ! ihoa art the thing 
That gars us crack, an* gars us sing. 
Cast by our eares, our wants a* fling 

Frae us wi* anger ; 
Thou e*en mak*st passion tak* the wing. 

Or thou wilt bang *er. 

How bless*d is he whahas a groat, 
To spare upon the cheering pot ; 
He may look blyth as ony Soot 

That e'er was bom: 
Gie*s a* the Hke, but wi* a coat. 

An* guide frae scorn. 

But think na* that Strrag Ale alone 
Is a* that's kept by dainty John ; 
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Na, Ds, for i' the place there*8 none, 
Fne end to end. 

For meat can aet yoa better on 

Than can yoor fiiiend. 

WV looks as mfld ws mild can be. 
An* smodgin* lau{(h, wi* winken* ee^ 
An* lowly bow down to his knee, 

He*Il say At* douce, 
*^ Whe, gentlemen, stay till I see 

«« What*s i* the houi&** 

—Anither bow^o*' Deed, gtf ye please, 

** Ye can get a bit toasted cheese, 

^' A crum o* tnpe^ ham, dish o* pease,** 

(The season fitten,) 
^' An egg, or, cauler frae the seas, 

^^Afiuckorwhitten; 

«* A nice beef steak— 4ir ye may gel 
*' A gude bnff'd henisg, reuted skate,. 
«' An* ingans, an* (tho* past its date) 

** A cut o* teal ; 
** Ha, ha, its no that unco late, 

«' I*U do it week** 

O Geordy Robertson, dreigh han. 
An* antiquarian FatoD soun*, 
Wi* mony ithers i* the town. 

What wad come o*er ye^ 
Gif Johnnie Dowie 8hou*d stap down 

To ih* granre before ye? 



193 

Ye sure wad break your hearte wi* grief. 
An' in Strong Ale find nae relief. 
War ye to lose your Dowie— chief 

O* bottle keepers ; 
Thsee yean at least, now to be brief, 

Ye*d gang wi* weepers. 

But gude forUd I for your sakes a% 
That sic an usefti* man should &* ; 
For, frien's o* mine, between us twa. 

Right i' your lug, 
YouM lose a honfF baith warm an* braw. 

An* unoo snug. 

Then pray for*s health this mony a year. 
Fresh three-*n-a-ha*penny, best o* beer. 
That can (tho* dull) you brawly cheer. 

Recant you wed up ; 
An* gar you a* forget your wear. 

Your sonows seal up. 



.<^ Another Bottle, John.*' 



^' Gentlemen, *tis pas^ twelve, and time 
to go home.** 

No. II. 

A Sketch of the Character of the late George Drum* 
MOND, Etq.^ htf Gilbert Stuart, LL,D. 

This respectable dtixen entered earlf into public 
life. From his eighteenth to his eightieth year, he 

* See page 150. 
O 
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was engaged in burincM; and^ in the spheres in 
which he acted^ no man oonld have acquired greater 
honour lo-hiniself> or could have procured greater 
advantage to his country. His expertness in calcu« 
lation, an acquirement always despised hy those who 
possess it not, hrought him into notice. It occasion- 
ed his being called to assist the committee^ which^ 
on the accession of Queen Anne, was appointed by 
the Parliament of Scotland, to settle the public ao» 
coropts of the kingdom i and, by his diligence and 
skill, while accomptanUgeneral of excise,* he est»* 
blished that accurate form and method, which now 
distinguish the transactions of that branch of the 
revenue. 

During difficult and dangerous times, he main* 
tained, with firmness, the interests of civil and reli* 
gious liberty. His plans, his counsels, and his in* 
formation, rendered him useful to govemmentt 

* He was named to thi» office in 1707* 

^ He gave the first intelligence to the ministry of the arrival 
of the Earl of Mar ; assisted at the battle of Dumblain, where 
he eommanded a company of a regiment of volmiteert ; and he 
dispatdbed to the magistracy the earliest notice of Argyle*8 vie- 
tary. His letter he dated, /rem ihejield^ on hartebadt. White 
the celebrated Mr Addison was secretary of state, he kept up 
an interesting correspondence with him on Scottish affairs. He 
was no less active in the 1745. He raised regiments of voluii- 
teers ; and, having attempted, without success, to keep the re- 
bels oat of the dty, he j<nned Sir John Cope at DuDbar, and 
was present at the battle of Pfesion. 
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Nor were his sernoes forgotten. In 1715, he was 
named one of the commissioners of excise. But the 
duties of this office were not sufficient to exhaust his 
application. In 17179 he was elected a memher of 
the town council of Edinhurgh; and having dis- 
charged, with uncommon applause, the intermediate 
offices of the magistracy, he was appointed Lord 
Provost in the 17^5. To this important trust he was 
six times nominated ; and, in all his administrations^ 
he exerted a public spirit and an activity, which had 
been unknown to his predecessors, and in which he 
has not yet been emulated by any of his successors. 

No scheme for the improvement and advantage of 
his country was proposed, during the long continu- 
•nee of his influence, which he was not, in the high- 
est degree, solicitous to promote. He knew well 
the full importance of his station, and he was ani- 
mated with an ambition to fulfil all its obligations. 
To advance the cause of learning, in particular, he 
applied the most indefatigable attention. It was 
chiefly, by hb means, that the University of £din« 
burgh was enriched with several new professions ;* 
and, to his anxious care in having it stored with 
men of distinguished eminence, it is indebted foi^ the 
shining lustre which it now enjoys. He never once 
thought of prostituting academical honours to politi- 

* Those of chemistry, the theory and practice of physic, mid- 
wifery, the bellct lettKt, and rhetoric 
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tsl purpoiea. It neret ooee entered into bis gob* 
eeptton^ tbfit, to humour a few illiterate eitiiens^ he 
might tarnish the glory of an illastrious seminary^ 
and appoint to a department of literature, a Goth or 
m barbarian. But if, in the seduction of polities, he 
had been led to pledge his honour for the advance* 
talent of 8 man t)i decent accomplishments, to the 
prc(|ii£ce of a superior candidate, he would not, in 
f^B hour of opposition and danger, have abandoned 
Ifim with an abject baseness, or a wanton predpita* 
tibn* Of the projects which he planned and car- 
ried into execution, for the ornament and advantage 
of the citj, the Royal Infirmary, alone, is sufficient 
to ensure his fame. It owed its existence entirely 
to his enterprise. This elegant fobric he raised at 
the expense of thirteen thousand pounds; and he 
was careful that the most salutary ruleft should be 
A*amed for its management* It receives about two 
hundred patients, who are treated with an attention 
and skill which do honour to no other hospital in the 
hingdom. 

The scene in which he acted was not, perhqis^ 
thifllciently extensive for his genius ; and he resem- 
bled little, in his behaviour and conduct, those un- 
worthy and incapable men, who are called so often 
to the direction of boroughs. In public he spoke 
with ease and with grace, and betrayed not igno- 
ranee, nor inspired contempt. He had the dignity 
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wkich became a magistfAte, not tbe insoleitce whidi 
ttndesenrei pfo^f^rity oonfen on tihe ignoble. Jfe 
did not £itingnkb lib government bj expenttve Uti* 
gationsy and hb entididd* tO the dishonour of that 
eoanranity* no supeianBiialed relations, whose ao* 
•qhiitttions he eaq^tbd to heir* ^e renved no op^ 
piessive offioe ; his eedesiaatical pcomotioQft insulted 
not every cl^gjrman o£ merit in the nation ; and h^ 
created no plurality of benefices. Though oonsdous 
<if capacity and talents, he consulted with a friend 
on the propriety of all his measures. But, in the 
selection of an adviser, he mistcdc not the debility of 
dotage for the matured experience of age. Solem* 
nity did not pass with him for knowledge, n<Hr gar^ 
rulity for wit ; and he did not think of a favourite^ 
whose sottish vanity was to ireveal every topic of 
trust and of confidence*. . He wasted not the richea 
of bnq^itals ; he plaeed not a pride in violating hja 
most solemn promises <i^ engagements; and he a£* 
'Ibcted not a du^city of whkh no man was th^ dupe. 
•He acted with the grealf, but waa n0t«pu|^t» 
which moved in obedience to. their nod aad. their c»- 
^rice; No habitual meanUess bad fitted Um .for the 
lowest oflices of comtption* To gain votea at an 
election, he did not now raVe atfd hector like a buUy, 
and noW, soft' and complaeent;, dispense the milk of 
adulation. In the hours of leisure, ho fimod not a 
cowardly enjoyment in collecting the most, jgnonint 
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of the cttkens, that he might gtTe Tent to a aarcas* 
tic railleiy, which, in the dehaiement of aervilttjr 
and fear, they dared not to retaliate. He was not 
stained with ingratitude to his hest henefiicton ; he 
attempted not the destruction of the man who had 
raised him ; and» in fine, it could not be said of his 
actions, that the motives which directed them, were 
unifbnnly either flagitious or contemptible. 

No, IIL 

Oh the EDiNBunan Booksellbrs, by the late 

Dr John Leyderu 

To the Publisher of the Soots Magazine. 

SIR, 
BooKSEiXKRs have been termed, with some degree 
of propriety, the mid wives of literature ; on the man- 
ner in which they perform their office, the healthy 
or sickly state of literature in a great measure de- 
pends, and for the exercise of their functions they 
are amenable to the public. To the public I there- 
fore appeal, through the intervention of your puUi- 
eation, for the redress of an impropriety, which, if 
not timely corrected, may swell out into an abuse. 
The booksellers of this dty are, no doubt, a respect- 
able set of men, and their plump and jolly visages 
show how well they fatten on the fields of literature. 
Literature, which to other men is the fixid of the 
mind, to them is the food of the body, and apparent* 
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ly a very thriving sort of food toa Bat let the ptih« 
lie he on their guard wkh these literary accoucheursy 
and hewareef finding, among ihem, a rival to the 
fiune of Edmund CurL His is a fame that will 
never die. He is gihheted to immortality in the full 
Uaxon of his literary in&my. But it is not my pre» 
sent purpose to compose a satire on the hooksellen 
of this city ; I only intend to remind them of the 
^uty they owe the puhlic, in consequence of its pa» 
^ronage. Notwithstanding the number of hooksel* 
lers shops, that meet us by twos and threes, in al* 
most eveiy street, the delay -in procuring London 
publications of merit, is altogether astonishing. £veiy 
Mteraxy man in this city, who does not communicate 
directly wi^ a London bookseller, must have expe- 
rienced the inconvenience resulting from this ne- 
glect. After calling a dozen of times at the 'book- 
sellers, his first answer is generally as good as his 
last " The parcel which contains it, iS'On its way ;" 
and thus, the length of the journey chills the qpirxt 
of enquiry, damps curiosity, and extinguishes that 
ardour which ought to animate a literary man. 
Could any person, a priori, have thought it possible* 
that lately, all my enquiries after a copy of Kirwan's 
Geological Essays, would have been ineffectual P I 
first called at a very elegant shop in the Parliament 
Close, and asked for Kirwan's Geological Essays. 
There was only a little boy behind the oouater, and 
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iriiile he retired to axMune bk didfesy I was ae- 
QHled bf a veiy civil intelligent gentleman, wbo iiw 
fpcmed me the book was not in the shop ; but wbo 
wppetMA veix willing to enter into a diaeusaoli of 
its philosophical principles^ in wfaScb t codld only 
regcet my inability to join him. While I Kngered, 
we were joined by the other gentleman of the shop, 
who had not hitf^rto peieeii^ed me, haidng been as« 
sidaoiis in his attention to half*apdoBen of young la« 
diesL When I entered, I had been extremely pu«» 
sled with the words Momeiy, Lammjf, TVfmmy, which 
I ofeiheaid fieqnently repeated by the party ; but I 
soon peroeiTed that this gentleman was a conncnsseur 
in mnsic and poetoy, and had been eagerly contend* 
ing fiir the comparatiTe merit of '^ John Anderwnfng 
Jo" and <Ae LammieJ^ 

I immediately left this seat of the Muses, and next 
proceeded to a shopt on the right hand side of the 
Square. The gentieman who, I presume, was Ma^ 
jor Domo here, was ttandiiag in the middle of the 
shop, and saperintendingthepackingof a large bale. 
He went round it and round it repeatedly, ^^thout 
appearing to see me; and when at last he came for« 



* The bookseUen alluded to, were Messrs Manners & Mil- 
ler, the former of whom was for many years Libiaiian of the 
Faculty of Advocates. 

f Belonging to Messrs Bell & Bradfnte. 
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wild, and I aiked for my bool:» he stood sQent fin? 
fonie time* then lobking takaoce, bat net to me^ 
abruptly answered* ** We bav'nt the bookT'-^alep* 
f^ back to his packing biisittess* and I packed my- 
aeir ofl^ aftaid that I had popped into a Tempk of 
Silence, inilteKi ci A Temple ^ Science. 
' My next attempt to procure the volume, was at a 
eonspieootts diop near the Cross.- Behind the coun« 
ter I found a handsome little boy. When I enquir- 
ed fer my book* his eyes flashed eagerness to ftimisli 
it; he looked oyer the shelf appropriated to such 
books* and brought down Kirwan's Mineralogy* two 
▼dumes. Bf this time a good looking little gentle- 
man* advanced from the back apartment, half bow* 
log, with his hands in his breeches pockets. Tum« 
kig to Mr {[Creeeh]],t who was coming down the inte* 
xior stair-case, I informed him of the object of my 
research. ** O ! Kirwan ! the very best author we 
have on Mineralogy. When he was in Scotland* I 
had the honour of introducing him to Dr Black* vni 
was highly entertained with their conversation. 
They had a long discussion concerning Trap, our 
whinstone you know* and on the formation of the 

* Mr John Anderson, now a respectable bookseDer in £din- 
burgh, and recently one of the Magistrates. At tfus period he 
was managing clerk of Mr Creech. 

•y William Creech, Esq. afterwards Lord Provost of £din* 
bargh. 



CSittft • C mMa tm mj* We ruUfp So^ liave no aathor 
w1k» ddcribei thti^gi^ m tbcj are m the •p^^-ff, 
•p wdl as Mr KirwMi* I have a good maiij tged^ 
BMna myielf^ Sir, and am hig^j delighted with hia 
detcriptiona. No Miiierakgiat ahoald be without 
Mr Kirwaa's booikB. Bcj, ihow the gentlemaa Mr 
Kirwaa*" It is not the Mineiakgjr, hut the Geo- 
bgical Eoajs I want. ** I raallj belieTe we have 
not got it; Mr ' has neglected to send it down^ 
hat we shall eertainlj have it soon. A pnpo$ of 
Mr Kirwan, I'll tell you an admirahle stofj. He 
wished to see our columns of Basalt. Youkaowthe 
Giant's Causewaj is composed of Basalt, and so is 
Arthui^s Seat, and so is Salisbury Craigs, and so, I 
foppose,is Sumehenge, which is situated on Salisbufy 
Plain. We sent the learned Dr R[othenQm to conduct 
him. He studied under the great Linncos, Sir. 
Now where do you think the learned Doctor con- 
ducted him. Sir? Why to the top of Salisbury 
Craigs, Sir ; and Mr Kirwan returned, highly de- 
lighted with the proqpect, without having seen a 
single column of Basalt." 

My enquiries, though unsuccessful, had exhibited 
a curious specimen of the characteristic manners of 
our Bibliopolists. I resolved to pursue the investi- 
gatioo. The next shop I entered, was at no great 
distance ; and I found the master* engaged in a vio- 

• Mr Peter HiH 
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lent diBcassion concerning tbe inxpcnrtant topic of citjr 
politics. From tbe first moment, I augured badlf 
for my Geological Essays ; and my conjecture was 
confirmed by tbe answer to my enquiry, " Kirwan ! 
I never keep sucb d d trasb." Tbis courteous 
retort staggered me completely, and I immediately 
left bim to descant on tbe merits of the measures of 
Tarn Smiih,* a late member of tbe town council, 
wbose attempts, like tbose of many otber modem re* 
^rmers, bave proved quite unsuccessful. 

I proceeded down tbe street to anotber sbop, and 
asked for tbe same book ; " Sir," said tbe gentleman 
bebind tbe counter,^ witb tbe most complacent civi« 
lity, " I bave not tbe book, but I'll commission it for 
you ; I am just sending off an order for London ; 
and in ten or twelve days, you sball bave it." I 
mentioned tbe inconvenience of tbe delay. " Sir," 
said be, ^* I sent over tbe wbole town for it yester* 
day ; it is not to be bad, but I'll commission it for 
you." Tben, taking up a book from the counter, 
** Have you seen tbis. Sir ; tbis is by a gentleman of 
your profession?" " I bave seen it."—-*' But, here is 
one which you cannot bave seen, though you must 
bave beard of it. Much is expected, and it will an* 

* Bailie Thomas Smith, whose attempts at reform in the 
year 1799 gave rise to a variety of pamphlets, 
t The late Archibald Constable, Esq. 
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swer expectation; it only amTed last nigfat There 
It not another copy in town."* Theentrance of an* 
other gentleman, gave me time to read die title* 
page; when the fiicetioiu gentleman again accosted 
me, ^ They hare been a queer aet of folks, these 
Border gentry; Latfy Harden'i Clear Spurs, mtd 
the Lairds Hay Stalk, is the finest stoiy I erer read. 
Shall I send you a sight of the hook? We are all 
becoming Sootish again. Sir; Sootish poems^ ScoCash 
history* Scotish antiquit ie s ev ery thing is Sootisli, 
Sir; we may ovethaul the Union itself^ somo of 
these da3rB ; and here is Uie Scots Magaaine, Sir; 
the title ought to have been Scotish, as a great an- 
tiquarian saya^ who is going to throw great light on 
Scotish history, and will certainly demolish Pinker- 
ton the Pict : and here is his list of desiderata ia 
Scotish song. Sir; we are gmng to fill up all these 
desiderata. Upon this I pocketed the Magaaine, 
and retreated rapidly from the overwhelming civility 
of this gentleman ; resolving, by your means, Mr 
Editor, to appeal to the public against this general 
deficiency of new publications of merit, in the shops 
of the Edinburgh booksellers ; against their devoting 
themselves exclusively to individual branches of li« 
terature ; and against this very summary method of 

* This leems to bave been the fink editan of tho Botdst 
Mimtvebjr, whidi was pnUlifaed in Kdio. 



205 

condemning; or applauding books of merit, according 
as thej fall in with their peculiar taste for philoso- 
phy> for music or poetry, for literary anecdotes, for 
city politics, or for Scotish, English, or Irish publi- 
cations. But my enquiries did not terminate here. 
Two gentlemen, I found, had been in possession of 
the book; but one of them had exchanged it for 
Manson's Sermons, which he had again exchanged 
for '' The Dance of Death;" and the second* had 
sent his copy to Denmark, to be deposited in the 
King's Library. I was, therefore, necessitated to 
ferego my book, and deriTe very little consolation 
from being presented, instead of it, with various ar- 
ticles of Icelandic literature, which I wius carefully 
assured had been duplicates in the King of Den- 
mark's libraiy. If Scotish literature was too deep 
for me, Icelandic literature was still deeper. My 
researches, however, if they did not enable me to 
proceed in my investigations of a theory of the earth, 
furnish me with a notable practical specimen of the 
characteristic manners of our booksellers here ; and 
as I have not " set down aught in maUce," 1 hope they 
will be flattered with this view of their general por« 
traits, and I doubt not but they will readily recognise 
themselves. 

A GEOLO0I8T. 
E^nhurgh, FO, 12. 1802. 

* Mr William Laing. 
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No. IV. 

ExtracUfrom one of Mr, Paton's Memorandum 

Books* 

The glass of Westsliield^ (Denbam, Baronet,) in 
which family it has remained several hundred years-^ 
got at Douglas Castle after the return of the army 
or company after an incursion into England ;— -whev 
making merry^ (as the tradition goes,) Lord Dou- 
glass desired the Laird of Westshield to put it in his 
pocket, as it (had) fain from the table on the paved 
floor, and was taken up whole. It has the following 
date on it : (said to be of a more ancient date in the 
family,) 1 503, J. D. C. H. L e. James Denham and 
Chath; or Christian Hamilton. — Something like the 
modem table water glasses used after dinner,— -it 
contains more than 7 large wine glasses. 

From Sir Arch. Denham. 

That while Mr G. Buchanan was tutor to K. James 
VL observing in his youth the barbarous unfeeling 
natural temper of the child with his play toys, &c. 
and being provided with a nest of sparrows, he tot^ 
one or two of them and tore them limb from limb ; 
upon which Buchanan told him that by his early 
behaviour he indicated what might be expected in 
his manhood, so it became him to check that fer»- 
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cknii humour, or probably he would behave in a 
like manner to his fellow creatures at subjects^ and 
so whipt him. 

He took his last illness^ and died in Kennedy's 
ClosBy first court thereof on your left hand, l^t house 
in the turnpike above the tavern there; and in 
Queen Anne's time this was told to his family and 
friends, (who resided in that house,) by Sir James 
Stewart of Goodtrees^ Lord Advocate. 

N. B, William Hamilton of Wishaw's Notes on 
Buchanan are made on the English translation, 
which is full of mistfikes, e. g. accusationis princeps 
Jacobus, t. e. that James was the chief or principal 
informer, or chief accuser. 

To enquire about the MSS. of Hamilton of Wi- 
shaw,— if to be got. — Its said his brother counselor 
Hamilton at London got it, in order to publish it ; 
but being informed of this defect of his brother's 
want of knowledge of the Latin tongue, desisted 
from publishing these notes, so that possibly these 
may. be now lost or destroyed.* 

* This MS. is probably the one which occnrs in the Album 
of the Bannatyne Club, p. 5, and is thus described : '* Observa* 
tions on Buchanan's History of Scotland, ** from a MS. in the 
possession of Thomas Sivright of South-hooae, Esq. tttppoaed 
to bs written by William Hamilton of Wishaw." 



> • 



SOS 



The famQj of Lamington is heir of line to the 
&moas Wallace, as the Laird of Perstane> in East 
Lothian, married his daughter, and got the estate of 
Lamington by this heiress, and the paternal estate of 
Elderslie went to the heir of line or tailne* Q. If 
Baliol is not Baillie? 

There was an old &mily Stewart of MirUa, neat 
Glasgow, as in the High Church of Glasgow ap« 
pears from a funeral monument on the left, on the 
entry into the church, engraved on a copper or brass 
plate on the wall, where 6, 8, or more generations 
are enumerated under the banner, (a figure of whom 
as reported, is cut out on said plate.) Q. if true? 
The last of the family was a poor boy, who was sent 
into Edinburgh barefooted, with a letter to Stewart 
of Coltness. Being promising, [}ie[] was recommend^^ 
ed to the Duke of Hamilton, who took him under 
his protection, got some education, and afterwards 
went abroad to Darien, where he died. His mother 
was of the Whiteford fitmily, and so poor that she 
retired to a town or place near to Dalserf; called 
Miltonm, where she earned subsistence for herself 
and son by spinning. This estate of Minto, in the 
neighbourhood of Glasgow, was torn to pieces by 
adjudications, Q^uestrations, &c. and [[the family] 
is now extinct 
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A sett of beggars travelled ap and down the south 
and western parts of Scotland^ and were never de* 
nied alms hy any one— tbej always carried alangst 
with Qthem^ a hom^ and were styled Jocky with 
the Hom^ or Jocky who travels broad Scotland. 
The rhyme vised by them to be engfoired after. 

Mr Bannatyne, minister of Lanark, was governor 
to Earl Arran^ (son to William Douglas, who married 
Qhe] heiress of Hamilton,) and Earl of Selkirk- 
got two blank warrants for Knights Baronets as his 
reward for attending Arran's education abroad, his 
pupil having feigned a letter from his father calling 
him home :-— one of which warrants he sold to Sir 
James Carmichael of Bonnington, who gave him a 
hundred pounds for it, and was the first Knight of 
the family : the other unknown to whom he sold it. 
Mr Bannatyne bought the estate of Coras £Core- 
house,]] as it of old had been the property of one of 
that name, but had not money to pay it, so went 
out of his family. He had a remarkably strong 
voice, []and3 was clerk to the General Assembly of 
the Kirk of Scotland. 

Mr Nisbet began an account or History of the 
ancient Families of Scotland, of which about a quire 
was printed. This was given by Sir Archibald 
Denham of Westshield, to Mr Chanceller of Shield** 

P 
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kail, which he was to have zestored to him again. 
N. B. lof uize of Mr W» Gibb of this. Suppose this 
to be the 2d volume of the System of Heraldiy, for 
which vide the account of the Bimie fiunily.* 
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